The Book of Philippians
“One Hunded Percent”
Phili ppians 4:4-7

Introduction

1. Paul dedt with issues of antinomianism (3:18, 19), the incredible privil eges for the genuine
believer (3:20, 21) andthe problemsin the Phili ppian Assmbly (4:1-3). These mattersconcern the
immediate ntext.

2. Now the Spirit direds the gostle to address ®me very important concepts relating to pasitive
Chrigtian life. It isclea that the Bible presses usto afull commitment to the Lord.

3. Regretfully, there ae different ways to view Christian living. Some seetheir relationship with
Christ as being present. Others seeHim as prominent and a few view Christ as pre-eminent (Col.
1:18). Obvioudly, Scripture teates the latter -- a onverted believer asonewhois 100 percent for
Christ. Consequently, the text sets forth threespedfics of the ided Christian life.

1. UNFAILING JOY

a Command
The verb “rejoice ( isfound 11timesin the four chapters of
Phili ppiansand nav “joy” isfivetimes. Hereisadivineimperativejust like cmfort or strengthen.
The plural meansit iscommonto al Christians (cf. 3:1).
b. Context
Thereisredly only oneway torejoice-- “intheLord.” ThismeansHe Himself isthe source
of it al. To rejoice one must be in living fellowship with Him. 1t had to be this way with Paul
because of his own situation:
1) Hisfetters. At thisvery moment hewas chained to a Roman soldier. Hewasaprisoner, yet
“inthe Lord” he auld exhort to rejoice
2) His future. Paul was awaiting trial and he did na know how things would go (2:23).
What a ontext!
c. Constant
Theparticle “dways’ conndes redity and nd just somefancy rhetoric. Thisiswhat Paul
did at midnight (Acts 16:25). Our Lord did the same the night before His betrayal (John 1511).
d. Consistent
Thephrase “again | say rejoice” makesit clea that Paul has not misgpoken. Hemeanswhat he
has sid: “rgjoice” Note that the verb is future, hence, no matter what, “I will say, regjoice”

2. UNENDING MODERATION

a Something Commanded
The arist passve imperative verb is clea ( ).
Thisisno ogion. Itisamust. Liketheverb “rejoice” thisis patently adivine ommand -- doit!
b. Something Commended
The noun“moderation” ( ) has a definite aticle and a
personal pronoun Thisis a quality which the Phili ppians are urged to demonstrate. Thetermis
variously translated as gentleness reasonableness having no self-seeking or contention. This
contrastswith the problem above (4:1-3). The goped isthat thisvirtue beknownto “all men.” Any
sort of seaecy isrgeded.
¢. Something Compelled
That the Lord isnea ( ) may be spatid i.e. the Lord isright here
(Ro. 10:8; Eph. 2:13, 17) or eschatologicd i.e. Heisreturning (Ro. 13, 11; James5:9). Whichever is
the corred understanding, the fad isour Lord shoud make the differencein hown we livel

3. UNRUFH_ED PEACE

a Stepstoit
1) Careful for nothing
“Be caeful for nothing” (

nothing be axious.” Distrading care must be asent. It harasses the soul.
2) Prayerful for everything
Contrary to the dl-inclusive negative “in nahing” there must be the dl-inclusive
positive “in everything” ( )
a) Prayer (
Always saaed and prayer to God -- right to His face
b) Supgication (

Has nolimitationto saaed uses. Concerns petitions for desired benefits.

)isredly “in

Note: The repetition d the definite aticle before the ébovetwo nours givesa cetain
emphasis.
¢) Requests ( )
These ae things asked for. The petitionsthemselvesarein view (cf. Lk 13:24 for
singular; 1 John 515 for same plural).

Note: The verb “be known” ( )isa
present passveimperative. It isoursto keep God upto date. Not asif He needsinformation, but He
delights to have that expresson o our total confidencein Him. He will reconcile our “making
known” with His <vereign infinity. Mark the prepositional phrase “unto God’ (

).

3) Thankful for any thing
Thanksgiving ( )
is the temper and attitude expressed shoud always be with this. Thisis an essntial element.

b. Supgy of it
1) Divine
Thiscomesasalegacy fromthe Lord (Jn 1427) andisthefruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22).
2) Total
The participle “passes’ isliterally “the surpasgng thing.” In thisinstanceit surpasses
the “understanding” or mind, henceit comprehends all thinking powers (cf. Eph. 3:20).
3) Seaure
The verb “guard” isamilitary term (
garrison (2 Cor. 11:32) andis used of abelievers eaurity (1 Pet. 1.:5).

)tokeepa

4) Persona
The heats ( on the sea of feding and the minds
( or Yhe mental adions of the heat are caed for.
5) Provided

The Oneinwhom al isavail ableis Christ Jesus. Only in communionwith Him can the
peacebe enjoyed.

Note: Scripture, therefore, has the answer for what everyone needs -- peacé
Conclusion

Salvationis 100% thework of God. Oncesaved -- redly saved -- we ae expeded to givethe Lord
100% of ourselves. |s He worthy of that sort of commitment? A thousandtimes YES! Amen.



