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The Book of Philippians

"Practical Christianity”
Philippians 1:10

|
i Intreduction

‘ 1. The death of our Lord Jesus has opened the way to pray
|

to the Father with boldness (freedom). This is the firm
teaching of Hebrews (10:19, 20).

| 2. Paul’s many personal prayers in the Word are evidence

‘ of his unceasing concern for the believers. Certainly this

} is keenly observed here (vv. 8-11). The intensity of his
prayer concern is notad (v. 8).and also his desire to see
love, knowledge, and discernment in the lives of the be~
lievers (v. 9).

|
‘ 3. But there is much more for which Paul prayed. Two
} more petitions are given in our text:

1. Request for DISCRIMINATING APPROVAL v. 10a.

a. Its goal

The grammatical construction here ("that") may
either express purpose or result. Whichever, the idea of
a goal is in view. Therefore, the items of v. 9: love {the
denial of self interest), knowledge (the full und rstanding
of God's will/works), and discernment (sensitiveness to
Biblical standards) are to lead to other issues, including
those things which please God. Truth as described (v. 9)
is not an end in itself. It moves toward a positive goal
set by God.

b. Its gain

The thought here is that the verb means to approve.
It means to test something and come up with an approval. It
was used of assaying metals. One is to have certain doc—
trines (v. 9) in order that or for the result. of coming up
with approval of that which pleases God. Acceptance comes
only after a test (1 Thess. 2:4 where the verb is rendered
"allowed" and "try'). Satan did not seek in his tesgt of
Christ to approve Him, hence another Greek verb is used
(Matt. 4).

c. Its ground
"Things that are excellent" means "things that dif-
fer or transcend" (Rom. 7:18). The basic thought in this
chrase is that Paul prayed they might get to that which is :
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