
RESURRECTION LORD’S DAY 
“Potential Gain”  

Phil . 3:10, 11 
 
Introduction 
1.  Context is inevitably the only way to understand the true meaning of Scripture 
paragraphs.  So, what precedes the message of “ resurrection” here (v. 10)? 
 
2.  From his prison in Rome, by inspiration of the Spirit, Paul the Apostle gives: 
     a.  A conclusion -- “Finally” (for the rest) addressed to his “brethren.”  
     b.  An injunction -- “Rejoice in the Lord.”  A present imperative. 
     c.  A conviction -- “To write . . . it is safe.”  Blessed safeguard. 
 
3.  The Apostle urges his readers to: 
     a.  Take a warning v. 2 
     b.  Take a position v. 3 
     c.  Take an inventory   vv. 4-6 
     d.  Take an accounting   vv. 7, 8 
 
4.  An accounting as proposed by Paul means: 
     a.  Suffer total loss   v. 7 
     b.  Evaluate assets as garbage   v. 8 
     c.  Get Gain through Christ   vv. 9-10 
          1) Win Him   v. 8 
          2) Be found in Him   v. 9 
          3) Know Him   vv. 10, 11 
 
5.  It is at this point in the CONTEXT this study is directed.  Do I know Him?  Do you 
know Him?  This is the question on this day.  Consider the potential gains outlined. 
 
1.  To KNOW  -- Him 
     a.  The verb (                                              ) 
          The aorist tense marks a definite and decisive experience.  This is something that 
goes beyond “winning Christ” or “being found in Christ.”  There is recognition involving 
appropriation.  It is the same verb found in a prayer of Paul (Eph. 3:19).  This is crisis 
knowledge leading to a process. 
 
     b.  The object (                                         ) 
          The objective case pronouns is important -- “Him.”  Ah, this is what a relationship 
with Christ is all about -- to know Him!  Here is intimacy of the highest order.  Consider 
Abraham ( 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23) and Moses (Ex. 33:11; Num. 12:6, 8; 
14:14; Deut. 34:10). 
 
2.  To KNOW -- The power of His resurrection 
     a.  The objective noun (                                                            ) 
          The word used here is inherent power, power to work, to carry something into effect 
(Lk 24:49), power in action (Ro. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:18). 

     b.  The noun (                                                                  ) 
          There it is -- resurrection power!  No doubt about it, we are saved from wrath 
because of His “blood” (Ro. 5:9).  But, because of His resurrection “we are saved by His 
li fe” (Ro. 5:10).  The possibilit y of conquering sin’s daily habit, of living in daily holiness 
is due to the power of His risen li fe in us! (cf. Gal. 2:20).  This is the message given to 
those who are reconciled (Ro. 5:10; 6:4).  There is an empowerment of the resurrection 
made available to the believer.  No wonder we are “alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord (Ro. 6:11). 
 
3.  To KNOW  -- The fellowship of His sufferings 
      a.  The object (                                                                    ) 
           The word “ fellowship” is the term often used in English “koinonia.”  It is rendered 
“communion” (1 Cor. 10:16) and “contribution” (Ro. 15:26).  Commonly it refers to 
“ fellowship” (Acts 2:42; 2 Cor. 6:14; Phil . 1:5; 1 Cor. 1:9).  The idea expressed is 
community of interest, activity, feeling.  This is something to know! 
 
      b.  The noun (                                                                       ) 
           Taken from a verb “ to suffer,” this noun refers to “suffering and aff liction.”  Hence, 
to know the very feelings of our Lord’s sufferings.  He endured incredible pain, physical 
and spiritual and all before His resurrection.  Believers can never enter into His suffering 
for sin, but after our salvation to know that which comes as a concomitant to our salvation 
(Phil 1:29; Col. 1:24; 1 Pet. 4:13). 
 
4.  To KNOW  -- Being conformed unto His death 
                             (                                                                               ) 
      Here is a present passive participle of a verb which means “ to make of like form with.” 
 It expresses in a succinct fashion all that is in “Him,” “power of His resurrection,” and 
“ fellowship of His sufferings.”  Here is a fantastic process, effected by the Holy Spirit 
(passive voice), of conformation.  The very “ form” (                                   ) of our Lord’s 
death is involved.  All that is involved in that total submission to the Father’s will i s here 
intended. 
 
Conclusion 
What is the goal of this crisis knowledge and process of conformation?  Is this just a dead 
end experience?  No, a thousand times no!  It is that “ if by any means I might attain unto 
the resurrection of the dead” (v. 11).  The “ if” (                     ) is not a condition, but a 
contingency (more like “ if somehow”) the verb “attain” (                                                       
                    )  signifies to reach or arrive at, not to a physical resurrection, for all believers 
have that promise (1 Cor. 15:52, 53).  Rather, to the present li fe or identification with 
Christ in His resurrection and its effects.  It means to live that one’s whole li fe may 
manifest the power of Christ as the living One, raised from among the dead!  In summary : 
“That Christ shall be magnified in my body” (Phil . 1:20). 


