
THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS 
“Transformed” 

Phili ppians 3:20, 21 
 
Backward Look 
1.  Never forget the impact of the work of Christ for the believing sinner (3:1-10a).  Concomitantly, 
keep in mind the alertness every believer is to exercise in view of his salvation (3:10b-14).  That 
demonstrates justification is complemented by sanctification. 
 
2.  The Apostle Paul is insistent, by  divine inspiration, to urge himself as an example (3:17a) and 
call attention to others who have already taken him as a model or type (3:17b). 
 
3.  Scripture is not unmindful that there are many antinomians i.e. people who readily accept 
justification by faith, but reject any moral obligations for a change in li fe style.  Such regretfully walk 
around (3:18), but Paul has incessantly told the Phili ppians about them and actually done so with 
tears (3:18).  Paul characterizes these antinomians (3:18, 19): 
 
     a.  As enemies of Christ’s cross 
     b.  As destined for perdition 
     c.  As self-indulgent religionists 
     d.  As glorying in shame 
     e.  As minders of earthly things 
 
4.  At this juncture in his letter, Paul reminds the Phili ppians (and us!) that such thoughts and 
behaviour are utterly alien, foreign to us as true believers and why (3:20, 21).  His reasons are clear.  
The overriding reason is forthright: “For our citizenship is in heaven.”  Nothing could carry greater 
obligation than this.  It is a salient point of thanksgiving in Paul’s prayer for the Colossians.  God has 
“ translated us into the kingdom of  His Son” (Col. 1:13).  Hence we have (v. 20): 
 
     a.  Personal Citizenship 
          This is the significance of “our” (                                                 ).  Individual arrangement is 
clearly taught. 
 
     b.  Celestial Citizenship 
          The anarthrous (no article) plural “heaven” is meaningful.  All the corridors of glory are 
opened to believers.  The verb “ is” (                                                ) points to a present reality and 
subsistence. 
 
     c.  Eternal Citizenship 
          “Conversation” in the KJV may not convey the thought of the original text (                              
                       ).  Best to understand the word to mean citizens of a heavenly realm.  True, we are free 
from all the privileges now, but obligated by our nobilit y to demonstrate ourselves as those who 
belong there! 
 
Consequent upon the citizenship, believers are to act it out by: 
 
1.  Looking for Christ’s Return v. 20 
 
     a.  The Fact 
          The verb “ look” (                                                          ) a rare double compounded one.  The 
prefixed prepositions are to be understood as perfective, thus actually looking full of patience and 
desire.  The thought expresses Paul’s eagerness for Christ’s return.  It is normal for true colonists 
from heaven (cf. Ro. 8:19, 23; 1 Cor. 1:7; Heb. 9:28; Titus 2:13). 

 
     b.  The Place 
          “From whence” is a singular pronoun suggesting the antecedent to be “conversation” 
(citizenship), but the place is “heaven.”  This may  be a reference to some specific “gate” in the 
heavens (plural) “ from whence” He will come. 
 
     c.  The Person 
          What incredible description is given here of our Lord.  At first He is the “Saviour”  (                 
                  ) cf. Luke 1:47; 2:11; Acts 4:12.  Then His full Name as Lord (Jehovah), Jesus (Saviour), 
Christ (Messiah) is aff irmed.  The holy hope and joy of the text are thus enhanced. 
 
2.  Waiting for Christ’s Grace v. 21 
 
     a.  The Action 
          Obviously the : “who” (                     ) is the immediate antecedent, the full name of our Lord.  
What He will do is given as a future promise “shall change” (                                                          ).   
  The force of this verb is given earlier (2:8).  It denotes something outward as a change.  The “body” 
   (                                    ) is at issue.  There is no Manichaean theory of the vileness of our body as 
to cause contempt.  Rather, the thought of “vile” (                                                              ) is in 
reference to our present humili ation and earthly habitation.  Our spirits are now as in a prison, but 
destined to have wings.  There is a future perfection for the body (Ro. 8:23). 
 
     b.  The Direction 
           The infinitival prepositional phrase (                                                                            ) is 
necessary to show the ultimate goal of the believer’s bodily transformation.  The superficial “change” 
above will be essentially and in reality “conformed” (                                             ) to be made 
suitable to associate with the body of Christ’s glory (associative instrumental case of “body” (            
                                 ) cf. 1 Cor. 15:54ff . 
 
3.  Believing for Christ’s Power 
 
     a.  It is Measured 
          The prepositional phrase “according to” (                                   ) marks the standard.  It is all 
in line with His working (                                                      ) or operative power.  Transliterated the 
word is “energy.”  
 
     b.  It is Quali fied 
         One must not doubt the Lord’s abilit y.  He is forever “able” (                                      ).  An 
interesting account of  the Lord’s abilit y is given in Mark 5.  He healed in the “Men’s Ward”   (vv. 1-
20),  “Women’s Ward” (vv. 21-34), and the “Children’s Ward” (vv. 35-43).  Glory to God for His 
omnipotent abilit y! 
 
     c.  It is Ordered 
       The word “even” marks our Lord’s limitless power and abilit y.  Therefore He will not only 
transform, but subdue (                                                           ) “all things” including death (1 Cor. 
15:26) to Himself.  Thus the Lordship of the Eternal Son will be complete and universal and then 
resigned to the Father (1 Cor. 15:28). 
 
Final Look 
In the light of these inimitable verses, the future of the believers makes the antinomian view totally 
unacceptable.  It is a disgraceful position and unworthy of consideration.  One can only suggest, yet 
aff irm with vigor, that if you do not crown Him Lord of all , the question can be raised -- have you 
really crowned Him Lord at all?  Think seriously! 


