
 THE BOOK OF JUDE 
 "Last Day Mockers" 
 Jude 17-19 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  There is no reason for apostasy to be unknown.  God has carefully and painfully given 
the details.  Jude's entire epistle is designed to identify this theological distress. 
 
2.  Believers on the Lord Jesus Christ have an insight into apostasy which is not generally 
found.  This is due to the revelation of God as provided in the Bible.  Note how this 
revelation is indicated:- 
 
1.  INFORMATION PROVIDED v. 17. 
 
    a.  Addressed 
 
        The adversative "but" is employed here to show that there is a vital difference between 
the apostates and the true child of God.  The latter are termed "beloved."  This surely means 
they are such to Jude and to the Lord (cf. v. 20). 
 
    b.  Reminded 
 
        The aorist passive imperative is the form of the verb here.  Hence, "be reminded" and 
that by obvious case, there is no reason for the reminder!  The link here is with immediate 
first hand testimony! 
 
    c.  Expressed 
 
        The verb "spoken before" and the noun "words" mark a verbalized prophetic 
utterance.  There is no statement that the reference is to written testimony.  This would be 
the case prior to the completion of the N.T. canon.  The mention of "apostles" is in direct 
contrast with the testimony of the antediluvian witness of Enoch (v. 14).  The connection 
with apostles also links the prophetic gift with the gift of apostleship (Heb. 2:1-4 and the 
modern claims).  The full name of our Lord is used to give Him glory and match the apostle 
with God!  It also shows that our Lord is co-equal with the Father and Spirit! 
 
2.  IDENTIFICATION INDICATED vv. 18, 19. 
 
     The opening words (v. 18) show that the apostles were in the habit of speaking as 
outlined (imperfect tense).  But the use of the pronoun "you" rather than "us" shows that 
Jude accounted him self an "apostle."  Furthermore, the prophetic message indicated the 
apostates would show themselves "in the last time."  This is a period which began with the 
coming of Christ (Heb. 1:2).  The  end of the church age brings all of this to its greatest 
intensity (cf. 1 Tim. 4:1).  This time period is to be distinguished from the "last days" as 
they refer to Israel (Deut. 31:29).  Mark the character of the apostates:- 
 

    a.  Mockers 
 
        The concept of "mocking" at the Word of God is not new (2 Chron. 36:16).  There 
was plenty of it when Christ died (Matt. 27:29, 31).  It was at Pentecost (Acts 2:13).  Is 
expected in the last days of the church age (2 Pet. 3:3).  An apostate is an inveterate 
"mocker!" 
 
    b.  Walkers 
 
        The verb here means to "proceed."  The activity of the apostate is linked with a 
dreadful standard (so the preposition "after"), namely, their own "ungodly lusts."  Not only 
are they involved in ungodly acts (v. 15), but here are lusts which belong to and arise out of 
their impieties.  Terrible! 
 
     c.  Dividers 
 
         The double compound verb is only found here in the N.T.  It is a present tense 
participle and marks an apostate as one "who makes separations."  Obviously, this does not 
mean a moral sort, but a divisiveness which is characteristic of all those who walk contrary 
to the purpose and will of God (Psa. 133). 
 
     d.  Actors 
 
         The word "sensual" is the Greek word "natural" and is found of the unregenerate 
person (l Cor. 2:14).  He is really a "soulish person."  He has never been born again. 
 
     e.  Lackers 
 
         The present tense of the verb "have" shows that this is the constant truth.  They do not 
possess the "Spirit."  The reference is patently to the Holy Spirit (cf. v. 20).  How clearly an 
apostate is not a true child of God, though he may profess to be! 
 
Conclusion 
 
Believers are not to merely pass this li fe, but knowingly be a witness in this li fe.  Apostasy 
is not to be under-estimated, but known and watched.  Brethren, let us stand for our Lord 
and not diminish His Gospel! 


