
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"An Uninterrupted Priesthood" 

Hebrews 7:23, 24 
 

Introduction 
1.  Perfection does not come through the Mosaic Law (v. 19).  The Levitical 
priesthood, established by the law, could not make anything perfect either (v. 11).  
Both the law and the priesthood, established by the law, were incompetent to bring one 
near to God (v. 19).  These are firm truths and must not be altered, the teachings of 
man not withstanding! 
 
2.  Since the law and the priesthood of Levi lacked, God affirmed that it was possible 
through another priestly line to draw near to God (v. 19).  It is the Melchisedec order, 
after which the Messiah was called (vv. 11, 15, 17, 21).  Hence, the faith of a person is 
turned toward Him alone for perfection and nearness to God.  The old arrangement of 
the Mosaic law must be abandoned.  The new order has been established and that by 
oath (vv. 20, 21).  The Messiah has become the pledge of a better testament (v. 22). 
 
3.  Do not forget that Paul, by Holy Spirit inspiration, continually points out the utter 
"better" arrangement through Christ.  Countless times choices have been presented (cf. 
Moses over Miriam, Num. 12:1, 2; Moses over Korah, Num. 16:1-50; Levi over 
others, Num. 17:1-13; Elijah over Baal, 1 Kgs 17:1-46; etc.).  So Paul urges his 
readers, stay with Christ.  Do not turn from Him back to the empty cistern of the O.T. 
legal system in which there is no justification before the Holy God. 
 
4.  Now that the Messiah has replaced the old arrangement brought in through Moses, 
does this mean that Messiah is also subject to replacement?  The answer is an emphatic 
"no."  His priesthood is unchangeable.  The argument is clear and direct: 
 
1.  LEVITICAL PRIESTS   v. 23 
     Referring to these priests, the particle of affirmation ( �� � � men) adds force to the 
phrase and serves to distinguish what follows (v. 24). 
     a.  The Plurality of O.T. Priests 
          The word "many" ( � ��� �	�
 �� 	� pleiones) does not suggest the number of priests 
being simultaneous, but rather their being successive.  This clear fact is confirmed by 
the perfect tense verb "were" ( �� �� � � ��� � � gegonotes).  Hence, there was not one priest, 
but many.  They "became" endlessly.  None was permanent. What is recorded of the 
priest is the same for the High Priest. 
     b.  The Fatality of the O.T. Priests  v. 23 
          The rather complicated Greek phrase here reads: "Because they are hindered 
from continuing to abide due to death."  This is a general statement and is true of all 
priests, both past and present.  The verb "hindered" is an articular present passive 
infinitive ( �� ��� ��� � ��� � koluesthai) used with the preposition (

�� !"   dia) and the dative 
case noun "death" (

#�$ %$ &�' (*) thanato).  All is rendered "Because of being hindered by 
death."  Then the verb "continue" is a compound verb ( +, -, ./ 0�1 / 21  paramenein) 
literally meaning "to abide alongside of."  This rare verb implies the notion of 
fellowship and service on the part of the priest during his "abiding."  Obviously this 
entire phrase does not mean that a priest just does not live, but that he is unable to 

function as a priest due to the death factor.  Not able to discharge the function which 
was necessary for man's well being, it is clear that the Levitical priesthood is inferior 
to that of the Melchisedec order to which Jesus is attached. 
 
Note:  The line of the High Priests included Aaron, Eleazar, Phinehas, Abishua, Eli , 
Phinehas, Ahijah, Ahimelech, Abiathar, Zadok.  Plurality is patent as is death which 
hindered their discharge of duty!!  
 
2.  MESSIANIC PRIEST   v.24 
     a.  His Perpetuity 
          The masculine article ( 34  ho) is used with an adversative particle (

5�6 7  de) to 
demonstrate the massive difference between the Levitical Priesthood and that of our 
Lord.  The matter is open and transparent.  The same complex idiom of the previous 
verse is used and rendered "because of the abiding as to Him."  The same preposition 
is used (

5�8 9: dia ), but this time with the accusative case ( ;< =�> ?@�A  auton). 
          The simple common verb "abide" is used here ( BC DA C EA  menein).  It is a present 
tense infinitival form.  The abiding is forever ( FG H�I JK L�M NG H O PM N eis ton aiona). The 
dramatic statement here is in contrast with the transitory abiding of mortal priests on 
earth.  The Messiah is not in a long line of successive priests.  He is what He is and 
does what He does forever!  He is unlike mortals.  His deity is thereby affirmed. 
 
     b.  His Inviolability
          The present tense verb "has" ( QR�S QT  echei) marks continued action.  This adds to 
the previous phrase the main thought of the verse.  Moreover, the matter is amazingly 
enforced by the double compound verbal adjective "unchangeable" ( UV�W UX UYZ U[ \]  
aparabaton).  It literally means "not stepping across."  The alpha privative makes the 
noun mean that which cannot be overstepped, transgressed, violated .  It is absolute!  
From this the ideas of "inviolabilit y, unimpaired, and unchangeable" are gained.  Let's 
put it this way, the Priesthood of our Lord is His alone.  It is not open to a rival claim.  
His function as High Priest will not tolerate an invasion of its functions. 
 
Note:  This entire verse is God's way to effectively and effectually dispose of the claim 
of sacerdotalism (practice of a Priesthood as in v. 23).  A Priesthood, as stated of our 
Lord, that does not pass to another is obviously unique and cannot be transmitted to 
another!  This makes it impossible to delegate it to a human being (e.g. the Pope).  
Therefore there cannot be any Priest or priests of our Lord's order on earth.  Romans 
declares justification by faith to show that a sinner comes to God direct without an 
intermediary (but Jesus the Mediator).  Hebrews, as it emphasizes  the Priesthood of 
our Lord, teaches that the believer can "draw near" continually to God and enjoy 
immediate and constant communion.  Therefore, any mediation, such as a human 
priesthood and the attendant auricular (hearing) confession are at once rejected.  
Sacerdotalism is really an attempt to sew up again the veil that the Priesthood of our 
Lord has rent in twain.  Blessed be He forever. 
 
Conclusion  What more can be said?  We have a forever High Priest in heaven.  Let us 
draw near, even now, in full assurance of faith.  Hallelujah, what a Saviour, Lord, and 
Priest!  Amen. 


