THE BOCK OF REVELATION

"Lamentatlion Over Babylon"
Revelation 18:9-24

Introduciion
1. Two chapters are linked--Revelation 17 and 18. The for-
mer ceoncerns the final religious system (ecumenicalism)
which is brought to the ground through the mediate work of
the Antichrist {(17:16!. The next chapter (18! is the final
political power of the world in the last days of the Tribu-
lation. It tumbles under the mighty hand of God immedi-
ately (18:9}

2. It is believed that the city of Babylon will be rebuilt
and become the commercial center of the last days (isa. 13,
14; Jex. 50, 51; Zech. 5:5-11}. Phrases in these chapters
which locate the scene in the future seem too gtrong tc re-~
ject a xebuilt Babylon icf. Isa. 13:6, 9; Jexr, 50:18-20).
Hence, it is expected that middle ecast pressure will build
for this climactic event.

3. That God intervenes and lays low the world powers is
patent (Zech. 14:3, 9). Great consternstion by the entire
world will ensue. That is the record of this study. Lecok
and see what the Bible says:

1. LAMENTATION wv. 9-19,

a. By governmenital leaders vv. 9, 10.

Here are the kings of the eaxth in sorrow cver Baby-~
lon. Two weords are used to indicate their weeping. The
word "lament" actually means to beat the breast. The two
verbs hers ave again used in concert {Luke 8:52)., The crty
goes up in smcke and burning. This is the worst kind of
plague. So horrendeus is the scene that the kings stand
afar off and watch. The vivid perfect tense is used to show
their inability to withdraw frem the scene. The judgment of
the city is completed in one hour!

b. By commercial interests vv. 11-19.
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L4} Mexchante wv. 11-16. These also weep and mourn.
The verb "mourn" is the same as "sorrow" (v. 7) and is
present tense. 29 items zre menticned over which sorrow
is expressed., There had been luxuny upcn luxury in Babylon
and now 1t is all gone. The word "merchandise" summarizes
the whole mattax. Ir means "cargo" and refers to what fillg
a ship (Acts 21:3), ncluded are "slaves" (v. 13). The
term is "bodiesg" WhLCh sugygests that the peseple were treated
as animals or implements like ﬁharlot& and hexrses: The
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connective "“and" with "souls of men" may be concessive to
show that what was mere “body" to the merchants was in fact
a living "soul" before God! Today's economy is dangerously
near that point cof departure. Again the riches of the city
are mentioned as departing in one hour. The loss is se
great that these.also stand afar off and weep, but fear the
judgment of Ged (vv. 15-17a).

2) Helmsmen vv. 17b-19. Two dirges have already been
given: kings and merchants. This is the third by sea folk.
No city compared with this one for shipping. These ship
masters cast dust on their heads in sorrow over the loss of
their business (v. 19). 1In one hour their whole economic
empire crumbled! :

NOTE: There is no way by which the present secio-ecenomic
system will survive. God will bring it all down. True
children cf God are allowed to preview the whole judgment in
advance as provided by revelation in this book.

2. VISITATION vv. 20-24.

a. Vengeance v, 20.

The present middle imperative advises rejoicing on
the part of heaven,; apostles, and prophets. All created be-
ings in fellowship with the Lord have conguered. God has
brought final sweeping judgment once and for all.

b. Vielence vv. 21-23,

The medernists, the pestmillennialists, and the de-
niers of the pretribulatienism of the Bible all find it hard
here. The Bible predicts a growing sorer situation in the
world. Christ's kingdeom will come tc earth cataclysmically.
No other way. Here it is described as by a millstene (v.
213, This is the kind turned by an animal, net a weman. The
city is threwn down with vielence! Lights go out, mirth
gces away, and all business perishes. Sercery brought it
all abecut. The whele scheme of things today is called chi-
canery and charlatanry.

c. Vindicatien wv. 24.
The city of Babylen had slain prophets, saints, and
others. New God had vindicated His cause and eoverthrown the
city. Hence, those who rejected God's message and messen-

gers have now been dealt their just judgment.

Conclusion The seventh seal says that Babylon will fall

(Rev. 16:19). The full impact of that has noew ceme. The

- 0ld Testameni prophecies coencerning the final overthrow of

-Babylon are .new fulfilled as well (Isa. 13, 14; Jer. 50, 51).
Praise to God that this is all done is yet to come (19:1-10).
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