THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
“A Fly in the Qintment”
Phili ppians 4:1-3

Consider
1. Scripturerecrdsawonderful visit of our Lord to Bethany (Jn 121). There, Marthaserved (v. 2),
Lazaus st at thetable (v. 2) with the Lord, and Mary was at Jesus’ fee (v. 3).

2. What Mary did for our Lord isplainly stated (v. 3). The stly spikenard was used to anaint His
fed. ThentheWord affirmsthat “the house wasfill ed with the odar of the ointment” (v. 3). Blessd
experience

3. Although the Spirit i nstructed Paul to write many encouraging thowghtsto the Phili ppians, hewas
also inspired to warn the beli evers (3:18, 19). Antinomianism had to be shown for what it wasworth
-- nothing. Conversely, thosewhose wnversationisin heaven: a. Look for Christ’sreturn (3:20). b.
Wait for Christ’s grace(v. 21). c¢. Believe Christ’s power (v. 21).

4. Allthisisindeed grea -- But, thereisaproblem at Phili ppi. Thereisafly intheointment. There
istroube anong some church members. Itisnow addressed. Givedili genceto God s Prescription
for the resolution d the nflict.

1. The GROUNDoof it v.1

The first word of the chapter “wherefore” ( ) could be trandated
“consequently,” (cf. 1 Cor. 15:55 for similar use). An influence of the data provided (3:20, 21).
Hence, the chapter divisionredly shoud run over to the verses of our text (v. 1-3).

2. The APPROACH toit v. 1
Filid and affedionate aldresses are expresed here. Real them:
a. “My brethren” (

There is red feding in this phrase. There is nothing cold or meaningless Paul expressed
identity to the same family for they had ore Father. But thereismore. Thisisthe same gproach
given to blind Paul by Annanias when he met the estwhil e perseautor (Acts 9:17). Probably from
that point the term becane asaaed word for Paul, at least one invested with sincere meaning.

b. “Dealy beloved” (
What an expresson d loverooted in averb of choiced love. It showsaloved ojed. Note
two doses of the word.

c. “Longed For” (
Theintensive prefixed preposition shows Paul’ slonging to seethe Phili ppiansfaceto face

d. “Joy” ( “Crown” ( )

“Joy” may be amatter for the pr&ent but it is surely to be in the future (cf. 1 Thess 2 19,

20). The “crown” isnot one of royalty or dignity, but of victory given at the end d a mntest (1 Cor.
9:24-27).

Note: To resolve nflict/friction, there must be resped, loving endeaing thoughts of one ancther.

3. The APPEAL of it w. 1, 2
a. Counseleesinvolved
The present imperative plura verb “stand fast” is criticd ( )
Consistently must prevail (present tense). There caand be any on again off again stuff. Th|5|sa
dired command (imperative). Thisisamust situation. The plura pointsto bah parties. No room

for unil ateral resolution. The verb obvioudly says: doit or die with it unresolved!
b. Courselor involved
By Spirit inspiration, Paul spe&ksto the “flies’ inthe cintment. Twicehe usesthe sameverb
. Sncetheverb is used to addressead of the murseless, it is
clea both were a fault and reeded the exhortation. There may be asubtle suggestion here that no
oneisever withou some blamein any considered conflict/problem.

4. The PERSONNEL of it w. 2, 3
Item: Most conflicts/problems are multi-faceed. It isunusua to find somethinginisolation
or apart from several people. Look right herein our text:
a Euodas and Syntyche
All attempts to identify these women (feminine nours) are utterly futile. Nothingisredly
known abou them except what is here. Apparently they were of high profile in the church and
enjoyed some self-esteem which led them to mutual conflict.

b. Yokefellow
Many versionsrender the Greek here asa “yokefellow” or “companion.” By thismeansthe
word isintended as an ordinary generic term. Thisunramed person apparently stoodin aparticular
relation to the goostle and Hs ministry. The qualification “true,” or “genuine/sincere” refleds his
charader. Because other spedfic names are given, some believe “yokefellow” isaproper name --
Syzygus. Inasmuch astheletter isaddressed to the church, it would be proper to request assistance
from anotable in the Assembly. He was a genuine friend to Paul.

5. TheMETHOD of it w. 2, 3
a Thinkv.2

Thisisthe sense of “be of the. . .mind.” Hereis understanding and implies rationdlity.
Corflicts often beacome volatile andemotional. Hereisan admonitionto useone' shrains. Moreover
disputing parties are to have “same” ( ) thinking. All of this must
be “intheLord” for Hisauthority isthekey to harmony. Now that’s ssmething for peoplewhoare
at odds! They must get hold of the nature of their differences and kring abou harmony and
unanimity.

b. Help
1) Spedficdly

Outside assdstanceisnot to be deaied (Prov. 11:14) so long asthey are the quality and
spiritudity described here. Carnal counselors only confuse. The midde voice of the verb (
) and its imperativd mode show the women are
commanded to take an adive part in restoring harmony. Courselorsdo nd eff ed changewithout the
offending parties doing something (Luke 5:7). A reasonis offered for helping these women -- they
had striven together ( ,only hereinthe N. T.) with Paul in the

Gogpel (cf. Acts16:13). Thus, even adive Gospel-workers get into troube. Horrors.

2) Additionally
a Clement -- another unidentified laborer in the Gospel.
b. Other Fellow-Laborers. The word “other” is “the rest” (

). They were spedal as“my” conndes.

Note: It isvivid and dramatic that all who are mentioned, including the off ending women, arewritten
in the “Book of Life” (cf. Ex. 3231, 33; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 21:27).

Kegin Mind Thefly inthe ointment at Phili ppi is regretfull y too frequently foundin churches,
homes, missons, and adinary believers. There ae ways of resolution. One of theseis paintedly
seen here. Take your nedl to thistext today. Youwill marvel at God s power to deliver. Amen.



