
THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS 
“Profits that Proved Loss”  

Phili ppians 3:4-6 (7) 
 
Introduction 
1.  As Paul moves to the end of his Letter, he carefully distinguishes the true from the false 
doctrinally.  To do this, he gives four imperatives: 
     a.  Rejoice   in the work of Christ (3:1).  This is good antidote to error. 
     b. Repeat   truths about Christ (3:1).  This is not a problem with Paul; it is safe                
for Phili ppians. 
      c.  Resist   confusion about Christ (3:2).  This is a legitimate warning. 
      d.  Rest   confidently in Christ (3:3).  This is a blessed comfort. 
 
2.  The end result of the above activity is -- no confidence in the flesh.  That means 
rejecting anything taken by man other than God for his strength, trust, and eternal salvation. 
 
3.  With that aff irmation (v. 3d), Paul makes it clear that he really can outstrip any 
Judaizing, legalist, fleshly claim.  Consider, then, the two ways the Apostle does this: 
 
1.  BY SPECIFIC CONCESSIONS   v. 4 
     Paul’s concession moves in two directions: 
     a.  About Personal Confidence 
          He does not put confidence in flesh (                                                                     ). 
as far as externals are concerned, he does have a de jure (lawful right) to do so               
(                                     ).  The verb “confidence” is perfect tense. 
      b.  About Personal Advantage 
           As  far  as  Paul  is  concerned,  he  has  more  whereof  he  has  confidence in flesh 
(anarthrous).  Therefore, according to the teachings of the Judaizers, he has more grounds 
for boasting than they (2 Cor. 11:23). 
 
2.  BY SPECIFIC ASSERTIONS   vv. 5, 6 
      Here are a series of details in ascending order concerning Paul’s natural standing under 
the Law.  They are “ in flesh” (three times in vv. 3, 4) profits which Judaizers consider 
essential.  Paul concludes they are losses (v. 7).  These may effectively be considered: 
       a.  Ritually 
          “Circumcised the eighth day” (                                                                             ). 
 This asserts Paul is a real Jew (cf. Lev. 12:2, 3; Gen. 17:9-14).  Ishmaelites do this 
when 13 years old.  Proselytes at any age.  Literally the phrase says “eighth day” in 
respect to circumcision. 
       b.  Personally 
            1) Racially 
              “Of the stock of Israel” (                                                                                    ). 
This marks Paul as distinct from an Idumean, Ishmaelite or some other origin.  It is a 
theocratic point of view -- Israel!  Hebrew would focus on language, Jew on nationality, but 
Israel speaks of a calli ng, a dignity and Divine pride (Isa. 41:8; Jn 1:47; Ro. 9:4; Eph. 
2:12).  The preposition (                      ) indicates source. 
 

          2) Tribally 
              “Of the tribe of Benjamin” (                                                                                    ). 
   Hence Paul comes from Rachel and not a maid servant of Jacob (Gen. 35:16-18).  This 
tribe is referred to as “ littl e” (Psa. 68:27).  From Benjamin came Saul (1 Sam. 10:20, 21; 
Acts 13:21) and Paul (here and Ro. 11:1). 
          3) Lineally 
              “Hebrew of Hebrews” (                                                                                           ). 
  Both Paul’s parents were Jews.  No question could be raised about his parents (cf. Acts 
16:1).  So from childhood, Paul was taught the language and manners (cf. Acts 22:3; 21:40; 
22:2). 
 
NOTE: These three personal character distinctions were true of Paul without reference to 
an act of his own will . 
 
     c.  Spiritually 
          1) Descriptive 
               “As touching the Law, a Pharisee” (                                                                       ). 
 The preposition used should be understood “ in respect of” or “ in regard to” the Mosaic 
Law is obviously meant.  Hence, by this standard, Paul was described a Pharisee.  This way 
his religious preference (Mt. 23:27; Acts 23:6; 26:5).  After the Babylonian captivity, the 
Pharisees were the Chassidim (Godly men).  They devoted themselves to the study of the 
Torah.  Their narrowness was a yoke of ceremonialism. 
            2) Destructive 
                 “Concerning zeal, persecuting the church” (                                                        ). 
 This probably represents some sad irony, but even in this mournful exhibition of zeal, Paul 
can set himself on a par with the Judaizers “church” must be more than the assembly at 
Jerusalem.  The reference is to the “Body of Christ” (Gal. 1:13; Eph. 3:6).  By this simple 
statement support is given to the Genesis of the church in Acts 2 and rejects 
ultradispensationalism. 
            3) Definitive 
                 “Touching the righteousness which is in the Law, blameless (                             ). 
 Here is the third time the preposition “ in respect of” is used in these verses (vv. 5d - 6).  As 
above (v. 5) “Law” is anarthrous.  Thus, as Paul proudly gloried in his Pharisaical 
adherence to the Law, he felt himself blameless.  He had nothing wanting or nothing to 
blame.  In men’s eyes, he had legal perfection (cf. before God, vv. 12-14). 
 
NOTE: These three spiritual considerations were all true of Paul and dependent on his own 
choice. 
 
Conclusion  
Paul has detailed his assets “ in flesh.”  There is no question -- they represent an imposing 
catalogue of rituals, personals, and spirituals.  To those who have confidence “ in flesh,” 
they represent gilt -edged securities.  But Paul belongs with those who have no confidence 
“ in flesh.”  Therefore, his scrip (C.V. or Resume) is nothing more than scrap.  He wrote it 
all off as worth nothing (v. 7).  A true believer has discovered the forgiveness of sins NOT 
“ in flesh” but in the finished work of Christ accomplished by His cross and resurrection 
(Ro. 4:25).  Amen. 


