
THE BOOK OF JUDE 
"Eternal Judgment for Unbelievers" 

Jude 5 - 7 
 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Liberals have accused Jude and Peter of collusion in connection with the books 
they wrote.  The truth is: the Holy Spirit authored both books and used two holy 
men to do it!  A comparison of their books will reveal many similarities and 
differences.  All i s due to the same Author, the Holy Spirit, and the same subject 
matter (cf. Jude with 2 Peter 2). 
 
2.  Apostasy semantically means a "departure."  It is related to a truth formerly 
professed or known.  Apostasy is nothing new, it started in the Garden of Eden.  
Adam and Eve departed from original revelation (Gen. 3).  So did Cain, the men 
of Noah's day, time of the Judges, and throughout O. T. history.  The critical issue 
has always been: "hath God said?" and any departure from this is apostasy. 
 
3.  Three manifestations of apostasy are clear: a. Theological: one's beliefs.  b.  
Moral: one's behavior.  c.  Religious: one's worship of false gods.  Jude gives 
examples which touch on one or another of these. 
 
1.  About PEOPLE v. 5 
 
    a.  Reminded.  This verse begins with an adversative participle to show the 
difference between those of the previous verse and the concern of Jude for his 
readers.  Instead of "therefore" we ought to read "but."  It is a matter of "will " that 
the readers are given a reminder.  The truth is stated that his readers actually "once 
for all " (same as v. 3) "knew all things."  True born-again believers have been 
brought potentially into "all things."  Let no one feel he can plead ignorance 
because of age in his new birth! 
 
    b.  Saved.  The "Lord" is probably a Christophany in the O.T. (cf. Ex 23:20-23; 
32:34; 33:2, 14).  Here is a demonstration of an act experienced by a group of 
people.  The deliverance from Egypt was definite and real. 
 
    c.  Destroyed.  The word "afterward" means "the second time" of God's action 
with these people.  By a mighty stroke, the Lord destroyed the unbelievers.  It was 
their true character, this unbelief, as is shown by the articular participle.  
Apostates are not believers at all , although they profess to be.  The reference is to 
an actual incident in the O.T. (Num 14:27-37; cf. 1 Cor. 10:5-11; Heb 3:28-4:2).  
Apostasy is real and here is exhibit "A" from Jude! 

2.  About ANGELS v. 6 
 
    a.  Kept not.  We believe in created beings which are not of the order of humans 
and these are they.  Some who fell at the beginning are loose to pervert (Job) 
while others are here restrained.  The verb "keep" is aorist and makes their 
departure an historical event.  "First estate" is a word which has the primary 
meaning of "beginning," but a secondary meaning of "sovereignty, dominion, or  
magistracy" and thus of "first place of power."  This is what the angels did not 
"keep." 
 
    b.  Stayed not.  The aorist "left" shows again the historicity of the event.  The 
glories of God were rejected for the darkness of punishment!  What a choice!  
Their "habitation" is only used two times in the N.T. (here and 2 Cor. 5:2).  They 
apostatized. 
 
    c.  Lived not.  The verb "reserved" is the perfect tense of "keep."  "Everlasting" 
is a Greek term only used here and in Romans (1:20).  This is restrictive justice.  
There is coming a day of judgment for them.  (Rev. 20:10).  No created being will  
escape God's justice. 
 
3.  About CITIES v. 7 
 
    a.  Identified.  Two are mentioned by name and others are intimated (cf. Admah 
and Zeboim, Deut 29:23; Hosea 11:8).  Entire populations are involved in 
apostasy. 
 
    b.  Departed.  The aorist participle is a compound verb and the perfective use of 
the prefix suggests "utterly" giving themselves over.  It is an "out and out" 
apostasy.  Fornication is "lasciviousness" (v. 4), although here it is stated in the 
verb form.  "Strange flesh" is a horrible sin and actually involves homosexuality 
(Rom 1:27; cf. Gen 19:4-11). 
 
    c.  Exhibited.  Although a different term is used for "eternal" than in the 
previous verse, the truth is the same--there is eternal retribution for the sinner.  
What took place at Sodom and Gomorrah is the nearest approach to what awaits 
apostates in the future. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Apostasy is real.  Apostasy is to be judged.  Those of us who know the truth ought 
to be reminded of it.  It is not enough to preach the Gospel.  We must warn people 
of the dangers of unbelief and apostasy!  God's righteousness is consistent with 
His judgment. 


