
THE BOOK OF JUDE 
"Examples of Apostasy" 

Jude 11 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  The Book of Jude is very practical.  It sets forth without equivocation a full description of 
apostasy.  Read it, digest it, and learn from it. 
 
2.  The immediate context for this study is the character of apostates (vv. 9, 10).  They 
blaspheme in ignorance, they are soulish, and they are self corrupting.  What a horrible state of 
affairs.  It is all the direct statement of the living God about apostates. 
 
3.  Are there any specific examples of this group?  Ah yes, the Holy Spirit has provided three.  
One is selected from the pre-flood period (Cain) and two from the wilderness journey of Israel 
(Balaam, Korah).  Get the message of God about them!  It is a dire "woe."  While this is a 
common interjection, it is an extremely meaningful term. 
 
1.  WAY OF CAIN 
 
    In a general comment, the Spirit indicates this is a "way," hence, a pattern of action.  As with 
Cain, so with apostates.  What they do is a "way" of action. 
 
    Moreover, the verb "have gone" is an aorist passive. hence the apostates are moved upon to 
do their dastardly activity.  This is a tremendous support for Romans 1 and James 1.  The blame 
must not be attributed to God, though He is sovereign, but squarely on the depravity of man and 
 his wil ful submission to his nature and diabolical forces.  How horrible! 
 
    So what is the "way" of Cain.  Succinctly, it is the appearance of true worship, but lacking the 
reality of the proper method or approach to God.  Thus, here is a departure from the faith.  He 
opposes God's revelation and will given through his parents.  He was instructed  about: 
 
    a.  The place of worship 4:4, 16 cf. 3:24. 
 
    b.  The time of worship 4:3.  Possibly the sabbath. 
 
    c.  The means of worship 3:21 cf. Heb. 11:4; Rom. 10:17. 
 
    d.  The nature of worship Lev. 17:11. 
 
N.B. Cain's offering was: bloodless, faithless, and utterly unacceptable to God.  It was apostate! 
 
2.  ERROR OF BALAAM 
 
    The text is clear.  The problem of apostasy here is connected with: 
 
 

    a.  Deceit 
         
        This is derived from the root of the noun "error."  It also means to wander, they wander 
from the truth.  It is an unutterable mistake! 
 
    b.  Reward 
 
        This is patently expressed by the noun "reward."  Balaam was out for hire.  What he did 
was with a view to personal gain. 
 
    c.  Passion 
 
        This is stated in the aorist passive verb "ran greedily."  It is a vigorous  metaphor to express 
running after something riotously.  The verb is also used of the love of God in Romans 5:5. 
 
N.B. 
1.  The error of Balaam (Jude 11) concerns a misunderstanding of the blessing of God upon 
Israel.  Though sinful, God would not curse Israel.  The grace of God is at question here. 
 
2.  The  way of Balaam (2 Pet. 2:15, 16) concerns Balaam's thirst for honor and wealth from his 
wizardry.  He wanted to market his gift of prophecy!  The service of God is at question here. 
 
3.  The doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2:14) concerns Balaam's teaching of Balak about how to 
corrupt Israel, a people whom God would not curse.  The holiness of God is at question here. 
 
3.  GAINSAYING OF KORAH 
 
    Here is the third example of the verse: Korah.  The account of this incident is in Numbers 16. 
 In essence, Korah had three charges brought against him: 1.  He sought the priesthood.  2. He 
gathered against the Lord.  3.  He murmured against the Lord (Num. 16:10, 11). 
 
    In response to these charges, the Lord wrought a most horrible judgment.  Korah and those 
who rebelled with him were swallowed up by an opening  in the ground (Num. 16:25-35. 
 
    The apostate problem of Korah was that he sought to exercise what pertained only to Moses 
and Aaron.  Pointedly, Korah was not satisfied with the purpose of God for him.  There are 
God-given roles within His creation.  These are to be maintained for the glory of God. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Apostasy invades all arenas of li fe.  This is openly ill ustrated by the fact that Cain departed from 
the faith of God.  Balaam departed from the purposes of God.  Korah departed from the service 
of God.  The only place of blessing is harmony with the revealed Word of God. 
              


