THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
“The Deity of Christ”
Phili ppians 2:5-7

Review

1. The Apastle Paul wroteto the Phili ppian church from hisprisoninRome (1:12, 13). He
sent gredings to them (v. 1, 2), prayed for them (vv. 3, 4), thanked God for them (v. 5),
beli eved God for them (v. 6), and was grateful for their mutuality with him (v. 7).

2. The prayer of Paul for the Phili ppian saintsisamodel (1:8-11). Hisprison experience
(v. 12) heviewed as: 1) For the furtherance of the Gospel (vv. 12, 13). For the preading
of Christ (vwv. 14-18). 3) For giving meaning to life and deah (vv. 19-26). 4) For
providinginstructionsin Christian conduct (vv. 27-30).

3. Then Paul by the Spirit’ sinspiration, exhortsthe Phili ppiansto exercise unity and loving
care onefor another (2:1-4). The highest example of self-forgetful regard for the concerns
of othersisdemonstrated in the mndescension of Christ in Hisincarnation and deah at the
Cross Thisisclealy theimpad of the words: “Let thismind bein youwhichwasalsoin
Christ Jesus” (v. 5). Note:

a Theinstruction. Thisisintheverb. Whether thisisadive or passveisnot theisaue
becaisethe samethought isgiven. A certainmind set isto be exercised. The present tense
points to continued adion “keep on thinkingthis.” Theideaof contemplation is patent.

b. The diredion. The prepasitional phrase is dgnificant. The Phili ppians were to
adivate the thought process“in yourselves.” Do something with the example!

¢. The expasition. It isthe demonstration of self-abnegation “which wasalso in Christ
Jesus” which isimportant. It iswhat He did and the Phili ppians $ould foll ow the same.

4. So what did the Lord dowhich was © exemplary? He gave anincredible example of
self-humili ation. How did He doit? These ae the steps.

1. By EXISTING “in the form of God”

a. His“existing’
The verb employed here ( ispot the more
usual one ( ). It suggestsamuch full er meaning and as a participle denotes

continued adion. It expresses continuanceof an antecedent state or conditi on (cf. Ro. 4:19;
2 Cor. 8:17 for this verb with aorists).

b. His“in the form of God’

Thisisapowerful phrase and appropriate to the preincarnate being of Christ. Prior
existenceis clealy indicaed. The ideaof shape must be dismissed from one's mind.
Rather, it connotes that expresson of being ( ) which carries
initself the distinctive nature and charader of the beingto whomit pertains. It noteswhat

ispermanently identified with that nature and charader. It isidentified with the essnceof
a person and while not identicd with the esenceitself, isidentified with it asits natural
and appropriate expresson, answeringtoit in every particular. To summarize, that Christ
“wasin the form of God’ isto say He eisted as esentialy one with God.

2. By THINKING “it not robbery to be equa with God’

What isreferred to hereisnot 1) arobbery ad, 2) a pieceof plunder, but 3) aprize a
thingto be grasped ( ). Christ did not think (aorist) or
regard His divine equality as a prizewhich wasto be grasped at and retained at al cost’s.
Being equal with God was a dignity which belonged to Him as the pre-existent Christ. It
was apossesson He had by right and title. 1t was thisincredible situation which was not
regarded by our Lord asan oppatunity for self-exaltation, but for self abasement. Thisis
the agument of the Apastle in the previous verses (2:1-4).

3. By MAKING “Himself of no reputation”

It hasbeen noted that the diversity of opinion prevaili ngamongBible studentsregarding
the meaning of this phrase (emptied Himself
) isenoughto fill studentswith despair and to afflict them intelledual paralysis. Certain
thingsare dea: He did not divest Himself of Hisdivine nature. His personality remained
thesame. His slf-emptyingdid not meen self-extinction. Hewas not changed into amere
man. He was not unable to assent equality with God. Sincethe text does not spedficdly
state of what Christ emptied Himself, one must be compelled to stop short of something
definitive. However, the word ( ) isobviously
seleded asapealliarly strongexpresgon of the entirenessof Jesus self-renurciationand in
order to throw His pre-incarnate glory and His incarnate humili ation into sharp contrast.

4. By TAKING “upon Him the form of a servant”

Inasense, thisisthe“how” of our Lord’ skenosis (emptying). Takingontheformof a
servant logicdly and temporarily coinciding with the emptying. There is no mention of
any abandonment of divine &tributes, the diving reture, or the formof God. But thereisan
incredible paradox. He emptied Himself by taking the nature or form (sameword asin v.
6 ) of aservant or slave. He remained, asaways, in
the form of God. He was Lord and Ruler of al, but He acceted the nature or form of a
servant.

Summary

Four marvelous depsindicate how the Lord Jesus Christ is THE inexpressble example of
self-humili ation. It isto thisthe Phili ppiansare cdl ed (2:1-4). What the Spirit thoughPaul
asked themto da He cdlsyou and meto perform. So beit.



