THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
“A Bles=d Prayer”
Phili ppians 1:9-11

Introduction

1. A clea statement has been gven about daves, saints, and saved (vv. 1, 2). Alongwith
the bishopsand deaons, this provides the salutation of love to the church at Phili ppi.

2. The gostle Paul isfill ed with thanksgiving for the beli evers, hence he prays for them
(vv. 3, 4), is gratified for their fellowship (probably their gifts) (v. 5), enjoys
confidence d&out God swork inthem (v. 6), and hasredprocatingthoughtswith them
(v. 7).

3. So persuaded isPaul about hisgoodthoughtsregardingthe Phili ppians, he cdls Godas
hiswitness(v. 8) that heredly does pray for them (vv. 9-11). Note hisopenness*And
thisl pray.” Thereisno daubt asto thefad of hisprayer nor the content of hisprayer.

The prayer content relates to four arezs:

1. THEHEART v.9
The key here isthat the love of the Phili ppians (your) might increase. What a purport
for prayer (cf. purpase). Theverb “abound” meansto “overflow.” This, of course, means
spiritual growth! The ideasmadks of the work of the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39). Three
additional subareas are listed:
a. Overflow -- more and more
The ideais difficult to capture, but surely there is the thought of boundlesslove.
Lovewould betowards God, towards beli evers, and toward theworld. Oh, Lord, increase
our love!
b. Overflow -- in knowledge
An intensive preposition is compounded with the usual verb to indicete ared deep
knowledge. Thisthought is used by Paul 16 times and 4 times by Peter. It expresesa
depth of knowledge which gvesrareinsight (1 John4:7).
c. Overflow -- in judgment
Thisismanifold (“all”) for itsdemandsto be exercised. Discernment or insight isat
theroat of thisword. TheMesdahis snt to bewith this-- quick of understandingor quick
of scent (Isa. 11:3). It may well refer to the sense of spiritual smelling. 1 Cor. 12 might
providethisidea(v. 17). Henceinthe body there ae spiritual fed, hands, eas, eyes, and
noses!

2. THEMIND v. 10
Thereisred designfor the prayer of v. 9. It isaview to (that-- unto) approach adistinct
objed.
a. Mental approva
The aticular infinitive enphasizesthe goal of the overflowing heat. It is o that the
believer will be @leto dscriminate. Theverb used meansto prove so asto set the sed of
approval on one rather than another. Hence, to prove meansto approve (cf. 1 Cor. 9:27).
b. Moral excdlence
The neuter present participle, “things that are excdlent,” may aso be rendered
“thingsthat differ.” Onthewholetheformer ispreferred. Sinceit agreeswith the concept
of judgment (v. 9). Hence the mental approving is concerned with “things that are
excdlent.” The mind, therefore is direded to what is most discriminating. While

recgnizing the distinction between good and not good, the good and better are the red
isaues. Blessd gift of discrimination based onthekind of heart described in the previous
versel

3. THE CHARACTER v. 10
The progresson of thoughts hereis clea. First the heat, then the mind, and now the
charader is affeded. The purpose dause with the verb “be” isindeed incredible. Asthe
Spirit indicates, the dharader istouched in threedimensions.
a. Concerning ourselves
Thisisthe emphasisof “sincere.” Thisword isonly found here andin 2 Pet. 3:1, but
its derivation seams to related to pure, single heated. It suggests to be tested by the
sunlight, something like an X-ray. Certainly the concept of simplificaion of motive and
conduct isinherent.
b. Concerning others
“Without off ense” may beintransitive or trangitive. Theformer would emphasizethe
inward life of the Phili ppians and the | atter concerns causingothersto stumble. Surely bath
are meritorious (cf. Heb. 12:13).
¢. Concerningour Lord
The dharader of the child of God should be with referenceto or with aview to the
“day of Christ.” Surely thisisamgjor issue in the Word (Titus 2:11-13; 1 John 2:28).

4. THE CONDUCT v.11

What a dimadic versefor thismarvelous prayer. The perfed passve participle patently
affirms the intent of the ettire prayer. As Paul sat it out in the Roman prison, he was
direded by the Holy Spirit to consider the heat, the mind, and the dharader of the
Phili ppians. Asa cgstone to his prayer for them, the thought of consistently beingfill ed
cgptured his pen. Three onsiderations are sent forth:

a. Filled -- with what?

Whil e there is divergence whether the text reads “fruits’ or “fruit,” the ideais that
righteousnessisfruitful. All else mnsidered, the prayer expeds an abundanceof fruitina
believer'slife.

b. Fill ed -- throughWhom?

Theonly OnethroughWhom fruit ispassbleisthe Lord Jesus Christ. By His girit,
Hepromisesnew life and so also producesthefruit. Heisthebasisfor it all (cf. John 151-
8).

c. Filled -- for what?

Hallelujah. Who else but God gets all the glory and praise. The true goa of the

whole processof salvation (Paul’s prayer) ist he Lord (Ro. 11:36).

Conclusion
Want to know how to pray? Real these verses. Hereisagred stimulation and educéion
on prayer. Itis © swed and instructive. God help usto pray like thisfor one another!



