THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
“Response to Jesus Example”
Phili ppians 2:12, 13

Review

1. The asumptions of this chapter (vv. 1-4) €licit a strong command (v. 2) which is
followed by six exhortations (vv. 2-4). These very appedsweretheincredible“mind” of
Christ (v. 5).

2. Demongtrating the “mind” of Christ are the seven steps He took down: 1) Existing as
God. 2) ThinkingasGod. 3) Making ro reputation. 4) Takingaservant formand madein
likenessof man. 5) Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself. 6) Being
obedient unto deah. 7) Being crucified with a servant’s deah.

3. Itisthis lf-humili ation of our blessed Lord which isthe mind believersare cdled to
emulate (v. 5). Moreover, the seven steps up by which the Father responded to the Son’s
humili ation (vv. 9-11) expressthe glory of the “mind” of Christ.

4. Withthisblessed badground, the Spirit of Godinstructed the Apostle Paul to writethe
versesin the present text to expli cae the significance of our Lord’sexample. Thisiswhy
the mnjunction “wherefore” isgiven (v. 12). It throws one bad to the context and makes
the example of Christ something of spedal note. The word could be rendered
“consequently” or “so then.”

5. It is important to adknowledge that the Apostle is addressng “brethren,” hence
believers. They have recéved Jesus as their Emancipator (Saviour) consequently, Heis
their Exemplar -- that’s the proper order (cf. Eph. 5:1).

6. Thank God, the Lord Jesusis aso the Enabler of the believers. Thisisthefocusinthe
word “now” of thetext. A believer is saved from the pradice and habit of daily sinningbut
he is also being saved unto the pradice and habit of daily holiness So, what are the
exhortations of the now or unto salvation? Look at them:

1. OBEY

Hereisone of the primary Christian charaderistics-- obedience Itis gated of our Lord
in His €lf-humiliation (v. 8). Elsewhere Paul refersto it as “obedient faith” (Ro. 1:5).
Surely thisisthe message of the Word -- thefaith that savesisthefaith that obeys! All the
texts teading working faith suggest this (cf. James 2:14-26). The one who merely
“believes’ (heas), but does not “do” (obey) redly deceves himself (James 1:22-25).

So long as Paul isin Phili ppi ( ) the Phili ppians
“adways’ obeyed. But that was not enough There is the “now” of Paul’s absence (

) which required a “much more” obedience (cf. 1:27). A

similar matter was in the days of the Judges (cf. Judges 2:16-19).

2. WORK

Theverbisapresent tenseimperatival formintheplural. If ever therewere aterm that
showed the Christian life being invested with responsihiliti es, thisisit! Being enamored
with the shee joy of the Christianlife, without acceptingits srious Sde, isagravefailure.

Note these aspeds of exhortation:

a. Work hasagrea Possesdon -- “your own salvation.” Whileit isHis slvation (Eph.
2:8,9) and we aeto show it forth (Psa. 96:2), it is neverthelessours by takingit from His
pierced hands. Thank God, this eternally “your” salvation buries the past, changes the
present, and insures the future.

b. Work has agrea Program -- “work out.” ( )
Simply, this means God works salvation in our lives o we can work it out by our lives.
Strabo (b. 64-62 B.C.), a Roman, wrote in Greek about the oncefamous slver minesin
Spain. He used the same Greek verb ashere. The mineswere“worked out.” The Romans
exploited and got the utmost value out of the mines. So we aeto mine salvation and gain
the nugeets of personal charader which are in our salvation.

¢. Work hasagrea Pasdon -- fea and trembling. Actually, thesetermsare beforethe
verbinthisphrase. Thisdoesnot mean adread or shrinkingfrom God, but awatchfulness
and eagernessto think reverently and have mnstant consciousnessof God' spresence(cf. 2
Cor. 7:5; Eph. 6:5; 2 Pet. 2:10).

3. BELIEVE
Hereisamarvelousfad. Itisnot apossbility, but present sovereignadivity of Godin
behalf of believers (beloved, ). Look at these facds of
the matter:-
a. God'sgrace
It is the Almighty who continualy works in believers (
). The“for” isexplanatory and not an argument. Surely “God’ isemphasized becaiseHe
is utterly the Sovereign. He worked on usto save us (John 16:7-11); He works with usto
serve Him (1 Cor. 3:9); Hall elujah He worksin usto sanctify us (Ro. 8:4; 1 Cor. 6:19; Gal.
2:10).
b. God sdifts
Amazngand incredible -- God will s ( ) and God does
(work in, ). Thesetwo verbsindicae huge problems. They
are expressed in the battle of the believer’ snatures (Ro. 7:15-25). Clealy no one can save
himself and no one can live the Christian life. It is God Who will s and it is God Who
worksin! Peter expressed it (2 Pet. 1:3). Bible salvation is patently theocentric and not
anthropacentric. Christianity isaDivine life (Col. 1:27).
¢. God'sgoal
Regretfully, the ommon version (KJV) misses the meaning of the preposition “of”
Hisgood deasure. Thisparticle ( i3 better rendered for the sake of,
in behalf of, for. Thisisthe goal or intent for Hisin working. Hewill not fail to carry out
His vereign gadous purpose @ncerning believers (cf. Eph. 1.5, 9, 11). This is
obviously the teading of Scripture (Ro. 8:28-30).

Conclusion

The antinomy of these two views presented here has baffled many. To those who accept
the fadt of salvation beingawork of God, thereisno problem. It isfor all who accet the
sovereignty of Godto appropriate that in Hisinfinitewisdom. He so ordered Hisuniverse
s0 as to include responsibility as an integral part of man's being. Not only are there
expedations from His credures (Ro. 1:20), but believers are expeded to respond
obediently to His reveded will (Eph. 2:17-20).



