THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
“Epaphroditus: Apostle of Phili ppi”
Phili ppians 2:25-30

Rensider

1. For the sake of the Gospel, Paul was in prison (cf. 1:12, 13). To many this could have been
viewed as a hindrance, but the prison becane an oppatunity for witness(1:13-18).

2. Moreover, the prison experience éicited Paul being employed to write some letters to some
churches in which he had been involved. One of these was Phili ppi. He hopes to stand at the
Judgement Sea of Christ with joy knowing he had runand labored among them successully (2:16).

3. Regretfully, now in prison hs fate was unsure (2:17, 18). Therefore Paul intended to send
Timothy, histrusted sonin thefaith, to learn abou them andthey about him (2:19-23). Timothy's
misson was to wait the outcome of Paul’s stuation.

4. Meawhile, Paul dedded to send (badk) Epaphroditus to Phili ppi. In so ddng, Paul gave his
evaluation of him:

1. The POSITION of Epaphroditus v. 25

The eoistolary aorist employed concerning Epaphrodituswas dueto thefad that Timothy’ svisit
and that of Paul were probable, but contingent (2:23, 24). The Phili ppians had interest and
confidencein Epaphroditus. It was necessary to send hm. This man apparently was named by his
pagan parents after the goddessAphrodite. Heisprobably not the same & Epaphras(Col. 1:7; 4:12;
Philemon 23. Paul seesthis man as:

a. The Brother
Under the vinculum of a mmmon article, threenours are listed. Thefirst is“brother.” This
demonstrates afili al relation. Heisto Paul abrother in the faith, in the Lord.

b. The Companion
The text adudly has one word: “fellow worker.”  He was, therefore, a @m-worker in

preading the faith.

¢. The Fellowsoldier
The possesdve “my” is asociated with the final epithet. It standsin sharp contrast with the
word “your.” “Fellowsoldier” isthe dimadic consideration d Epaphroditus. It affirms he shares
Paul’s common danger (cf. Philemon 2).

d. The Messenger
Theparticle “but” distinguishes”messenger” from the previousthreenouns.  Epaphroditus

isthe “Apostle” (sent one from Phili ppi, so Greek). While eymologicaly the nounis the same &
those chosen by the Lord, the significance varies.

e. The Minister
This noun expresses a wide reference to Epaphroditus on Hs ®eking the offering of
the Phili ppian church and his ministering to Paul’ s needs (not “wants”).
2. The CONDITION with Epaphroditus  vv. 26, 27

a Persondly v.26
Epaphroditus was degply moved for the Phili ppians. Two imperfed verbs (longed and full of

heavinesg point to continuows adionin the past. Thefirst verb isfoundealier (1:8). The seamnd
means to be distressed and suggests bewil derment, not knowing what to dofor relief.

b. Physicdly vv. 26, 27
Thefad that the newsreaded Phili ppi abou Epaphroditus brought himdistress Andthefad
of the matter is -- Epaphroditus did become sick (ingressve aorist) nigh urto deegh (only N.T.
example of this adverbial position).

The alversative “but God’ is © nead. What could have been deah was changed through
God's mercy! It is true that Paul exercised the gift of supernatural heding, but he did na do it
continuowsly nor wasit at hisabsolutedisposal. One must adknowledge thetransient andtemporary
charader of supernatura signsin Apostolic times (cf. Heb. 2:1-4).

c. Pradicdly v.27
The mercy of God toward Epaphrodituswas not limited to him. It readed ou to Paul (“But

also me”). The purpose dauseis clea. God's mercy delivered Paul from the alditiona sorrow
which berearement over Epaphroditus’ sdeah would have brought him. The sorrow associated with
his ceptivity was enowgh. God had mercy on him.

3. The INTENTION for Epaphroditus v. 28

a Hisreturn
Inasmuch as Epaphroditus recvered and the Phili ppians had heard about his sckness Paul
sent him bad with greaer eagerness

b. Hisrelation
The word “again” is best taken with the verb “rejoice” rather than “see” The Phili ppians
would regain their rejoicing when they saw Epaphroditus. Additionaly, Paul himself would have
less ®rrow. The sorrow of prison remained.

4. The CONSIDERATION of Epaphroditus v. 29, 30

a Recévehimv. 29
The strengthened form of the verb in theimperatival mode expressesto recéve favorably to
oneself (cf. Luke 15:2; Ro. 16:2). Thisisto bedore “inthe Lord” and “with every kind o joy.”

b. Hold hm v. 29
Hereisanother imperative verb meaning to havein the sense of adknowledge. “Such” isused
to identify Epaphroditus as a sort of spedmen of a dass Heis to be held “in hona” (KJV
“reputation”), aterm denoting “in high value” (cf. Luke 7:2; 1 Pet. 2:4, 6).

¢. Remember him v. 30
Thework Epaphroditus performed in behalf of Paul wasredly thework of Christ, the Gospdl.
By it, hewasin danger and dmost died. Infad, hazaded hislife (throwing it aside) to fill upfor
theladk of the personal presence and care the Phili ppianswere unableto provide. Epaphroditusdid
it al and amost died in the process

Conclusion
Sowhat isthereto lean fromthis gudy? God hasHis sled men for His ®rvice Somevirtualy get

sick doing their job. Nevertheless they aleviate the pain athersendure. Chedk out what God hes
cdled youto da Giveit your full energy. Youwill bring blessng.



