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Introduction

John seems to be preoccupied with the question “Who is Jesus?’ After all, he
begins John 1:1 with the identity of the Word in relation to God, then in relation
to credion, and then in relation to man, then in relation to Johnthe Baptist. He
informs us that the Word shares all the dtributes of deity with God the Father;
that the Word isthe aeaor; that the Word islife and light for men; and that the
Word was not John the Baptist.

Now even thoughthere is no man greaer than Johnthe Baptist (Matt. 11:11),
John the Baptist was not the Word. Rather, he was the first of several withesses
cdled by the gostle Johnto testify of the identity of the Word. Not only did the
Word, Jesus, himself testify to his own identity, but in John 5:31-39 we seethe
entirelist of five witnesses: Jesus, John the Baptist, the miraaulous works that
Jesus does, God the Father, and the Scriptures. The testimony of all these wit-
nesses agreethat Jesusis the Mesdah and Son of God, sent by the Father to be the
Savior of the world.

So, the identity of the Word permeaesthe bodk. In faa, 20:31 tell s us that
John's purpose was to kring people to belief that Jesusisthe Mesdah and the Son
of God. You might remember badk to Matt. 16:13-16 when the “identity ques-
tion” arose that Peter answered, “Y ou are the Christ, the son of the living God.” It
isasif Johntakes up his pen to give his own extended answer to the very same
guestion. He arives at predsely the same answer in 20:31!

Actually, there ae anumber of esential beli efs about Jesus that must be held
by oneif he or she can lay claim to the title “ Christian.” Apart from these beliefs,
you cannot be aChristian:

1. Youmust believe in the resurredion (Rom. 10:9-10).

2. You must confessJesus Christ asthe Lord (Rom. 10:9-10, 1 Cor. 12:3).

3. You must hold to the doctrine of Christ (2 John9-11), including all of

theitemson thislist.

4. You must believe in the substitutionary deah, burial, and resurredion of

Christ (1 Cor. 15:3-4).

5. You must believe that Jesusis Christ and the Son of God (John 20:31).

6. You must believeintheincarnation (1 John 4:2, described in John 1:14).

Getting badk to where we began, with the identity of Jesus, it is unfortunate
that thoughHeis Light and Life, and though John and many others witnessed of
Him, He was not understood, he was not recgnized, and he was not receved
(John 1.5, 10, 11). But asmall number of people did and still do recéve him, be-
lievein him, and become dildren of God, as aresult of God s work in them
(1:12-13).

Starting in verse 14, Johnturnsto the relationship of the Word to the Old
Testament system or Mosaic dispensation. He is marking amajor shift in God's
deding with mankind here. Y ou will remember that the Jews held Mosesin very
high regard; the Law was paramount to them; God s revelation of the Law on Mt.
Sinai was awatershed event in their history. But now one greaer than Moses has
appeaed; the Law has been surpassed, and God has reveded not just Law but
Himself through Jesus Christ. Let’s ssehow this came éout.

1. The Word Became Flesh

Thisrefersto the incarnation, or “en-flesh-ment,” where the second person of
the Trinity permanently took upon himself human naeture. This includes physicd
flesh and the dl elements of human rature, sin alone excepted.

Note that the Lord is gill i ncarnated and forever will be. He is the only mem-
ber of the Trinity that isthisway. That body “prepared” (Heb. 10:5) is eternal.

He did not become aperson, asit were, for he dready was a person—the
seaond person of the Godhead. He did not suddenly become two people existing
in one body. He took human neture. We believe that at the virgin birth, which
effeded the incarnation, the Holy Spirit worked a mirade such that the person of
the Son of God was joined to an impersonal (not another person) human nature
and becane the God-man, without losing any deity and without losing any hu-
manity. He added flesh. He did not exchange anything. Heis dill as much deity
as before the incarnation.

The incarnation marks the end of Christophaniesin the Bible. John 14:9 says
that one who sees Jesus has en the Father. The ultimate revelation of God to
man isin Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:2-3). The gppeaance of Jesus to Paul on the Da-
mascus road was not a Christophany asin the OT—rather it was an appeaance of
therisen, glorified, incarnated Jesus.

Theincarnation is necessary for redemption to be acomplished, becaise a
perfed substitute had to pay for sin, but only a human could de. So redemption
required a human to die who also was God so that the off ering was perfed and of
infinite-value in its atonement for sin. It also presuppaoses the trinity for one of the
persons of the Godheal to take on humanity whil e the others did not.

By the incarnation we know that God values physicd life (hetook it on him-
selfl). We dso know that sin isnot inherent in human existence it is an intrusion
or unratural part of human existence

Jesus becane flesh, but did God look at us and then design Jesus' body in
like fashion? | think rather it was the other way around: Adam and Even were
designed in the likenessof God, including the body prepared for Christ. The first
couple truly had perfea bodies, formed acordingto the pattern of the One who
would come.

2. TheWord Dwelt Among Us

This phrase ssimply means that the Word lived among mankind generally, the
Jews locdly, and John and the gostles pedficdly. What a marvelous mirade
that this could occur. It is the beginning of the fulfill ment of repeaed promisesto
Israd that God would dwell with His people (Ex. 29:45, Ps. 68:18, Ez. 37:21-28,
Rev. 21:3).

The verb evokesthe ideaof livingin atent, the NT tabernade. Again, this
shows how the incarnation surpasses the OT system, becaise the old tabernade,
to the pre-Solomonic Jews, was where God resided on eath. Now, John affirms,
God has beaome flesh!

Because Jesus lived among men, the incarnation shows us that our High
Priest knows our temptations by personal experience (Heb. 4:15). He lived where
you live, not in some ivory tower somewhere!



3. TheWord’'sGlory Beheld

“We” hereis John and the gostles. We today obviously have not seen the
glory of Christ as Johndid in person with his own eyes. We beli eve but yet have
not seen (John 20:29). John personally witnessed the glory of Christ.

What does it mean to behold glory? It meansto view it, to takeit in with
one's eyes. Theimplicaion isthat one isimpressed with what is e, to be
amazed and marvel at it.

A. Glory that isUnique

The term “only begotten” is from the Greek monogenes. It means “of sole
descent,” the only child in afamily, without siblings. As aresult, our Savior is
unique. We could say ‘uniquely begotten.” Thereisno one like him. He shares all
the dtributes of God.

Others are cdled sons of God - Christians (Rom 8:14; Heb 2:10), angels (Job
30:7), the nation Israd (Hos 11:11), and the Davidic king (2 Sam 7:14), but none
in the sense given here for Jesus. For instance, chedk out Heb. 11:17 which refers
to Isaac @ Abraham’s o nly begotten son, but obviously Abraham had Ishmad as
well, and before Isaad So the term is not just one of first-ness but of uniqueness
Thisis not amatter of chronology (first begotten) but of descent. The enphasisis
on the only part, not the begotten part! It refersto the unique relation of Christ to
the Father. We ae not sonslike He is. We must avoid buddy-buddy stuff with the
Lord where we bring Hm down to the level of merely a brother, or bring our-
selves up to the level of aminiature-Christ. In aword, we need humilit y!

B. Glory Full of Graceand Truth

“Full of grace ad truth” means that thereis nothingladingin Christ'sdi s
play of glory. If there is any way that a person can be gradous and truthful, you
will seeit in Jesus. He adually reveds God's grace ad truth perfedly.

He dso brought with im a speda measure of those qualiti es as part of the
upcoming church age. His ministry, atonement, and provision is a marked mani-
festation of God's gracetoward man. We seethat grace(God' s unmerited, un-
sought favor) isaspeda charaderistic of thisage. It is now clealy reveded how
God dedswith sin utimately, unlike in the past when the Jews had only a shadow
of the goodthingsto come.

Truthisamark of all of Jesus and His ministry (John 14:6). So it should be
of us.

Conclusion
We get to seethe glory of the incarnate Lord in the Scriptures. The more we
read and meditate on the written Word, the more we will be cnformed to the
living Word, and be privileged to “see”his glory, that of the unique Son of God,
full of al grace ad truth.
MAP

Texts that Mention the Incarnation with Other Terms (seeMcCune, Systematic I1)

Matthew 20:28 He cane

John 6:51 He cane down from heaven

John 3:13 He descended from heaven

John 3:17 He was sent

1 Timothy 1:15 He came into the world

1 John 3:5 He was manifested

Phili ppians 2:7 He emptied Himself

2 Corinthians 8:9 He becane poar

Hebrews 2:9 He was made alittl e lower than the angels

Hebrews 10:5 A body was prepared for Him

Galatians 4:4 He was made of awoman

John 1:14 He was made flesh and blood

Romans 1:3 He was made of the seed of David acarding to the flesh

Romans 8:3 He was @nt in the likenessof sinful flesh. (Jesus was ared man, and
He gpeaed as a sinful man. He had the likenessof ordinary, sinful man but was
not sinful. There was a simil arity between His body and that of sinful man. Jesus
did not come “in sinful flesh” but in its “likeness”)

Phili ppians 2:7a He took the form of a servant

Phili ppians 2:7c He was made in the likenessof men

Phili ppians 2:8 He was found in fashion as a man

Hebrews 2:17 He was made like unto His brethren

1 Corinthians 15:47 He is the seacond man, the Lord from heaven

1 Timothy 3:16 He was God manifest in the flesh

Hebrews 2:14 He partook of flesh and blood



