
THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS 
“Spiritual Bankruptcy”  

Phili ppians 3:7-9 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Paul provides a personal rationale for his letter to the Phili ppians.  He also asserts his 
personal audit.  This is the way he does it:- 
 
     a.  By four imperatives 
     1)  Rejoice 3:1    Work of Christ 
     2)  Repent  3:1    Truths about Christ 
     3)  Resist   3:2     Confusion about Christ 
     4.  Rest      3:2     Confidently in Christ 
 
     b.  By eight assertions 
     1)   Personally    3:4     Advantage 
     2)   Ritually        3:5     Circumcision  
     3)   Racially        3:5     Israelite 
     4)   Tribally        3:5     Benjamite 
     5)   Lineally        3:5     Parentage 
     6)   Descriptively    3:5    Pharisee 
     7)   Destructively 3:6 Persecutor 
     8)   Definitively 3:6 Blameless 
 
2.  Having established these matters, the Apostle lists Three Conclusions: 
 
     a.  Conclusion about PERSON of Christ. 
 
          1) It is perfect.   The tense of the verb is critical.  The conclusion (                              
                                )  is perfect tense, hence Paul has come to reason.  This is a settled 
matter. 
         2) It is particular.   The pronoun “what things” (                                    ) is more than 
things as “ things,” but signify character, the kind of things which. 
         3) It is plural.  “Gains” is correct.  All Paul’s privileges are in view. 
         4) It is personal.  “To me.”  
       5) It is profitless.    In  a  summary  way,  the  plural  “gains”  are  fused  into  an 
undistinguished deprivation -- loss! 
          6) It is proper.  The preposition “ for” (                  ) must be understood as “on 
account of.”  The true glory of Christ was cause enough to change Paul’s entire view of 
things.  Everything he had shut had shut out Christ.  What a conclusion!  
 
     b.  Conclusion about KNOWLEDGE of Christ 
 
          1) It is a concession.  The “yea doubtless” means “nay, rather, I even . . . ” concludes 
“everything” (                            ) instead of “what things.”  Paul sweeps everything into the 
scales which Christ has over-weighed. 

 
          2) It is a consideration.  Again the preposition (                    ) is used which is 
connected with a participle (                                             ) meaning “on account of the 
surpassing(ness) thing.”  The issue is the “knowledge (                                                  ) or 
recognition of the glory of the Son of the Father. 
 
          3) It is a characteristic.  What fulness and solemnity of terms are employed here: 
“Christ Jesus my Lord.”  This is the final cadence of faith as its boundless Object is viewed 
afresh!  Mark the incredible individualism (my Lord!).  Never lose sight of this (Gal. 2:20). 
 
     c.  Conclusion about SACRIFICE of Christ 
 
          1) It is passive.  The passive verb is used here (                                                          ) 
and it root echoes the noun “ loss” (                                   ) twice used (vv. 7, 8).  What a 
deeply moving passing reference to Paul’s supposed advantages.  He was deprived of it. 
 
           2) It is proper.  The preposition is the same as above -- “on account of” (                 ). 
Everything “ for” Christ is perceived as “refuse” (                                                  ), a word 
commonly used of excrement or the left overs from a feast. 
 
3.  Now come two clear Statements of Purpose 
 
     a.  Purpose #1   “ I might win Christ” (                                                                               
).  There is an echo here of the word “gain” (v. 7).  By repudiating that “gain,” Paul 
established the condition for the reception of the “gain” of Christ Himself, Who was 
received through faith.  It was something like Paul paid down his “gains” in exchange for 
Christ, i.e. so he could “gain” Him.  It is true that Paul’s “gains” were less than nothing and 
Christ was all , but the imagery of the text enforces the thought by its paradox. 
 
     b.  Purpose #2   “ I might be found in Him.”  
          1) Positively 
              To be “ found” at any time and under whatever scrutiny “ in Him” (                          
                      ) i.e. total incorporation with the Lord.  This is only possible though faith on 
Christ as the Object.  This is a righteousness “of” God (                    ) and on the terms of 
faith (                                               ).  Faith forgets self in order to embrace the Redeemer. 
           2) Negatively 
               Paul does not denounce the Law nor the righteousness demanded by it.  However 
he denounces his former self righteous confidence in his own merits. 
 
Note: A third purpose is “ to know Him” (v. 10, 11). 
 
Conclusion 
 
Scripture clearly teaches that no one has anything meritorious before God.  The only hope 
is the complete and perfect work of God in our behalf through Christ’s death and 
resurrection.  Have you “won Him?”  Are you “ found in Him?”  Oh, make sure now! 


