THE BOOK OF PHILIPRANS
“Giving To The Lord”
Phili ppians 4:14-23

Revision

1. TheApostoliclocd church regretfully endured tension and strife (4:1-3). In spiteof this, Paul, by
inspiration, wrote to the Philippians to be occupied with unfailing joy (4:4), unending
moderation (4:5), unruffled peace(4:6, 7), and an unbemished life (4:8, 9).

2. Overlooking thetrouldesat Phili ppi, following Paul’ sdiredions, the beli everswould experience
the “peaceof God’ and the presence of the “God o peace”(4:7, 9).

3. In aremarkable manner, the Apostle demonstrates “ peace”in hisown dre prison circumstances
(4:10-12). Drameticdly he dfirmsthat heisendued with strengthin Christ (4:13). Jesus Christ
isthe key to histriumph right where God daced him.

4. Now heturnsto aword of gratitude and praise to God (4:14-19). This final mgjor paragraph
focuses on the events which prompted Epaphroditus to visit Paul (cf. 2:25-30; 4:18). Among
the comments Paul makes abou Epaphroditus, he notes him as a “A minister” (

), denating aservant who dscharged hisoffice a hisown expense. He
did thisfor Paul’s “necessties” ( ). b. Onewho conveyed “the
things. . .fromyou” (

5. Itisto these “necessties’ and “things’ which Paul now turnsto ad<now|edge Thisishow they
are described. As:-

1. APPRECIATED V. 14
a Action
Despite Paul’s words (vv. 10-13), he does nat depredate the liberality of the Phili ppians.
They did well ( ). The
aorist tense dictates the spedfic coming of Epaphroditus.

b. Participation
The arist participle ( )
ismorethan acontribution; it conndesthey joined with himto make his prisonexperiencetheir very
own.

c. Affliction
Thistermisused of the “Gred Tribulation” (cf. Mt. 24:21), henceit refersto huge “distress’
( )-

2. CONTRIBUTED v. 15
a Initialy
Clealy Paul recdl sthe beginnings of the Gospel in Macelonia (Acts17:1-15). At that time,
abou 10 yeas before, the believers at Phili ppi aded in Paul’ s behalf.

b. Exclusively
Spedking diredly to the Phili ppians, Paul notes they know that they alone had “fell owship”

with Paul regarding contribution. Even Antioch from whence Paul came was remiss(Acts 13:1-4).

c¢. Financially
That Paul hasreferenceto “money” is patent by thewordsemployed. The prepositiona phrase
“asconcerning” ( liteyally meant “to the acourt of.” That
a monetary transadion is in view is unmistakable from the formula “giving and receving” (
). Make no mistake @ou it -- the
Phili ppians were liberal in giving.

3. COMMUNICATED wv. 16,17
a. Repededly
The term “for” ( iy redly argumentative not ademonstrative pronoun |t
argues for the fads of the previous verse. Philippi sent (aorist tense) repeaedly (“both orce and
twice”) to suppy Paul’s nedl (the setsthe @hicd destination d the cntribution).
Moreover, this was dore whil e Paul was in Thessalonica-- even there!

b. Purposely
To avoid misunderstanding, Paul writes he was nat seeking a gift nor was he expeding a

repetition o what Epaphroditus had already brought. Hispurpose: he sought after (verb used twice
in oreverse -- ) fruit, that is, spiritual and eternal recompense. Thiswas
to aboundinto their acourt (sameword asinv. 15).

NOTE: God's ®rvantsare nat, generally, seeking large dlowances or gifts. They must not. But,
they are obligated to urge believersto cause their acountsin Glory to abound

4. RECKONED v. 18
a Totaly
Theverb“I have” ( ) isintensive meaning “to havein full.” What
he recaéved from Epaphroditus is like arecept truly paid (cf. Mt. 6:2, 5, 16). Consequently Paul
abounds (present tense) and stands full (perfed tense; ).
Incredible for a man to enjoy in view of his“affliction” (v. 14).

b. Pradicdly
Paul’s “fulness’ or “things’ from the Philippiansis @) swed smelling odar (cf. Eph. 5:2;

Lev. 4:31), b)saaifice accptable (cf. Ro. 12:1) and c) satisfying to God (Ro. 12:1).

5. COMPENSATED v. 19
a ByaProvider “My God’
Thisisnot withou emphasis. Surely it isan expresson d hopeful trust. Thank God for His
majestic mightiness

b. With aPromise “Shall supgy”
Hereisan asuranceof faith. “Suppy” isthe same verb used above for “full” (v. 18). God
can dothis. His srvant Paul can proclaim the truth by inspiration.

c. For aProblem “All your need”
Thenoun“neal” was used above (v. 16). The exceptiona poverty of the Macealonan converts
isrecrded (2 Cor. 8:2). Thisisawide and deep matter.

¢. Unto aPraise “According to Hisrichesin glory”
Theresources of which Paul spegksare “acwording to the scae” of theglory of Hismanifested
power. Thisisat onceinfinite and exhaustless

e. InaPerson “In Christ”
Whatever comesisemboded in Him and ministered through Him, our blessed Lord. All the
blesgngs and benefits can ony be experienced in urion with Him.

Review “How” Paul responded to the visit of Epaphroditus is the isaue of this paragraph. Paul’s
expressons are God' s Word to the Phili ppians. By extension they tead usto appropriate, accet
contributions, beli evein communication (fell owship), redkon God sfull ness and ke mindful of His
compensation. Youjust can’t out give God. Amen.



