
 THE BOOK OF LUKE 
 "Why the Triumphal Entry?" 
 Luke 20:9-18 
 
Introduction 
1.  The triumphal entry of our Lord into Jerusalem is an exciting demonstration of the Lord Jesus 

Christ as the Messiah of Israel.  He underscored His place in Jewish history and prophecy by 
cleansing the temple on that day. 

2.  But He did more!  In a series of utterances He pointed out without any possibilit y of 
misinterpretation that He was the Messiah.  One of these is the parable of the husbandmen found 
in the text of this study. 

3.  This parable basically notes that the offered grace of God in Christ Jesus, if rejected, yields the 
dreadful judgment of an eternal God. 

Consider these points of evidence:- 
 
1.  AN EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE  v. 9 
    The word "parable" is the transliteration of a Greek term.  It literally means to throw or place side 
by side.  Hence, it involves placing one thing beside another for the purpose of comparison.  
According to Matt. 13:13-17 this form of teaching was used in judgment against the nation Israel! 
    Who are involved in this parable?  They are listed in the text:  a.  The people--this is a reference to 
Israel.  b.  Certain man--this is a reference to God.  c.  Vineyard--this is a reference to Israel as a 
nation (cf. Isa. 5).  d.  Husbandman--A reference to the leaders of Israel. 
    The stage is thus set for God to reveal truth concerning the nation and Christ's position of authority 
as the promised Messiah! 
 
2.  AN INTENTION OF GOD THE FATHER vv. 10-12 
    It was the intention of God to find at the right "season" some fruit in the nation Israel.  Therefore, 
He sent into Israel for such to be given  unto HIM!  He did this three times with most disastrous 
results.  It is all specifically and with detail related here: 
    a.  First time v. 10.  The servant sent this initial time did not gain fruit, but a beating!  The verb for 
this action means to flay or thrash (cf. John 18:23; Acts 5:40).  He was summarily sent away without 
fruit! 
    b.  Second time v. 11.  A different servant was now sent ("another" means another one of a 
different kind).  The Greek uses a Hebraism by noting that God "added to send another."  What grace! 
 He also was beaten (same word as above) but also treated with indignity.  The verb in this instance 
means to dishonor and insult.  He also was summarily sent away without fruit. 
    c.  Third time v. 12.  The same Hebraism is used here in adding a third servant.  The results were 
more disastrous.  This one was wounded and in the Greek this verb denotes the idea of traumatizing 
someone.  Only used here and in Acts 19:16.  In addition, he was "cast out" which is a more dramatic 
action than expressed in the previous two occasions. 
    These efforts on the part of God the Father were His prophetic movements with Israel through the 
years.  Undoubtedly the whole gamut of God's patient attempts to reach Israel are embodied in these 
verses. 
 
3.  AN INTERVENTION BY GOD THE SON vv. 13-15a 
    Having been unable to penetrate the situation with three servants, the Lord of Israel does not give 
up in despair.  He goes one more mile.  The question of this verse is almost like that given to Isaiah 

(6:8) except that this is one presented in the eternal counsels of the Lord God Almighty, the triune 
God Whom we worship.  There was but one action He could take and this He did.  He sent His 
"beloved Son."  This was the breakthrough of all time in the battle waged for the souls of men. It was 
God's expectation that the husbandmen would "reverence Him."  The bald facts did not support his 
hope of men turning toward Him.  Here they are: 
    a.  They reasoned.  This verb means to balance accounts.  They sought to get things considered 
from their point of view.  They concluded He had to be kill ed. 
    b.  They cast Him out.  The same verb used earlier of the third servant sent by the Lord of the 
vineyard. 
    c.  They kill ed Him.  This was the final and last outrage which could be provided.  They did it!  We 
cannot exonerate the nation from its involvement in the murder of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 
4:26-28). 
    The saddest story of all history is given in these few verses.  The blessed Son of God Who came in 
the fullness of time was subjected to the most heinous crime of all time. 
 
4.  AN INTERROGATION FROM GOD THE SPIRIT vv. 15b-16 
    This is the second of three vital questions raised in the Scriptures in this section.  The "therefore" of 
the text is a small word, but it is based upon a whole structure of evident divine efforts!  What more 
could He do than what He had done?  Judgment alone is left for those who reject grace!  Three future 
tense verbs describe the action of God.  They stand as a word from the Spirit of God:- 
    a.  He shall come.  God sent His servants, His Son, NOW He will come Himself but not for fruit, 
but to judge! 
    b.  He shall destroy.  Matthew (21:41) adds some forceful words here.  He writes: "He will 
miserably destroy those miserable men."  This play on words is just as the Greek has it.  Weymouth 
translates it: "He will put the wretches to a wretched death." 
    c.  He shall give.  The vineyard would be passed on to another group.  This is probably a reference 
to the nation which ultimately would receive Him but may also refer to the Gentiles (cf. Rom. 11:25, 
26). 
    The pious protest of the leaders was pointed for they said: "God forbid."  It was not for God to 
react; it was for them to repent! 
 
5.  AN EXPECTATION THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES vv. 17-18 
    Our Lord has eyes which pierce through.  Such is the original intent of the Greek verb "He beheld 
them"  In doing this, He also posed the third question of the section.  He urged them to turn to the 
Word.  Mark our Lord's words:- 
    a.  Quotation.  This comes from Psa. 118:22.  What had happened at Calvary was His rejection.  
What happened at the empty tom was His exaltation!  If only the leaders had interpreted the Word of 
God correctly! 
    b.  Confrontation.  Christ is both the Stone of salvation and the Stone of judgment.  The  
verb "broken" means to shatter.  Nothing would be left!  The verb "grind to powder" is also forceful.  
It suggests the idea of winnowing and hence to scatter as dust.  No hope is left for those who reject 
HIM. 
 
Conclusion 
Our Lord's coming into Jerusalem was more than a donkey ride.  It meant He came to proclaim 
Himself as the Messiah.  Sad to report--they didn't want Him.  Do YOU? 


