
THE BOOK OF JUDE 
"Contending for Moses" 

Jude 9, 10 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Apostasy is no foolishness!  It indulges in numerous acts which show Jude is 
indeed a book of the "acts of the apostates."  Apostates are not museum pieces, but 
street activists.  Their departure from the faith has led them to acts of violence 
which are entirely consistent with their defunct theology. 
 
2.  Three blatant acts are listed (v. 8): 1) They defile the body (pollute humanity).  
2) They despise dominions (oppose authority).  3) They denounce dignities 
(blaspheme God's order of things).  It is with this final act that  Jude now turns.  It 
relates to license with the tongue (vv. 9, 10). 
 
3.  Opposition to this section is legion.  It is not found elsewhere in the Bible.  
Several views have been expressed:  l) The material comes from the apocryphal 
book, "The Assumption of Moses."  2) Material is a quote from the O.T. (Zech. 
3:1).  3) Material is a summary of the rabbinical comments on Deut. 34.  4) 
Material is a retell of tradition.  The truth of the matter is that this, like all of the 
Bible, is a revelation from God.  It is direct from Him.  It is part of the progressive 
revelation provided by God over 1,500 years and 40 writers. 
 
4.  The character of apostates is clearly shown here.  Jude minces no words to 
indicate that they are identifiable by the manner of their li fe.  Consider these two 
items: 
 
1.  A Comparative ILLUSTRATION v. 9. 
 
    a.  About a man.  "Michael" is the angel in view here.  His name means: "Who 
is like God?"  What a glorious name.  He is a chief prince (Dan. 10:13).  He is 
always presented as the champion of Israel (Dan. 10:21; 12:1; Rev. 12:7).  The 
term "archangel" is only used in the singular in the Bible.  It is found elsewhere in 
Paul (l Thess. 4:16).  He is no mean man! 
 
    b.  About a matter.  The big issue here is "contending for the body of Moses."  
The Greek verb means: "a debated controversy."  This shows there was heated 
judicial involvement about the physical body of Moses.  Apparently, there is a real 
case between Michael and Satan over the body of Moses in two ways:  l) The care 
of the body and 2) The burial of the body.  It is all a matter of revelation and not 
some human speculation.  The Bible declares four were taken to heaven by 
unusual means: Enoch (Patriarchal period), Moses (Levitical period), Eli jah 

(Prophetical period), and Jesus Christ (the very Son of God, yea God Himself in 
the New Testament period).  Moses' burial was of God.  He was not allowed to 
enter the Promised Land because of the sin of disobedience and because he did 
not sanctify the Lord before Israel (Deut. 34:1-8; Num. 20:7-13). 
 
    c.  About a message.  The amazing disclosure about Michael is that in all his 
dealing with Satan, he did not dare to bring a charge of blasphemy against Satan.  
He did not level a charge of judgment against him.  Rather than attempt this, 
Michael turned the matter over to the Lord and asked Him (optative mode) to 
handle Satan.  This is the same as is recorded in the O.T. (Zech. 3:1-10) where 
Israel is view.  NOTE: The clear issue is this: apostates move in situations which 
are listed as license.  Those who trust in the Lord know better and leave the 
matters with Him. 
 
2.  A Definitive INDICATION v. 10. 
 
    a.  It is noted.  Modern apostates, including those of Jude's  time, express 
themselves and do so with evil matter about which they do not know (Greek: 
innate knowledge).  The obvious reference is to spiritual verities.  They are totally 
ignorant, but they talk! 
 
    b.  It is explained.  The response of the apostates and their loud talk is really an 
evidence of their "natural" understanding.  They are like ill ogical beasts!  It is all 
thinking through their understanding. 
 
    c.  It is directed.  What comes from the natural understanding of the apostates is 
"corruption."  There is no true li fe purpose, but there is li fe corruption.  It is all a 
self-destructive system and has no objective glory to God. 
 
Conclusion. 
 
Those who truly know the Lord bow before Him and rest upon His sovereign 
activity to deal with Satanic powers.  Apostates take things into their own hands 
and end up in evil and corruption.  Oh, to  walk in the ways of the Lord! 


