
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Melchisedec the Priest" 

Hebrews 7:4-10 
Review 
1.  Repeatedly it has been noted there were Jewish people who needed to know that Jesus was the true 
Messiah.  Consequently, we believe this book was inspired by the Holy Spirit to meet that specific need. 

 
2.  Among the reasons advanced to this end are these: 
     a.  Fact of the Person and work of Jesus Christ 1:1-3 
     b.  Fact that Jesus is better than angels  1:4-14 
     c.  Fact that Jesus is God incarnate   2:5-18 
     d.  Fact that Jesus is better than Aaron   5:1-8 
     e.  Fact that Jesus is Priest after order of Melchisedec   7:1-22 
 
3.  It appears that the Melchisedec Priesthood is a highpoint in the argument of the Book.  It is this 
Melchisedec who is like a clinching argument for the readers to stand by Jesus as the Messiah and only 
Saviour for Jewish people (and of course Gentiles!). 
 
4.  Although Melchisedec has been mentioned before, (5:6, 10; 6:20), this chapter affirms his historical 
association (Gen. 14:7-24), historical   identification (7:1-3), and historical signification (vv. 1, 3). 
 
5.  Make no mistake, Paul wants his readers to know more about Melchisedec.  The imperatival verb 
"consider" (

�� �� � � �� �  theoreite) is only found here and in 1 John (3:17), in the Epistles, but many times in 
the Gospels.  Since it is used of a General reviewing his troops, it means to view with a critical 
discriminating inspection. 
 
6.  The reason for such a "consideration" is that one will learn "how great this man" really is.  That word 
"how great" ( �� 	


�� �  pelikos marks out "how distinguished" Melchisedec is!  How great is he?  Here are a 
couple of  areas in which He is recorded to be great: 
 
1.  Area #1   RECEIVING TITHES   vv. 4, 5, 6, 9, 10 
     a.  From Abraham   vv. 4, 6 
          1)  Historically 
               The account is recorded in Gen. (14:17-24).  There can be no doubt as to which Abraham did this.  
The N.T. here declares that it was the "patriarch" ( �� �� ��

� � �� � patriarches). Being at the end of the verse, 
the word itself is in the emphatic position.  But this is not the only point of emphasis here, for the name 
"Abraham" is likewise in an emphatic position.  Hence, it was Abraham who is the progenitor of the nation 
who did this, not some ordinary Abraham!  Furthermore, when he did this, he gave the very best.  The term 
used for "spoils" ( �� �� �� ��

� � akrothinion) is a compound one meaning "pick of the spoil."  It means that 
Abraham gave to Melchisedec the very best portion of the spoils.  This matter is not mentioned in the O.T. 
account of the story, but it is here.  The reason is that the Holy Spirit is seeking to magnify the person of 
Melchisedec in the eyes of the Jewish readers.  The Lord's representative,  Melchisedec, got a tenth of the 
very best of the spoils!. 
 
          2)  Spontaneously   v. 6 
               It was not that Melchisedec had some legal arrangement whereby Abraham was bound to give him 
the tenth, but because of a spontaneous desire, he gave!  Furthermore, the perfect tense of the verb 
"received" (

!" !" #$ %& ' #"  dedekatoke) shows that it was a permanent arrangement for him to get the tithes!  
This notes how Abraham viewed the man and his personal dignity warranted the special gifts provided.  If 
Abraham so viewed Melchisedec, then the readers ought to do the same. 
 
     b.  From Levi    vv. 5, 8-10 
          1)  Differently   v. 5 
               The Levites received tithes because God laid down a law to that extent.  Actually, the Levites 
tithed the people and the priests tithed the Levites (Num. 18:21-24; 26-28).  They took tithes by legal 
appointment.  Those who paid the tithes were not inferior, they paid because it was a compliance to a law!  
The whole Mosaic economy is involved here.  The priests were "brethren" ( (

)* + ,- ./ 01  adelfous) and had the 
dignity to receive the tithes from those who sprang from one progenitor.  Melchisedec's situation was an 
absolute one and did not depend upon a priority in a single family. 

          2)  Comparatively   v. 8 
               The word "here" (v. 8) speaks of the O.T. legal arrangement as opposed to the "grace" 
dispensation, which is noted by the word "there" (v. 8).  The priests were "dying men" and successively so.  
They were not only liable to death, but men who actually were seen to die from one generation to another.  
The participle "die" ( 2

34 5 67 89: ; 57 <= > apothneskontes) here is a graphic term and descriptive of dying 
Priests.  Incidentally, the plural for "tithes" (

? = ; 29 < 2 > dekatas ) in this verse points to the manifold tithes of 
the O.T. as opposed to the singular act expressed earlier (v. 4).  With all their many tithes received, the men 
kept dying.  But Melchisedec, as far as the record goes, "lived" (

@A BDC  ze).  It is known that he did not live 
forever, but the witness of the Scripture is that he "lived."  His office did not pass on from one generation to 
another; it was related to him alone!  What a comparison with the Levitical priests! 
 
          3)  Actually  vv. 9, 10 
               Here you have it in bold terms.  Levites actually gave tithes to Melchisedec!  What a disclosure.  
The opening words "as I may so say" comprise a phrase which means "so to speak in a word" ( E

FG HIJ KG

HL M J HL NO  hos epos eipein).  The words introduce an unusual statement, one that may in fact appear startling to 
the readers.  One might paraphrase the thought as "If I may venture the saying. . . ."  It apologizes while it 
speaks.  The perfect "paid" (

P H P HQ RST ET RL  dedekatotai) is also passive, hence Levi did not share in the act, 
but in its consequences.  The act of his father Abraham determined his total relation to Melchisedec.  True, 
Levi was not yet born, but he was viewed as in his forefather Abraham.  As such, he paid tithes to 
Melchisedec.  Therefore, Melchisedec is superior to Levi.  That being the case, he is superior to Aaron also.  
If better than Aaron, Messiah is better than Aaron for he belongs to the Melchisedec priesthood!  The 
argument is strong and the whole of the O.T. arrangement crumbles in the glory of the new situation which 
God has established in Christ the Messiah for this dispensation of grace (John 1:17).  
 
Note:  This statement of Levi paying tithes to Abraham is probably the best illustration of how the world 
population sinned "in Adam" and serves to support the total sinfulness of man (Ro. 5:12).  All were 
potentially "in Adam" and when he sinned (aorist, UVW XY Z[ \ hemarton), the human race did also. 
 
2.  Area #2  BLESSING MAN   vv. 6, 7 
     Melchisedec did not have a genealogical connection with the Levites, yet he received tithes from 
Abraham spontaneously.  Melchisedec accepted this situation and then in return bestowed blessing upon 
Abraham.  Abraham accepted this from him.  This was unusual because Abraham "had the promises" ( v. 6).  
The verb "had" ( ]

^_ [ \ Z X echonta) is a participle noting that Abraham "owned the promises" or was the 
"possessor" of the promises.  Having the divine blessing, he might have considered himself above being 
blessed by any man, but not so.  The full explanation is given (v. 7).  It is due to the fact that Melchisedec is 
the greater and Abraham the lesser!  And as the Scripture here states, the universal truth given here is not 
open to dispute (v. 7).  The claim of superiority is fully established.  How great was this Melchisedec to even 
have precedence over Abraham the patriarch! 
 
Conclusion   This section leaves no doubt in the mind of one who will carefully examine the truth that Christ 
stands in a superior position over the priesthood of the O.T.  Any Jew who is thinking of reverting to the 
O.T. as over against the N.T. had better give himself lots of thinking room.  He is on the verge of making a 
wild mistake.  Any Jew who feels the evidence is not great enough to cause him to give up his O.T. 
arrangements ought to give himself to see God's purpose as outlined in progressive revelation through Christ 
as the only One in whom faith is warranted both now and forever.  But what is good for the Jew to mark is 
also true for the Gentile.  God has no other Person through Whom salvation is gained than Christ (Acts 
10:43).  It is He, Christ, through Whom the message is being brought in these days (Heb. 1:2).  God give us 
eyes to behold Him!  Amen. 


