John 1:6-8 John the Baptist June 11, 2006

Introduction

In verses 1-3 we saw the relationship of the Word of God to the Godhead, to
credion, and to mankind. Now before the bodk tell s us more aout the Light of
the World, thereis a brief introduction of Johnthe Baptist. Heis smply cdled
John tere, though 14 verses in the synoptic gospels cdl him Johnthe Baptist.

1. Man Sent from God, v. 6

Man — not just any person or awoman, but a man. What about Deborah in
Judges 4:4? So there ae examples of women in leadership in government or busi-
ness(Lydia, seller of purple, Acts 16:14). But in the church thisis not permitted.
Note 1 Tim. 2:9-14, esp. verse 12, and 1 Tim. 3:15which gves usthe mntext in
which Paul iswriting. Thisis how things areto be done in the church.

Sent — God had prepared him from birth to be his man at the proper time, to
cdl Israd to repentance (Luke 1:16-17).

God sends us out to viathe Grea Commisson, but we ae not “sent” like
Jesus in the incarnation (John 20:21).

2. Bear Witness of theLight, vv. 7-8

Threetimes Johnis sid to be awitness A witnessis one who testifies, as
under oath. He testifies favorably in this cese.

How about us? Our outread ministry hereis ort of pathetic, asfar as num-
bers of participants goes.

The objed of the witnessis the Light, the Lord Jesus Christ. We ae not testi-
fying of ourselves, or of al our goodworksto men, or of some modern phil oso-
phy, or whatever. We aeto tell people aout the Light of the World.

Why awitness? That men might believe. Thisisthe first use of the word be-
lievein this gospel of belief. And it is not just any belief of any fads but belief in
Christ.

3. Not the Light, v. 8

Johnwas not the Light. He pointed men to the light. There ae many false
christs today who want to take alvantage of people and say they themselves are
the light...follow me...give me money...

But the dtitude of a person should be one of true humility, like John'sin
John 3:30. Not one of ambition. Still he had agoodtestimony--Matt. 21:26. Acts
19:1-7 indicaes there were some who redly were “hangers on” to John's minis-

try.

Question: Was John the Baptist Elijah?

John 1:21-25 answers the question plainly. John urderstood himself not to be
John the Baptist, and the Pharisees understood him that way too. But compare this
to Matt. 11:14 which seems to make a ¢ose identification of Elijah and Johnthe
Baptist. The key there isthe “if.” There was a question as to whether they would
hea the Lord swords (Matt. 11:15). It turns out that they were not willi ng to ac-
cept it, so that Johnwas not Elijah after all. Elijah did appea in Matt. 17:3. Matt.
17:11 saysthat Elijah’s comingis yet future, but it will happen. The one who was
in the placeof Elijah for the first coming of our Lord, John the Baptist, was g0-
ken of as Elijah by the Lord in Matt. 17:12 and verse 13 indicaes that the disci-

ples understood his way of speaking to them about John. Luke 1:17 says that John
will come in the spirit and power of Elijah. Thus by association he wuld be cdled
Elijah.

It doesn’t seam to fit to me that Elijah would be re-incarnated as John the
Baptist. First of all, we don't believe in reincarnation. And second, the only thing
Elijah hasto dois come bad to the eath like heleft in 2 Kings 2:11. He does not
have to be born from the womb as a new person like John the Baptist did.
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