
FATHER'S DAY MESSAGE 
"Role Guidelines for Men" 

John 1:6 
 

Introduction 
1.  Scripture is patently clear that it is the LORD Who builds the house (Psa. 127:1).  
Any other effort is vanity or emptiness (                   ).  Make no mistake – God said it! 
2.  Upon the foundation of the LORD, it is evident that the man (male) is the most 
essential person to provide spirituality in the home.  From the earliest account – before 
the Mosaic law – Job demonstrated this (1:5).  It was done "in the morning" and 
"continually" ("all days"). 
3.  Regretfully the primary place of the LORD in the home has long been taken over 
by materialism, education, economic mobilit y, etc.  Hence, it is rare to find men 
offering sacrifices for their famili es as practiced by Job 2000 B.C.  God have mercy 
upon us! 
4.  It is time for us to reassert Biblical absolutes – even while they are being destroyed 
before our eyes – and aff irm that this is God's Word (Ps. 18, 24).  He has established 
the rules by which li fe is to be enjoyed (cf. Ps. 1; Mt. 5:3-11).  Violation of these 
dictums leads to disaster. 
5.  The role of the father/husband surely needs to be reasserted.  This means a father's 
function or duty merits expression.  Consider two areas in which a man is to exercise 
himself for God's glory and his own blessing. 
 
1.  IN THE CHURCH 
     Note:  This is given priority because a satisfied believer will see God as first of all – 
utterly supreme (cf. Ex. 20:2, 3); Deut. 4:39; Ro. 11:36; Rev. 1:8).  He is first of all . 
 
     a.  He is to Lead 
          An examination of the texts which detail the off icers of the local church make 
this evident (1 Tim. 3:1-13).  No place is provided for women deacons, elders, bishops, 
or pastors.  Simply, such could not be since these off ices require a wife (vv. 3, 11).  All 
the fuss about women's rights in the pulpits is clearly stated – they have none.  But a 
man is expected to lead. 
 
     b.  He is to Pray 
          Public prayer is declared by Scripture to be the responsibilit y of men (1 Tim. 
2:8).  That a male person is meant is given unquestionable firmness (Greek: ���� ����  
aner). Of course, this does not rule out women' s prayer groups.

     c.  He is to Teach 
          Considering the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12-14), women are not allowed to 
speak nor ask questions in the public assembly.  Rather they are to keep silence 
(14:34) and are not permitted (perfect passive ���	 
� �� � � 	 � � 
 epitetraptai) to speak.  
Rather women are urged to be in subjection (obedience).  If a woman wants to learn, 
she is to ask her own husband, but at home (14:34).  Indeed it is shameful or base 
( ���� �� �� ���  aisxros) for a woman to speak in church (14:35), rather she is to learn in 
silence with every kind (singular) of subjection (1 Tim. 2:11).  In fact, it is recorded 
that a woman is not to exercise authority (act as an autocrat) over the man (male 

gender), but to be in silence (1 Tim. 2:12).  With these very strong statements, it is 
clear that the man is to take leadership in the local assembly.  It is assumed the 
leadership belongs to fathers (1 Tim. 3:4, 5).  Violation of God' s Word will not warrant 
His approval. 
 
2.  IN THE HOME 
     a.  He is to Teach 
          As in the church, the man (husband, father) is expected to teach his wife and 
children at home.  This is inherent in the role he is to take in replying to questions 
raised by his wife or children.  In one sense, it is spiritual adultery for a woman to get 
answers to her questions from a man other than her own husband (unless he approves). 
Children are to be trained (nurtured) and disciplined (admonished) in the Lord by their 
fathers (Eph. 6:4).  These two responsibilities of the husband/father towards his 
wife/children are frightfully massive!  They include value systems, views on Christian 
living, and interpretation of the Bible.  This is obviously more than living a way of life, 
but is actually providing instruction. 
 
Note:  Unmarried women and those with unsaved husbands may get answers to their 
questions from a variety of sources: 1)  Their own father.  2)  Their Pastor (and wife).  
3)  Some Christian leader (and wife). 
 
     b.  He is to Head 
          Modern trends seem to indicate that children are little disciplined (cf. Eph. 6:4) 
and often control the home.  If "control" is too harsh a term, the children seem to 
dominate a man' s activities and decisions.  Scripture avers the father/husband role as 
head of the home (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:23).  He is to provide direction for the home in 
every exigency.  The decision making process for the home is in his hands.  The 
enormity of this responsibility is not to be underestimated. 
 
     c.  He is to Care 
          The married man (husband/father) is charged with two specific services:  1)  The 
Lord (1 Cor. 7:32).  2) His wife (1 Cor. 7:33).  Therefore, a single brother may give 
more attention to the Lord than the father/husband brother.  It is incumbent upon a 
married brother to acknowledge these responsibilities to please or render service to the 
Lord and his wife.  One must not be at the expense of the other. 
 
     d.  He is to Love 
          Of all roles given in Scripture, this one is perhaps the greatest consideration and 
most challenging.  The atmosphere of love is to permeate a home if the father/husband 
plays his role (Eph. 5:25).  More over, the standard of love is beyond common thought.  
It is to love as Christ loved the Church – He died for it!  Further, a fathers attitude 
toward his children would lead to this love (Eph. 6:4).  Unquestionably this is a major 
charge for the husband/father, who is not always given to this emotion. 
 
Conclusion  There you have it.  How our homes need men of this caliber – men of 
God!  May it be, dear brother, that you will be a man sent by God to our church and to 
the home in which you live.  To God be the glory and honor both now and forever. 


