THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
“Going First Class’
Phili ppians 2:1-4

Think This Over

1. By inspiration, Paul gredsthe Phili ppians (vv. 1, 2). Then he praysfor them (vv. 3, 4)
and expressesthanks (v. 5). Hisconfidencein God swork at Phili ppi isexpressed (v. 6) as
well as their mutuality with him (v. 7).

2. Paul’s magnificent prayer for the saints (vv. 9-11) is witnessed by God (v. 8). He
reminds them of his prison experience (v. 12), but courageoudly affirms that His chains
have resulted in: 1) The furtherance of the Gospel (vv. 12, 13). 2) The preading of
Christ (vv. 14-18). 3) The giving of new meaning for life and deah (vv. 19-20). 4)
Providing instructions for Christian conduct (vv. 27-30).

3. Now the Apostle picks up theideas of theimmediate context (vv. 27-30, espedally v. 27
about steadfast unanimity). Exhortations are herewith presented for the Phili ppians
(particularly) and for us (all believers) to heed.

1. ASSUMPTIONS of the EXHORTATIONSV. 1
The “therefore” implies grammaticdly that the acamulation of Christian experiences
warrant certain asaumptions. A fourfold series of first class conditions with the
acompanying verb to be ( estin) understoodisa compad forcible expresson.

a #1 Asumption Divinely

“If there is any consolation in Christ.” The noun *“consolation” (
paraklesis) isoften so trandated (Luke 2:25; 2 Cor. 1:3, 4; 7:4) but also by “exhortation”
(Acts 1315 Ro. 12:8). Hence the thought is that if there is any admonition,
encouragement, or exhortation, make that assumption“in Christ.” All isderived fromone's
relationship and union with Him. Without Him, the child of God hasnothing (2 Cor. 5:17).

b. #2 Assimption  Persuasively
“If there is any comfort of love.” “Comfort” is denied from a Greek noun (
paramuthuion). It isonly found hereinthe N.T. (cf. 1 Cor. 14:3 for adlightly different
form). The thought of persuasive power is latent in the noun. Any incentive or
encouragement, not consolation or comfort istheideahere. The geniti ve of sourceor agent
is used with “love,” hence“incentive such aslove supplies.” What arole for lovel

c. #3 Asaumption  Spiritually
“If there is any fellowship of the Spirit.” The noun “fellowship” is frequent in the
N.T. ( koinonia). The objedive geniti ve shows participation with the giftsand
influence of the Holy Spirit. Such mighty work of the Spirit.

e. #4 Asamption  Affedionately
“If there ae awy tender mercies and compasdons’ The first word (
splagchnia) refers to the nobler viscera, therefore to the higher (cf. 1:8) emotions. The
seoond ( oiktirmoi) conveys compasson, pity. Together the phrase may
be rendered “ aff edtionate yearnings of the heat.” It certainly isameaningful phrase.

Remember It isassumed that these “if” clauses aretrue, that isthe significance of afirst
classcondition.

2. DIRECTIONS of the EXHORTATIONS wv. 2-4

The basic imperative “fulfill yemy joy” isan aorist ( plerosate).
The dove spiritual experiences beingtrue, Paul’scup can be madefuller! He dready had
joy inthe Phili ppians. They areto completeit by that whichisdtill wanting. Consequently,
aseries of criticd matters are indicated as the meansto dothis:

a. Their Thinking v.2
The present tense accats continuous adion, hence, ke on thinkingthe samething
or be of the samemind. Thisisageneral expresson for concord.
b. Their Loving v.2
Hereisunity of affedion. Again the present tense verb “having’ shows continuous
adivity. Thereisto benolet up. Asthe church isunanimous of the same mind, they will
have the same love toward God and mutually toward one another.
C. Their Being v.2
This is unity of sentiment. Literally the original text reads “together in soul”
( sumpsuchoi), hence souls that bea together in tune with Christ
and one another. That isred harmony which will make Paul’sjoy full er.
d. Their Minding v. 2
General unanimity is gated above. The phrase here uses the same root (
fromeo). But thisis astronger more mncrete expresson pointing to “thinking the one
thing.” Therefore, their thoughtsare direaed on onething. Itisavery powerful emphasis
on concord among the believers at Phili ppi.
e. Their Considering v. 3

1) Negatively
The @soluteness of the prohibition is acceited in two dredions: a) Strife
( eritheian). Thisword covers the notion of individual ambition,

working by intrigue for merely personal goals. Indicaes fadions as aregulative state of
mind. b) Vaindory ( kenodaxian). Thisis snful egotism, conceit
which isvain and without content on acount of some self-imagined excdlence
2) Positively
Instead of the negative aspedswhich break up the spirit of unity ina church, ead
isto count ( egoumenoi) or instinctively rank himself as low as
possble! Humility is modest opinion of oneself, aninsight into one’ sown insignificance
Such a dispositi on promotes mutual interest, resped, and appredation.
f. Their Looking v. 4
The present tense verb confirmswhat isthroughout this sdion -- continuousadion
( skopauntes). It isaccetabletolook to one' sinterests, but also
to the interests of others. Unselfishnesstowards others is the right and God-pleasing-
disposition.

Conclusion Acceptingthe ssaumptionsof thefirst class thediredionsfor unanimity and
humility are entirely possble. Failing to accent the former will negate the latter. Oneis
impossble without the other. O God, bend usto Thy will. Amen.



