THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
“Humili ation of Deity”
Phili ppians 2:7b-8

Revision
1. Four first class conditions are recorded (2:1). While aldresseed originally to the
Phili ppians, they are obviously applicable to every believer.

2. Accepting the statements of the first verse & true (first classconditions), six spedfic
exhortations are recorded (vv. 2-4): 1) About thinking (v. 2). 2) About loving (v. 2). 3)
About being (v. 2). 4) About minding (v. 2). 5) About considering (v. 3). 6) About
looking (v. 4).

3. The highest example of what isfound in the opening verses (vv. 1-4) isdemonstrated in
the mndescension of Christ in Hisincarnation and deah at the @oss(v. 5). Thefirst four
steps of Hisincredible self humili ation are these: 1) Hisexistingin theform of God (v. 6).
2) Histhinking it not roblery to be equal with God (v. 6). 3) His making Himself of no
reputation (v. 7). 4) Histaking upon Him the form of a servant (v. 7).

4. Five aditional stepsin our Lord’s condescension are dearly listed. Mark them:
1. By BeingMade “inthelikenessof men” (v.7)

a HisHistoricity
The aorist participle ( ) spedficdly marksapoint
in history when the adorable God (v. 6), havingreceved (aorit, v. 7) theform of aservant
“becane” (cf. Jn 1:14). Should any question how Hereceaved theform of aservant, thisis
the explanation. He “becane” what was infinite God, He had not been. It conveys more
than “to be born.”

b. HisActuality
“Likenessof men” isasignificant phrase. He was more than man. He resembled

what men are, but the li kenessdid not expressHiswhole self. Thetotal of Hisbeingcould
not open to men because that involved the very form of God. Hewas not abstrad man, but
men as we seethem (note plural: ). Thepointis
patent: He adually was smilar with men, but one must deny samenesd

2. By BeingFound “infashionasaman” (v.8)

a. His Presentation
The arist passve verb ( supgests the Lord
presented Himself for scrutiny, inspedion, examination. Hence, having asaimed the
conditions of humanity (cf. He “took,” He “emptied,” He “became”), the atention of men
was drawn to Him -- then and there they found Him as He was!

b. His Expresson
The term “fashion” indicaesappeaance It cariesout themeaningof likeness

( ). SothelLordwasinlook patent to all, but He was more
than met the eye. Histrue and manifest manhoodwasthe veil of Godheal! Thistermis
distinct, therefore, from theintrinsic and essential “form” ( , V.
6).

3. By BeingHumble “Hehumbled Himself” (v. 8)

Interestingly, the emphasis in this phrase rests on the ad (verb) rather than on the
subjed (Himself). Thisisclea fromtheword order inthe phrase. Thisisnot synonymous
with“made Himself in no reputation” (v. 7), but isareferenceto Hisads of condescension
and humili ation. Thewholetime of His $journ on earth wasatimeof self humili ation. He
was humili ated and abased rather than rulingin power and majesty. He saaificed honor,
authority, and prominence anong men.

4. By BeingObedient “unto deah” (v. 8)

a HisAction
The aorist verb “beame” ( ) isused to affirm
our Lord's “emptying,” “self humiliation” and utter “obedience” to the Father. What a
massgve pile up of words expressng another step in our Saviour's descent! Here is the
majestic algument of Romans 5:19.

b. His Extension
The KJV could mean He “obeyed deah,” but this He never did. Scripture saysHe
died to “abalish deah” (2 Tim. 1:10) and redeem us from the aurse of the law (Gal. 3:13)
and He did it by the holy will of the Lawgiver (Acts 2:23). Hence, the text should read
“urtil deah” i.e. to thelength of deah. His patiencewasto the length of Hispasdon! He
sought not His own will but the will of the Father in our salvation (cf. Heb. 5:8, 9; 12:4).

5. By BeingCrucified “even the death of the aoss’ (v. 8)

Thisisthe very lowest step donvn. Not only deah, but adeah of suffering, shameful,
and acarrsed. The aosswas the deah not only one of extreme ayony but of the utmost
degradation. To the Romansit wasreserved for the dave and for the basest ruffian. Soin
our Saviour’'s crucifixion there is combined the Jewish dread of deah-penalty by
suspension (Deut. 21:23) with the Roman horror of the servile cross Thus the supreme
obedience demonstrated His willi ngressto “bemme a arse for us’ (Gal. 3:13), to be
“despised and rejected of men” (Isa. 53:3), as the outcast of the people. Who can fathom
the abysswhere He plunged for our love? History hasno perallel. Mutein contemplation,
we can never cease to wonder. He hastaken the lowest step; He has touched the bottom.

Conclusion

From the manger to the aossHe trod apath of humili ation, which culminated inthefeaful
misery, agony, and reproach of ashameful deah ona aiminal’s gibbet. Asweview Him
there, we must say:

“Two wonders | confess
The wonder of His glorious love,
and my own worthlesaness”
Amen.



