THE RBOOK OF REVELATION

"Satan Beund"

Revelation 20:1-3
Introduction
1. Chronologically, the text of Revelation has come te the
end of the tribulation (19:17-21). Christ has come and the
great Battle of Armagedden has been cencliuded. All human
efferts tc oppeose God's purpose have been totally destroyed.
The way is now clear for the next stsge in God's plan for
the ages,

2. The dispensatieonal view of interpreting the Bible helds
that there are three major groups with whom God werks (1 Cor.
10:32): Jews (descendents of Bbraham threough Isaac and Jacob),
Gentiles (all people whe are net Jews), and the church (beth
Jews and Gentiles who have been baptized by the Holy Spirit
into the bedy of Christ which is the church (1 Cor. 12:12,
13; Eph. 1:22, 23). The tribulatien focuses en Jews and
Gentiles in judgment.

3. . Now cemes the next great event after the tribulation.
All three greups (Jews, Gentiles, and church} axe invelved.
Study and see heow this is all werked ocut:

1, WHEN?~--the millennium Rev. 20:1-3.

That there is such a time peried in Ged's purpese can-—
net be doubtad. It is menticned six times in this text
{vv. 2, 3,4,5,6). In this text, the focus is eon Satan, a
term meaning adversary. He is given three other names
here: dragen {cf. 12:3), serpent (12:9}, and devil {mean-
ing slandexer}. The language sbviously purperts this being
te be & rezl person. He is not a force of evil.
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¥t is an angel of Ged, whe has an agsignment relating
te the keys of the bottemless pit, whe figures in Ged's
plan here {v. 1}, He is mere powerful than Satan {9:1-2),
The chain should not cause any problem, for ether beings
are alseo chained (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6}. This angel deals
with Satan. Five verbs #ell the account: He is 1aid held
on (Greek: seized), bound for 1000 years, cast inte the
abyes; shut up and sealed there {(both effective aorist
verbs}. This prohibits Satan from deceiving the natiens
(pelitical texm) for 1000 years {millennium}. Fellowing
this period, he will be lecsed for a short time (Greek:
little timej.

NOTE: Three "kingdoms" in the Bible: 1) Etermal kingdom:
the timeless and eternal contrel of God cver all things (Psa.
10:16; 103:12). 2) Theocratic kingdom: the development of




the eternal kingdem in time. One ferm of this is the media-
terial reign.of Christ (reign of Christ for 1000 years on
earth)., 3) Spiritual kingdem: Present form of the kingdom
where our Lord rules in the hearts ef saved men toeday (John
3:3). The two phrases "kingdom of Ged" and "kingdom of
heaven" are used interchangeably, depending upon the context,
and may refer tc the mediaterial or eternal kingdom.

2. WHY?--the purpose.

There have been variocus ideas about a millennium. Three
major views obtain: 1) Premillennial view. This holds that
Christ will come befere the millennium as outlined in these
studies. 2} Postmillennial view. This holds that things will
get increasingly better and Christ will ceme at the peak of
good times. 3) Ammillennial view. This holds that therewill
not be a millennium at all. We believe that there are sig-
nificant reasens fer a millennium. Here are some of them:

a. It demenstrates God's kingdom te the werld. Hereis
God's epen shew =f what a theecratic kingdem is like upon
the earth under the direct rule of Christ (Psa. 2; 110).

b. It demenstrates that a perfect envirenment, without
God, is ne selution to man's sin preblem. Men still revelt
against Ged at the end {Rev. 20:3, 7-10).

c. It demonstrates Ged's faithfulness to His promises
(Luke 1:32). All the promises to Israel in the 01d Testa-
ment will find literxral fulfiliment {Isa. 2:2-4; 9:6, 7).

3. WHAT?--the events.

Events on God's calsandar for the millennium are provided
in the Bible. Leok at scme eof these:
a. People

The church (19:14), natieons (Matt. 25:31—323, and
redeened Israel will be there (Isa. 62:1-7).

b. War {Isa. 2:2=4}.

c. Salvatien (isa. 52:7-10; 61:6; Rem. 11:15}.

Conclusion Here is ene of the great goals of God's histery.
It is the golden age for which all men have waited. Many
think of it in nenbiblical terms. Here is the true account:
of its establishment. It begins with Satan being beund.
What 2 magnificent hope for the true child of Goed. Hope-
fully, you axe one of the redeemed to participate in this
earthly kingdom sf Ged. You can be if yeu submit te His
rule in yeur heart teday (lsa. 1:18; John 3:3; 5}.




