
THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS 
“Counsel to Brethren”  
Phili ppians 3:17-19 

 
Review and Reminder 
1.  Around the thought of “count” (vv. 7, 8) Paul gives three conclusions: 
     a.  About Christ’s Person (v. 7) 
     b.  About Christ’s Knowledge (v. 8) 
     c.  About Christ’s Sacrifice (v. 9) 
 
2.  These three conclusions lead to three purposes 
     a.  To win Christ v. 8 
     b.  To be found in Christ v. 9 
     c.  To know Christ v. 10 
 
3.  The importance of our will i n all this is criti cal.  Nobody is an automation.  People are expected to 
respond.  Consider the “will .”  
     a.  To know   Jn 7:17 
     b.  To believe   Jn 5:39, 40 
     c.  To return Lk 15:18 
     d.  To live 2 Tim. 3:12 
 
4.  The believer’s will i n the “spiritual race” is to be exercised 
     a.  Start of the race   v. 12b 
     b.  Course of the race   vv. 12, 13 
          1)  Not finished   v. 12 
          2)  Not stopped   v. 12 
          3)  Not minimized   v. 13a 
     c.  Plan of the race   v. 13b 
          1)  Forget about the past 
          2)  Reach for the future 
     d.  End of the race   v. 14 
          1)  It is pursued 
          2)  It is prized 
          3)  It is called 
          4)  It is finished 
 
5.  The message of the Spirit of God through Paul (vv. 15, 16) is criti cal.  As many as are full grown 
or mature are expected to think the way Paul has just written (vv. 12-14).  Simply:  there should be 
within us a holy discontent with our actual holiness!  In effect, we are perfect professors but 
imperfect possessors!  To view things any other  way is wrong and requires a change of mind from 
God!  Hence, those who have given their very best shot for the Lord are told to keep going (v. 16).  
Don’ t stop.  Keep walking (only pure imperatival infinitive of this verb in N.T.).  Keep thinking! 
 
6.  Now with these forceful words in our faces, how are we counseled by the text of Scripture?  The 
Phili ppians and all believers are named as “brethren (                                          ) v. 17.  Thank God 
for such a warm affectionate address of the apostle for so we are -- if we are true believers in Christ 
and burdened for the matters of this context.  So, now what?  Here are specific words of counsel: 
 
1.  Become an Imitator   v. 17 
     a.  Commanded 
          The verb become (                                          ) is present tense imperatival form.  It is not a 
command “ to be” in the sense of exist, but progressive change by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

     b.  Explicated 
          There must be the renunciation of self righteousness and perceived attained perfection.  By so 
doing, one would become a “co-imitator” of Paul.  One would join in copying his example.  This is 
the incredible significance of “ followers together of me” (                                                          ).  
Some would call this egotism.  The truth is Paul has confidence, by the Spirit, in his message and its 
principles (cf. Phil 4:9; 1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1). 
 
2.  Observe an Example v. 17 
     a.  Commanded 
          The imperative verb is present tense (                                         ).  Usually it means to  mark so 
as to caution and avoid (cf. Ro. 16:17).  Here, however, it conveys the idea of seeing Paul’s example 
in his followers. 
     b.  Exhibited 
          By a present tense participle (                                                                                      ), Paul 
means li fe in action and intercourse (cf. Ro. 6:4; Gal. 5:16). 
     c.  Typed 
          Phili ppians are to look at others, who have Paul as an model, and consider them all .  He may 
have reference to Timothy, Silas, Epaphroditus, and others known to the church at Phili ppi. 
NOTE: Huge emphasis in this verse on the impact of Paul’s li fe and conduct (Phil . 4:9). 
 
3.  Consider an Imposter   vv. 18, 19 
     a.  Their Apostolic burden 
           1)   I told you   v. 18 
                  Here is an imperfect tense (                                           ) which is ampli fied by an adverb ( 
                                                 ).  Paul was incessantly warning the Phili ppians.  Call it negative 
teaching, if you want to, but it is inspired Scripture!  He ceased not to talk about the unBiblical 
“walk” (                                                                           ). 
            2)  I tell weeping   v. 18 
                Here are two present tenses, hence continued action (                                           ).  Paul’s 
emotion is stirred to its depths.  He sees the peril of shameful conduct. 
      b.  Their Apostolic evaluation    vv.  18, 19 
           1) As enemies of Christ 
                The cross teaches the secret of holiness,  but is not to give security to sin.   The cross was 
on the lips, but the practice disgraced it and confirmed them as enemies.  Nothing can be more 
Satanic and inimical to the Truth and its power! 
          2) As destined for perdition 
               The noun “end” (                                        ) does not mean cessation of existence.  Rather it 
points to the destiny of the course of action.  Here is a blunt statement of irretrievable hopelessness 
of li centiousness! 
          3) As antinomian religionists 
               Here is a strange combination of sensual self-indulgence with a sort of religious overtone.  
It is the very antithesis of keeping the body under in self-restraint and purity.      
          4) As glorying in shame 
               Here  is the  deepest  possible  degradation.  The  reference  is  to  sinful  behaviour and 
then glorying in it (cf. Ro. 1:32). 
          5) As minders of earthly things 
              This is the consummation of the evaluation.  The participle is equivalent to a noun  (             
                                                 ) signifying the thought processes.  What a terrible indictment of the 
professing Christians (Col. 3:1, 2). 
 
Conclusion   Scripture has set it down clearly.  Forsake it not.  Truth cannot mean license.  
Confession of Jesus as Saviour must lead to li ving Jesus as Lord.  These are unnegotiable terms. 


