Introduction to John Sunday, May 14, 2006
Introduction
The four gospels are often classfied acording to their charader. For instance
0 Matthew isthe gospel of the King, emphasizing his fulfill ment of the OT
prophedes regarding the kingdom.
0 Mark the gospel of the Servant.
0 Lukethe Gospel of the Son d Man, emphasizing his humanity.
0 Johnisthe Gospel of the Son d God, emphasizing his deity.

The gospel of Johnalso iscdled the gospel of belief, because it uses the word believe
or aderivative of that 101timesin 86verses. By contrast, in Matthew, Mark, and Luke
combined, the same words only occur 39timesin 35verses.

The gospel of Johnisaso the gospel of life, becaise the word life occurs 44 timesin
38 verses.

The Purpose of John

The gostle Johnwrote this gospel, the threeletters that bea his name, and the bodk
of Revelation. Hiswriting is deli ghtful in the sense that he lays out why he is writing very
clealy:

0 The Gospel of John “but these [signs] are written, that ye might beli eve that
Jesus isthe Christ, the Son d God; and that beli eving ye might have life
through hisname” (John 2031).

0 First John “These things have | written urto you that beli eve on the name
of the Son d God; that ye may know that ye have dernd life, andthat ye
may believe on the name of the Son d God” (1 John 513).

0 Reveation: “The Revelation d Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to
show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass and he sent
and signified it by hisangel unto his ®rvant John Who bere record of the
word of God, and d the testimony of Jesus Christ, and d all thingsthat he
saw. Blessd is he that readeth, and they that hea the words of this proph-
eqy, and keep those things which are written therein: for thetimeis at hand”
(Rev. 1:1-3).

For purpases of our present study, note that belief is John’s goa—belief in Jesus, the
Mesdah, the Son d God. This belief leadsto eternal life. This eternal lifeis defined for us
inJohn 173: “Andthisislife éernal, that they might know theethe only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hest sent.”

Caution Nedled in Studying the Gospels

There ae several points of which you shoud be avare when studying John, or the

other gospels, for that matter. Consider:

1. The churchislargely not in view. In Matthew 16:18, the church isyet future.
John 1317 redly givestheintroduction d the new phase of God' swork in the
church.

2. However, the church dd receve these documents from the pens of the gospel
writers, becaise they were written anywhere from 20to 50yeas after our Lord’s
deah and resurredion. They were not written just for the benefit of loosely sca-
tered Jewish people. Therefore, the church can benefit from them.

3. Furthermore, al Scripture, including the OT and the gospels, is given by inspira-
tion o God and s profitable for usto read and lean.

4. Thededh, buria, and resurredion d Christ was nat proclaimed in the four gos-
pels, because it had na yet happened. In fad, the disciples were quite confused
onthisisaie of Christ’sdeah (Matt. 16:21-23).

5. Themediatorial kingdom is emphasized in the gospels because the Lord Jesus
came and dfered it to the Jewish nation. Unfortunately, they would na haveit.

Instead, the Bible records, “Pil ate saith urto them, Shall | crucify your King?
The dhief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar!” (John 195).

6. Thelawisin full forcein the gospels. Jesus' parents off ered the saaifices com-
manded in the law at his birth (Luke 2:21-24). Even aslate & Matthew 23:2-3
Jesus told his audienceto obey the law from the mouth of the scribes and Phari-
sees. He said that he had na come to destroy the law, but to fulfill it (Matt. 5:17-
18).

7. In other words, the law was not yet fulfill ed at the beginning of Christ’s eathly
life—that had to wait until the end d hislife. The beginning of the “New Testa-
ment” then isnot redly Matthew. It isthe bodk of Acts. That is, the new cove-
nant was nat ratified urtil the deah of Christ, a subjed that does not come until
the end d ead of the gospels. Actually, some suggest that the NT redly begins
in Johris gospel, as it emphasizes the deity of Christ and hesalong sedionin the
upper room discourse aou the church. One reasonisthat the gospel of John
starts with “in the beginning” just like Genesis does. 1 Johna so mentions “that
which was from the beginning.”

8. Related to this, we can seethat the Lord was like one of the OT prophets (John
4:19—the Samaritan woman thouwght so; 44—Jesus pictured himself this way;
6:14—the disciples; 7:40—the people; 9:17—the blind man; Mark 6:15—the
people). And why would the people necessarily think otherwise, at least at first
blush? There had been 400silent yea's snce Malachi, and the last thing they
knew abou were the prophets. With mirades happening left and right, they
would think anather Elij ah or Elisha had come on the scene! He did cdl the peo-
ple bad to obedienceto the Law, whil e teating about the kingdom and fore-
shadowing what was coming in the future with the church.

9. Thegospelsare dl transitional. That is, they tell of the situation as God's dispen-
sational arrangement changed from Law to Grace The focus ifted from Israd
to the Church. It isaways the cae that between dispensations, a significant
amourt of new revelationis given to set the stage for the new dispensation and
make dea the new dispensationa resporsihiliti es.

These cattionswill help usto na avoid the gospels due to the difficultiesin proper
interpretation, but also na to overemphasizethem at the expense of other portions of
Scripture. They do nd have magicd powers becaise they have more red letters (if you
have ared-letter edition), because dl of the Bibleisinspired of God and living and power-
ful (Heb. 4:12). But a study of any of the gospels would serve to tead us more éout our
Lord Jesus Christ, andin turn, more eou God the Father, asthe Lord is the perfed image
of who Godis (John 118). After al, we ae being conformed to the image of Christ (Rom.
8:29) so it would be helpful to know more and more dou him, wouldn't it?
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Introduction to John, Part 2 Sunday, May 21, 2006

Outline
A simple outline of John's gospel is as foll ows:
I. Prologue Introducing the Word ............occveveeeinninnnn. 1:1-18
[I. Public Ministry of JESUS..........cccveveeiiniiiiiienee. 1:19-12:50
1. Upper ROOM DiSCOUISE........ccvvvvvviieieieee e e 13:1-17:26
IV. The Crucifixion and Resurredion.................... 181-20:31
V. EPIlOQUE.....ccoeieeeeee e 21:1-25

This eansto fit quite well the structure of the bodk, because the first 18
verses contain general statements about the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ. The
large second sedion is narrative aout Jesus ministry as he went about the land of
Israd. The scene shifts again in chapter 13 when he privately instructs his disci-
plesin the upper room where the final Passover med was held, and on the way to
Gethsemane. At Gethsemane, the scene thanges again when the cowd cameto
arrest Jesus and have him crucified.

“I Am” Statements
There ae some other crucial things to notice dout John's gospel. Oneisthe
gred “l am” statements made by the Lord.

LlamtheMessahn........ccccoveiiiiiiiiii e 4.26
2.l amthebread of life* .......cccoeevviviiiiriiinnnend 6:35,41, 48,51
3. I amthelight of theworld*........................ 8:12,9:5, 1246
Aol @M., 8:58, 185, 6, 8
. 1 amthedoar™ ... e 10:7,9
6. | amthe goodshepherd™ .........ccccooeveeeiiiiiiiiieennn. 10:11, 14
7.1 amthe Son of GOd.........ccvveveiiiiiiiieeieieeece e, 10:36
8. | amtheresurredion and thelife*...........ccccooeeivnnnnnn.. 11:25
9.l amMaster and Lord............ccoeeieeiiiiiiiiceeee e 1313
10. | amthe way, the truth, andthelife*.......................... 14:6
11 lamintheFather.......cccooooiiiiiiiiiiiii, 14:10, 11, 20
12. 1 amthetrue Vine .......ccveveeiiiiie e 151,5
13. 1 amnot of theworld..........ccoooovvvieeiiiiii 17:14, 16
141 @M akKing ..oeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeee e 1837, 1921

* Represents those seven texts normally considered as official “l am” stat e-
ments.

Miracles

It isalso important to noticein John's gospel the mirades. Inthislist arein-
cluded the “physicd” type of mirades, not including the manifestations of the
Lord’s omniscience (1:47-49; 4:17-19) which might be cdled miraaulous by
some. These miraaulous sgns play asignificant role in the bodk because John
uses them to convincethe readers that Jesusis the Christ, the Son of God, and that
they should believe in Him.

1. Turning Water t0 WINe........ocuuvvieeeeiiiiiec e 2:1-12
2. Heding of nobleman’s N ............ccccevvvveveivviieennnns 4.46-54
3. Heding of man at pod of Bethesda.......................... 5:1-16

4. Fedaling of 5,000 men (plus women and children)....... 6:1-14
5. Walkingon Water ...........cceveiiiiieeeeiiieeeie e d 6:19-21

6. Hedingof manbornblind ...............ccooevviiiiiiieennnld 9:1-41

7. Raising of Lazausfromtheded ........................... 11.1-44
8. The ReSUrredion...........veeeeeviiiieeeeeieeeeeiine, 2:19,20:1-29
9. Seaond huge cachof fish.............ccooeeee 21:6, 8, 10-11

In fad, an example of the mirades leadingto belief occurred in the life of the
nobleman (#2 above) and hisfamily. In John 4:53, the Bible tell s us that he be-
lieved when he redized who Jesus was becaise of the mirade he had performed.
But no matter how many mirades were performed, some refused to believe in
him (John 12:37).

Did you know that of the mirades listed above, the following are only re-
corded in John—#1, #2, #3, #6, #7, #9?

We lean from John then that mirades have an authentication function to
them—they verify that the mirade-worker is from God and iswho he says heis.
Of course, someone muld domirades under the power of Satan but then his mes-
sage would make this plain asit is compared with the Scriptures (Deut. 13:1-5—
notice his mirade happens, but his message isto depart from God). And naturaly,
if someone says they are from God and triesto domirades but they do not come
to pass then they are plainly NOT from God (18:20-22, where the message is
supposedly from God hut the mirade does not happen). That isto say,

His Message HisMiracles
Good prophet | Matches Scripture Come to pass
Bad prophet Seems to match Scripture | Do not come to pass
Bad prophet Does not match Scripture | Do not come to pass
Bad prophet Does not match Scripture | Come to pass

The interesting thing for ustoday is that God in Scripture has told us that the
miraculous has really ceased because there is no need for authentication of revela-
tion, since there is no new revelation. Do you hear of someone claiming to per-
form miracles all the time? Y ou ought to be immediately and seriously skeptical.

Jesus reflected the understanding that miracles do authenticate the messenger
when he said that the works which the Father gave him to do bear witness of Him
that the Father sent him (John 5:36).
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