
THE BOOK OF JUDE 
"The Dreamers" 

Jude 1:8 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Examples of apostasy have been faithfully recorded by the Holy Spirit 
(vv. 5-7).  Tragically, however, examples are not always heeded (l Cor. 
10:11). 
 
2.  In Jude's day, and surely today, there are those who may quite easily be 
classed as apostates.  They are people who have denied the truth which once 
they stood to defend.  This is the force of the prepositional phrase "in like 
manner."  The Greek denotes that despite the warnings of the past (vv. 5-7), 
the apostasy continues.  It is here today just as it was in the days of Jude.  
Revelation is timeless! 
 
3.  The apostates are termed "dreamers."  The original verb is a present 
middle participle showing a constancy about their dreaming.  It is only used 
here in the N.T.  That God has used dreams to reveal Himself is without 
question (Gen. 20:3, 6; 31:10, 11, 24; 37:5, 6, 9, 10; Num. 12:6; Judges 
7:13-15, etc.).  But there is also a false dream situation (Jer. 23:9-40).  
Furthermore, for today, it is essential that one accept a completed canon of 
Scripture and therefore an end to revelation (l Cor. 13:10; 2:10; Rev. 22:18, 
19).  Hence, an apostate actually lives in the unreal world of his own 
inflated imaginations.  There is no true revelation for him.  This leads him 
into three different dreadful areas of behaviour:- 
 
1.  Apostates DEFILE the flesh. 
 
    a.  Semantically.  The verb employed here is one which means to "stain 
with sin."  It is used at least five times in the N.T. (John 18:28; Titus 1:15 (2 
x), Heb. 12:15; and here).  It bears the idea of pollutions (cf. 2 Pet. 2:10).  
When one turns from the Word of God and His perfect revelation, it is 
evident that a serious uncleanness is to be expected. 
 
    b.  Practically.  Here is a straight word for all believers.  Apostates will 
have a lower standard of ethics then the Word of God.  They defile the 
"flesh."  Here is indulgence in fleshly sins (cf. v 4).  When beliefs go, so do 
morals!  The modern apostasy ecclesiastically has led to sordid forms of 

sensuality. 
 
2.  Apostates DESPISE dominion. 
 
    a.  Semantically.  The verb  used here is present tense.  It shows the 
persistence in activity.  This is what apostates do--relentlessly pursue an 
evil course.  The verb is used variously for "reject," "cast off ," and "despise" 
(Luke 10:16; John 12:48; 1 Thess. 4:8; 1 Tim. 5:12). 
 
    b.  Personally.  The word which is rendered "dominion" is really a term 
which has at its root the term "Lord."  It is used four times in the N.T. (Eph. 
1:21; Col. 1:16; 2 Pet. 2:10, here) being rendered "government" once and 
all other times "dominion."  In view of the use of the verb with respect to 
God (cf. Luke 10:16; John 12:48; 1 Thess. 4:8), it may well be that the noun 
"dominion" is actually a reference to an attribute of the true "Lord."  As 
such, the thought is irreverence for divine Majesty!  Certainly, the Lordship 
of God and Christ are despised by apostates! 
 
3.  Apostates DENOUNCE dignities. 
 
    a.  Semantically.  The verb here is transliterated "blaspheme," and this is 
its consistent use in the N.T. (cf. James 2:7; 1 Pet. 4:4, 14).  To 
"blaspheme" means to speak impiously or irreverently.  It is a fearful low to 
which mankind goes. 
 
    b.  Particularly.  The blaspheming is aimed at "dignities."  The term here 
is normally rendered "glory."  Being in the plural, however, it may well 
refer to "angels" (cf. 2 Pet. 2:10).  Hence, angelic orders are not properly 
recognized. 
 
Conclusion. 
When the facts are put together, it is a dark picture of apostasy.  There is 
uncleanness (defile the flesh), and irreverence (despise dominion) and 
disrespect (denounce dignities).  There is no doubt about it: apostasy leads 
to evil behaviour.  No one can honestly look at the current scene and deny 
what apostasy in the churches has brought to our society.  It has reached an 
unusual depth.  This may well be the "departure from the faith" spoken of 
respecting the "latter times" (l Tim. 4:1). 


