
JOHN: FORERUNNER OF MESSIAH 
Luke 1:5-17 

Background v. 5 
1. The original Greek points to something “came to be” at the dawn of Christianity              

(ginomai). 
2. It was all i n “ the days of Herod of king.”  This is Herod the Great (40-4 B.C.).  He was 

an Idumean by descent.  Because his reign was marred by paganism and bloody family 
horror, when he died he was hated by kin and the Jewish nation. 

3. The dark ominous period of Jewish history is, therefore, given a new day in the li fe of 
the coming Messiah whose advent was prepared by John the Baptist.  Mark these 
features of the Baptist: 

 
1.  PARENTAL PARTICULARS vv. 5-7 
     a.  Parental names 
          Zechariah means “The Lord remembers” while Elizabeth means “My God is an oath 
or is the Faithful One.”  To be a priest and married to a priest’s daughter was a double 
blessing and special distinction. 
 
     b.  Parental Spirituality 
          “Both” parents were righteous and walked “before God” in all the law.  The highest 
piety of the O.T. was represented in these two persons.  They were “ free from fault”            
(amemptoi). 
 
     c.  Parental Home 
          Three statements are made: 1) Both were advanced in age (probebekotes),  2) 
Elizabeth was barren and therefore 3) couple was childless -- a horrible sorrow for a Jewish 
married couple.  No hope to bear the Messiah (cf. Gen. 4:1). 
 
2.  PRIESTLY Practices vv. 5, 8-12 
     This section opens with the second use of “came” (ginomai).  The details of this portion 
of Scripture set the stage for the prophetic utterances concerning John. 
     a.  Zechariah’s order 
          Since there were thousands of priests, it was arranged that each course should in turn 
send a number of priests to the temple for a week to execute their off ice.  This particular 
week was the turn of the course of Abijah (cf. 1 Chron. 24:10). 
 
     b.  Zechariah’s lot  
          Because of the number of priests, it was allowed that a priest burned incense once in 
his li fe time.  This was that day for Zechariah.  This was done two times in a day (Ex. 30:7, 
8) and in the holy place. 
 
     c.  Zechariah’s service 
          Public gatherings for prayer came three times a day into the temple court or square 
outside the sanctuary.  The first and last of these coincided with the morning and afternoon 
incense offering.  When everything was prepared for the incense offering, all other priests 
left the holy place.  Only Zachariah remained “ for the time of the incense offering.”  When 
the ascending smoke was seen by the people (symbol of true consecration to God) the 

people fell down to pray silently.  This was a solemn moment of awesome silence 
throughout the area!!  
 
     d.  Zechariah’s experience 
          In the midst of this impressive silence, an angel was seen (same verb in 1 Cor. 15:5-8 
  ofthe) by Zachariah.  He was on the right side of the altar (side of honor) where Zechariah 
was engaged. 
 
     e.  Zechariah’s response 
          Given the conditions which obtained, there is no question about the comments of v. 
12.  Note: Zechariah was 1) troubled (cf. John 14:1) to see the angel, 2) fear fell on 
Zechariah.  This surely was no myth, but an objective appearance! 
 
3.  POWERFUL (Angelic) PROPHECIES vv. 13-17 
     a.  To Zechariah 
          1) Fear not ( me fobou ) present imperative = stop being afraid! 
          2) Prayer heard.  The aorist passive indicative verb shows the prayer “was heard” and 
therefore “ is heard” at this moment.  What was Zechariah’s prayer? -- about a child?  about 
the Messiah? 
          3) Wife to bear a son.  The impossible wil l take place in his family.  There is no 
mistake for it is “your” wife and will bear “ to you.”  
          4) You will call son -- John.  Hebrew etymology of this name is “ the gracious gift of 
God.”  What a significant meaning.  This suitable name, added to those of his parents, 
teach: the grace of God is soon to be revealed as the outcome of His remembrance of His 
covenant and of His absolute faithfulness!!  
          5) Joy and gladness to Zechariah.  In view of bareness, no son, and old age -- what a 
break through of exultation. 
          6) Many shall rejoice.  This probably refers to the devout in Israel (cf. Luke 2:25-
38). 
 
     b.  About John 
          1) He shall be great.  This greatness is “ in the sight of the Lord,” hence a statement of 
his personal holiness and resultant moral authority. 
          2) He shall not drink.  This ranks John amongst the Nazarites (Num. 6:1-21).  Others 
of this class were Samson (Judges 13:5-7) and Samuel (1 Sam. 1:11).  This sort of 
voluntary priesthood presents to the world a man absorbed with the Lord and His Word. 
          3) He shall be fill ed with the Holy Spirit.  From the very commencement of his li fe, 
John was to be fill ed with divine power.  Incredible (cf. Jer. 1:5). 
          4) He shall turn many.  By virtue of his spiritual equipment, John will t urn many 
estranged Israelites to God (cf. Jer. 3:7, 10; Ezek. 3:19; Dan. 9:13). 
          5) He shall go before Him.  Details of John’s mission (v. 16) are given (v. v. 17).  As 
Eli jah will come before the second advent of Christ (Messiah) to the earth, so John comes 
before the first advent of Christ.  All will be done to “make ready” a people “prepared” 
(kateskeuasmenon) for the Lord. 
 
Comment  
So the forerunner has come.  So has the Messiah Jesus.  What is your relation to Him? 


