
THE BOOK OF LUKE 
"Preparation for the Messiah" 

Luke 1:67-69 
Background 
1.  Many believe that preparations may involve more time and energy than the actual events.  This 

seems to be true about a meal!  Whatever, preparations are significant and important. 
2.  Those who study their Bible recall the protoevangelium (first Gospel) of Genesis 3:15.  The record 

of the Messianic promises from that verse to His advent is frequent and patent in the O.T. and 
N.T.  What a marvelous witness to the lateral fulfill ment of the Word of God.  Good apologetics. 

3.  Obviously, since Israel as a nation was God's focus in the O.T., it is to be expected that the nation 
is prominent respecting the final preparations for Messiah's arrival.  There are specific ways in 
which this is recorded in the Word. 

 
1.  WAY #1: FROM A FATHER vv. 67, 68 
 
    This is a reference to Zacharias, the father of John the Baptizer.  He is called upon to clarify the 
name to be given his child (cf. Luke 1:57-66).  Rather than calli ng him after his father (v. 59), 
Zacharias called him "John" as he had been divinely instructed (v. 13).  He did this:- 
 
    a.  By the word of the Holy Spirit v. 67 
 
        The passive form of the verb "fill ed" confirms that God moved upon Zacharias.  What he spoke 
was a direct revelation from God.  This is a divine message! 
 
    b.  By the word of prophecy v. 67 
 
        The aorist form marks that here is an historical record of what Zacharias did.  It is perfectly 
consistent with the time before the N.T. record was written.  Prophetic utterances of this sort are no 
longer required.  We now have the written Word of God!  Prophecy of this sort has ceased. 
 
    c.  By the word of blessing v. 68 
 
        The verb "praised" (v. 64) is the same as "blessed" (v. 68).  This is the "Benedictus" of Zacharias 
as "he began to speak blessing God" (v. 64).  Like Elizabeth, so her husband expends himself in the 
glory of the Lord.  Nothing in these words speaks of self.  Let us learn to do the same!  All glorifies 
the Messianic preparation and prophecy. 
 
2.  WAY #2: THROUGH A SON vv. 76-78 
 
    Zacharias singles out his new born son (child) John, by the singular second person emphatic 
pronoun "thou" (you).  It forever locks in John's place in the entire prophetic picture of the Messiah 
(v. 76).  The Scripture teaches: 
 
    a.  John's call  v. 76 
         
        He is to be called a prophet of the Most High.  Here is indeed a unique ministry.  John is li fted 
above the numerous voices which did not have a divine claim.  Moreover, of all the prophets in Holy 

Writ, John has this peculiar function--the immediate forerunner of the Messiah!  He is to actually go 
before the face of the LORD so as to prepare His ways.  No surprise, then, that John came prior to the 
Messiah and heralded Messiah's coming!  But he was close to Messiah's advent--before His face! 
 
    b.  John's commission v. 77 
 
        Here is the heart of the Messiah's mission--to give knowledge of salvation to Messiah's people.  
This is epexegetically (provide details) noted as "in the remission of their sins."  Thus, John's great 
function was to point to the Messiah as the Saviour, the sin-remitter.  Glory to God (cf. 2 Tim. 3:15).  
This is a purely spiritual task for the Messiah--He and He alone. 
 
3.  WAY #3: BY THE MESSIAH 
 
    Here is the nub or core of the Scriptures.  It is a rehearsal of the Messiah's work.  Consider these 
expectations about the Messiah:- 
 
    a.  Promises about Messiah vv. 68-70 
 
        It is the Lord God of Israel (v. 68) Who spoke through the mouths of His holy prophets (cf. 2 
Pet. 1:20, 21; Heb. 1:1).  The historicity of the prophets is aff irmed by "which have been since the 
world began."  A summary of the prophetic voice concerning Messiah includes: 
 
        1)  God's visit to His people (v. 68). 
        2)  God has redeemed His people (v. 68).  (Greek: God made redemption . . . .). 
        3)  God has raised up for His people (v. 69).  The metaphor "horn of salvation" notes a strong or 
mighty Saviour.  Moreover, the Ssaviour is in the house of God's servant, David i.e. Davidic lineage 
for Messiah. 
 
NOTE:  The three verbs (visit, redeem, raise up) are all aorists i.e. indicates an historical fact done, as 
far as God is concerned. 
 
    b.  Purposes about the Messiah vv. 71-75 
 
        God's prophetic program for the nation Israel is here outlined.  Those who wipe out a future for 
Israel have no sensitivity to a literal Bible.  Such antagonism to the Word of God must not be 
tolerated by those who believe Scripture to mean what it says (whether John 3:16 or Luke 1:71-75).  
Included here for the nation: 
 
        1)  Physical salvation vv. 71-74 
        2)  Covenant promises vv. 72, 73 
        3)  Revived spirituality vv. 74b, 75 
 
Afterward  All of this preparation through John is by the agency of God's tender mercy (v. 78a) 
expressed by Messiah's advent (v. 78b).  That Advent gives light to those in need (v. 79a) in order 
(purpose) to guide feet in the path of peace (v. 79b).  Oh, to know by experience His tender mercy, 
His light, His peace.  Run for it--NOW! 


