
THE BOOK OF JUDE 
"But Ye, Beloved" 

Jude 20-23 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Here comes a breath of fresh air in this letter so involved in the doctrine of apostasy.  
Like the opening words of an earlier verse (v. 17), this one begins with a dramatic contrast. 
 A word for His own! 
 
2.  Rather than apostasy, positive action is prescribed for believers.  It is clear, concise, and 
direct.  Those who occupy themselves with these matters will never be caught in the snare 
of apostasy!  Here they are:- 
 
1.  EDIFICATION 
 
    a.  Personally 
 
        The verb is a present active participle.  It suggests constancy of activity.  As a 
compound, it has the thought of building a house.  But it is a personal matter--"yourself."  
The active voice shows personal involvement! 
 
     b.  Doctrinally 
 
         What a thrust in the face of apostasy.  The answer to error is truth!  Get the Word 
under your spiritual belt and there is no worry about growth.  Mark, it is "the faith," using 
the definite article.  Only here in the Bible is it called "most holy" as the superlative is 
employed.  It is the same faith as earlier (v. 3).  Those who are short on doctrine these days 
ought to really take a long look at the primacy of it in God's growth program! 
 
2.  SUPPLICATION 
 
    There are lots of words offered with pious desires, but few really get down to prayer in 
the Holy Spirit.  This has nothing to do with "unknown" tongues, but prayer which is born 
in the heart by the Spirit of God (cf. Rom. 8:26, 27; Eph. 2:18).  This sort of prayer li fe will 
have no room for apostasy because it's entire strength is in the Lord! 
 
3.  PROTECTION 
 
    a.  Individually 
 
        Using an aorist imperative and a reflexive pronoun, Jude urges true believers to action. 
 It is true that believers are kept by God's power (John 10:27, 28), but there is a sense in 
which the believer himself is occupied in spiritual relationships.  The human and the divine 
work side by side. 
 
    b.  Positionally 

 
        The sphere of activity marked here is "in the love of God."  Love is the active 
character of God's essence.  It goes out to bless others.  It is for us not only to keep loving 
God, but also to bask in the sunshine of His love. 
 
4.  ANTICIPATION  
 
    a.  Relatively 
 
        The mention of "mercy" linked with the Person of Christ is eschatological.  The 
coming of Christ for His own at the Rapture is the event in view.  The present middle 
participle shows consistent waiting and personal interest. 
 
    b.  Eternally 
 
        Interestingly, believers now have eternal li fe (l John 5:12), but there is the aspect of 
entering into this possession at the Rapture.  This is stated here. 
 
5.  COMPASSION 
 
    There are all kinds of textual problems at this point in Jude.  We provide what we believe 
is the best:- 
 
    a.  Conviction 
 
        For "have compassion," the thought probably is to "convict."  Thus, those who 
"dispute" (better than "make a difference") are to be brought under conviction for their 
apostasy.  Don't compromise; get to the bottom of the problem.  Silence the enemy! 
 
     b.  Salvation 
 
         Here is another present imperative verb followed by a present participle.  Those who 
are to be saved are to be snatched out of the fire!  Soul winning--what a privilege! 
 
    c.  Consideration 
 
        "Fear" is involved lest contamination of sin be experienced.  The loathsomeness of sin 
is patent here.  What a testimony in days when apostasy is accepted.  Old fashioned 
sanctification and holiness are still i n your Bible. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Jude gives a glorious word to believers.  They have a terrific opportunity.  Knowing what 
apostasy really is, they are challenged to a li fe of positive devotion to the Lord.  So be it!  
Amen. 


