THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
Response of God to the Son’s Obedience
Phili ppians 2:9-11

Introduction
1. The depthsto which the Saviour’s obedienceisremrded isnot the end of things. From
the bottom, the Lord Jesusis brought to the highest heights.

2. There were seven steps He took down: 1) Existing as God. 2) Thinking as God. 3)
Making ro reputation. 4) Taking a servant form and made in likenessof men. 5) Being
found in fashion as aman, He humbled Himself. 6) Being obedient until degh. 7) Being
crucified with a servant’ s deah.

3. The stepsdown now arefully recorded. Thisisthe significance of “wherefore” (v. 9).
That particle says: Becauise 1) He looked after others. 2) He emptied Himself. 3) He
becane aservant and humbled Himself. 4) He obeyed perfedly unto a aos-deéh --
wherefore! The word “and” is an added expresgon of red procity to the downward steps.

4. So now there ae seven marvelous deps upward. These ae:

1. EXALTATION

The verb used here is a hapaxlegomennon (onetimeintheN.T.). Sincethisisan aorist
form of the verb, it is a reference to an historicd moment in our Lord's life -- His
resurredion and subsequent ascension. Whil e the perfed ideais explicit in the ad, it is
best not to trandateit that way (cf. K.J.V.). There ae other aorist tensesin this matter (cf.
Acts 2:23, 24, 32, 36, Eph. 1:20-22). The word “highly” is equivalent to a Greek
prepasition with which Paul has compounded the verb. Thisis
therefore ahyper exultation (cf. the slang “super”).

2. PRESENTATION
In addition to the exaltation is the giving of a Name. The arist verb gave (
) redly meansto grad oudy give, hencebestowed asagift of supreme and
rejoicinglove. Itisagift “fredy given.” Thereisno need to depart from the simple and
proper lexicd meaningof theword. Infinitegracein humili ation isresponded withinfinite
gracein kind. Glory, glory, glory!

3. DESIGNATION

Some texts insist that He is given “the” Name, areadingwhich is smewhat doubtful.
Hence “@” Name gpeas to be more acarate. But as the mntext shows this is not
something generic as Lord or Son of God. Rather, thisis edficdly and expresdy as
“Jesus.” It isthe name of Hishumili ation, but now that of His exaltation and glory. Now it
is a Name with which every highest attribute, grace power, and daminion is eternaly
combined. Itisforever “the” above every Name. Thisdefining clause statesthat the Name
“Jesus,” albeit employed for others, now has agreaer meaning (cf. Mt. 1:21; John17:11,
12; Rev. 3:12). Therefore, sinceHisresurredion et a, thereisno ather Name ébove His--
Jesus gands for Him -- period!

4. PROSTRATION

Hereisaforthright purpose dause“that inthe Name of Jesusevery kneemight bow . . .
" The Divine Name “Jesus’ spe&ks of His authority (John 5:43), His power (Jn. 17:11,
12)), Hischarader (Jn. 17:6). Thus, inthe a&knowledgment of all the Name* Jesus’ stands
for and indicates, “every kneemight bow.” Moreover, thisis an implicit quotation from
Isaiah 45:21-25 (cf. Ro. 14:10, 11). Thus s$ncelsaiah spedks of the Eternal God Himself,
the reference here in Phili ppians produces a profound index to the Nature of the Name
“Jesus.” Make no mistake, He is God!

5. CONSIDERATION

Thetriad of words -- thingsin heaven, and things on eath, and things under the eath
sped of credion in totality. Evidently al creaed existencein its heights and depthsis
meant, hence aimate and inanimate existence dike, the non-persona and unconscious
credure ae being said to obey, after its manner, the Lordship of the exalted Jesus! The
threewords might be rendered “ things heavenly and thingseathly, and things sib-eathly.”
Inthe first two words, the prepasition is prefixed and suggests “ pertaining
to” (cf. for the second word 319; 1 Cor. 1540). The third word has
prefixed and isonly used hereinthe N.T. It is ggnificantly omitted in two other verses
(Eph. 1:10; Coal. 1:20).

6. ADMISSON

There isaquestion whether thisverb is parall el with “bow” as asubjunctive foll owing
the purpose dause“that” orisasimplefuturetense. Ineither case, thepointisclea: every
tonguweis goingto fully agree(force of the prefixed to the verb stem). There
isno question but that an open or public adknowledgment isin view. The almonitionis
congruouswiththe O.T. (cf. Isa. 45:24). Literaly it affirms: Lord Jesus Chrigt, prominence
being gven to the title “Lord” which is the eauivaent to Jehovah (
). Thistitle“Lord” is st in dired contrast with His srvant charader (v. 7).

7. DECLARATION

The unremitting objed of the whole wurse of the Son, the ultimate isale of everything
about Himisexpressed with the phrase“| glorified Theeon the eath” (John17:4). So, the
Saviour’ svery exaltation, by which the Father glorified Him, had the glory of the Father as
itsend. Therefore, the mnfesson of Jesus as Lord of al isunto the glory of the Father,
whose Son He s, their honor beinginseparable and their glory being one -- true and wise
words that deserve to be bornein mind always.

Conclusion

Remember, this aiblime paragraph (vv. 6-11) is an essential part of some pradicd
exhortations concerning the life of believers (vv. 1-5). Cardina doctrinesform the basis
for spiritual behaviour. Apart from such firm doctrine, thereredly isno apped. But His
example aiesout for: 1 A SelflessMind -- which thinks nothing of itself. 2. A Saaificial
Mind -- which goesto utter lengths for others. 3. A Serving Mind -- which is content to
help. Thispassage underscores“We pread . . . Christ Jesusthe Lord, and aurselves your
servants for Jesus ske” (2 Cor. 4:5).



