
THE BOOK OF JUDE 
"Contending for the Faith" 

Jude 3, 4 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  As the brother of our Lord, Jude held a special place in history.  This was not 
pressed by Jude (v. 1).  He took the humble place of a bondslave of our Lord and 
this willi ngly.  He was used of God to write this epistle by inspiration of the Spirit. 
 His witness lives today! 
 
2.  The burden of Jude is concerned with the abuse of grace.  No one deals with 
this more than the apostle John who views not alone the abuse, but the very denial 
of the Lord and His Son.  This sort of message is not very popular, but necessary.  
Jude clearly marks out his course of action with these three thoughts:- 
 
1.  HIS INTENTION  
 
    a.  With a people.  The address used by Jude is sweet--"beloved."  It is only 
used here and in 3 John 2 at the beginning of an epistle.  Appropriate introduction 
for the contents. 
 
    b.  With a pattern.  To "give" is "to make" in the Greek.  Hence, Jude "made" all 
"dili gence" in writing.  Twelve times this word is used in the N.T. (cf. Mark 6:25; 
Rom. 12:8, 11; 2 Pet. 1:5).  There is a personal concern expressed in the word. 
 
    c.  With a portion.  The burden on Jude's heart concerned a particular portion of 
the Gospel--"the common salvation."  Since the present tense of the verb "write" is 
used, Jude intended to give some extended testimony to this matter.  "Common" in 
no wise demeans the Gospel.  Rather, it shows the salvation to be ordinary and of 
applicabilit y to all (cf. 2 Pet. 1:1; Titus 1:4).  Consider some of the great themes of 
the Gospel and salvation which Jude could have used in writing--justification, 
propitiation, redemption, etc. 
 
2.  HIS COMPULSION 
 
    a.  Necessitated.  There is such a constraint expressed here in the phrase "it was 
needful."  Jude had no options.  Furthermore, the use of the aorist for the verb 
write (cf. present tense in previous phrase) shows that there was an urgency about 
his task.  It is easier to speak positively, but there is "necessity" to speak 
negatively! 
 
    b.  Exhorted.  Jude's writing with "dili gence" and "necessity" was nonetheless 

in the form of an "exhortation."  This Greek verb holds three meanings: beseech, 
comfort, and admonish.  It is the root from which we gain the term "Paraclete."  
We need more old-fashion "exhortation" today! 
 
    c.  Indicated.  Jude makes no mistake.  He lays his burden down on the line.  It 
concerns "the faith."  This means a body of truth, a deposit made.  It is a "once for 
all " deposit.  Obviously, this means that there is no other truth to be given.  How 
erroneous, then, is the modern attempt to advance "revelations, visions," etc. in 
addition to the once for all revelation of God in the Bible!  Incidentally, the 
perfect passive of the verb "delivered" shows that the inspiration of the Bible is a 
work of God (God-breathed, 2 Tim. 3:16, 17) and therefore not the product of 
man.  It is for this revelation that Jude exhorts a thorough-going "contention."  
This verb means to "agonize" or "contend" as in an athletic contest.  It is a 
compound verb and only used here in the N.T.  It is high time we have more 
contenders! 
 
3.  HIS EXPLANATION 
 
    a.  Men who slipped in.  "Crept in" is a compound verb meaning to "slip in 
secretly as by a side door."  It is an aorist passive verb and only used here in the 
N.T.  Churches do not become apostate through the front door!  Error "creeps in." 
 
    b.  Men who would be judged.  There is no one created unto judgment, but it is 
"written before" (so Greek) that persons of this nature will surely be judged.  It is 
used four times in the N.T.  God gives fair warning that sin will be punished and it 
will ! 
 
    c.  Men who had turned.  Two specific sins are leveled against these persons:  
1) Turned the grace of "our God" to sensuality and violence.  This is odious 
indeed.  2) They denied the absoluteness of the Father (Greek uses "despot") to 
show God's utter solitariness.  Added to this is the denial of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 The possessive "our" makes the sin odious.  Mark: both verbs "turn" and "deny" 
are present tense to indicate persistent activity (cf. 1 John 3:9; 5:18). 
 
Conclusion 
 
There is every reason in the Book to wrestle for the Word of God.  It was true in 
Jude's day and is true today.  God's Word enjoins us to do it.  Rise up and stand 
for the truth, O man of God! 


