
THE BOOK OF JUDEPRIVATE 


"Jude--Servant of God"


Jude 1, 2

Introduction

1.  The days of Jude are here!  Apostasy abounds.  People are not only liberal--and we have more than our share of that--but people who once professed the Gospel have now denied it.  That is plain apostasy.

2.  Some understand "apostolic succession" to mean a church with "authority," but Biblical apostolic succession is in the form of "wolves . . . speaking perverse things. . ." (Acts 20:29, 30).

3.  While we may plead the ruin of the church, we are never at liberty to be careless about the will of God.  The state of the church has nothing to do with the weakening of our responsibility.  Here is a call for greater watchfulness, more earnest prayer, the absolute adherence to the Word of God and honoring our blessed Lord above all else!  This is what the book of Jude is all about.  See how he starts his book:-

l.  THE AUTHOR--Jude.

    a.  Servant.  There is probably no more significant statement made by a writer of the Bible than this.  Jude puts himself where he belongs--as a servant.  The word in Greek means a "bondslave."  This suggests the true character of this man.  There is no question with this about freedom, if taken in the context of willing service.  His servitude is to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is a blessed yoke (Matt. 11:28-30).

    b.  Brother.  Here is the word which adds glory to the previous expression "servant."  James, the brother of Jude, was a brother of our Lord (Matt. 13:55, Mark 6:3; Acts 1:13), (word "son" in Acts 1:13 would be better supplied with "brother").  This James led the church (Acts 15) and to whom Paul made a journey (Gal. 1:15-19).  Jude at one time did not believe on our Lord (John 7:5), but later wrote an inspired book of the Bible!  He did not claim apostleship!  He did not accent his connection to Christ in the flesh!  He remained a "servant" (cf. James 1:1).

2.  THE ADDRESSEE--Believers.

    a.  Sanctified.  This verb notes the spiritual position of the readers.  Being a perfect passive participle, the position is intransigent!  Some texts read "beloved," using the verb "to love."  It is also the perfect passive participial form.  What a blessing to know this truth when the scorn of the world is heaped upon you!  The verb "love" seems more appropriate in the light of the prepositional phrase "by God the Father."  The Greek preposition "en" may very well mean "in God the Father."

    b.  Preserved.  Here is another perfect passive participle teaching the truth of eternal security.  While apostasy is rampant, true believers are "kept."  The form of the nouns "Jesus Christ" may be either dative ("for"), instrumental ("by"), or locative ("in").

    c.  Called.  While we certainly adhere to the absolute sovereignty of God, we never can deny the free will of man.  These two apparently diverse truths are perfectly harmonious in the mind of God.  Hence, the noun "called" here means the readers had responded (free will) to the efficient call (sovereignty) of God.  It is an inexplicable truth, but surely taught in the Bible.  How wonderful to know He called me!  I responded!  Hallelujah!

3.  THE APPROACH--Salutation.

    a.  Mercy.  This is the only place where "mercy" is implored for saints generally.  Usually, it is grace and peace.  It is a ground for what follows.  It is that in God which provides a Saviour for sinful man.

    b.  Peace.  This is the experience of the believing sinner.  There is no real peace except for the child of God (John 16:33; Phil. 4:6, 7; Isa. 26:3, 4; 57:21).

    c.  Love.  This is also peculiar to Jude in a salutation.  The singular participial verb calls for love's multiplication.  How needful!

Conclusion:

Jude speaks to the issues of our day, although he wrote long before John wrote Revelation!  Apostasy is nothing new.  Grace was abused in the first century.  Grace was turned into licentiousness in the first century.  What does this mean?  This is why Jude wrote.  It is a solemn epistle.

