THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Satanic Mobili zation Against Israd”
Revelation 1213-17

Introduction

1. Thisisone of the most exciting chapters in the Bible. It provides a summary of the history of
Israd and the Mesdah from the time of Abraham (the first Jew) right up to the birth of our Lord
(12:1-5). All of thisisasign ( ) that God dces have aplan for the
nation.

2. The past corflict (12:1-5) between Satan and the Jewish nation is followed by a prophetic gap
between verses 5 and 6 Christ, the Messah, israptured (v. 5). Then the Church Age mmmences
(Acts 2) at which timethe Jewish nationis st aside (Mt. 23:37-39). God sdeding with the Nation
istaken upagain (v. 6). Thisisthe TribulationPeriod (Dan. 9:24-27). Israd isproteded duringthe
first half of the seven yea Tribulation.

3. Following the prophetic gap, the acourt shifts to the @nflict in heaven (vv. 7-12). Itisa
referenceto the war between Michad and his angels and Satan, the Gred Dragon, and his angels.
Satan loses the battle and is cast out of heaven to eath (v. 9). Anincredible mnfessonis given
abou God (v. 10), Satan (v. 10), brethren (v. 11), and the world (v. 12).

4. With this badkground the scene moves to the eath. Israd is gill the opporent of Satan. The
deah struggleisrecorded in adramatic way. Threefuture battle campaigns are delineaed (vv. 13-

17).

1. EARTH CAMPAIGN BATTLE v, 13

a Predpitated
The verb saw ( ) pointsto the ac&nowledgment of the Dragon
(Satan) of his expulsion from heaven into the eath. The arist passve verb was cest (
) indicates the expulsion was not Satan’s choice

b. Purposed
“Perseauted” ( ) isan historicd statement. It may well have

referenceto the despicable treament of the two witnesses (11:1-12) andthe breking of the @mvenant
with Israd (Dan. 9:27). Whatever, thereis grea hostility for the Nation.

. Predicaed
Thefocusis onthe woman (Israd) which ( ) meaning “which very one,”
hence no mistake is to be madel It is this woman who bkeas a mae dild (

).

2. WILDERNESSCAMPAIGN BATTLE wv. 14-16

a InvolvesaFlight
Apparently the popuated areas have so much perseaution and are bottled upthat many Jews

flee to the wilderness So Satan energizes his milit ary Antichrist to marsha his armies and might
against the fleeng Jews. Providentialy, thewoman (Israd) isgiven wingsof agrea eagle. Thisis
God sdivineinterventionto providerapidity of escgpe and guaranteed protedion (cf. Ex. 19:4; Deut.
3211, 12).

b. InvolvesaPlace v. 14
The  nation  “flies’ into the wilderness  “into her place” (
). Thispointsto something prepared of Godwheredivine caeisprovided. A number
of passages suggest that God will carefor Israd in thistime of need (Is. 26:20; 37:1; 59:19). There
were dties of refuge (cf. Deut. 4:41-49) so God may do the same in the future and some have
identified the place & Petrain Edom (Dan. 11:41).

c. InvolvesaProtedion v.14
Thisismost predous. Israd will be nourished or positively proteced onthe one hand
( ) by God. On the other, the nation will be untouched by Satan,
being kept “from the faceof the serpent” ( )

d. InvolvesaTime v.14
Significantly, Israd isproteded for atime (oneyea), times(twoyeas) and elf atime (half a
yea). Thisall addsupto 1260 @ys, 42 months, or half of the 7 yeasof Tribulation(cf v. 6; 11:2).

e. InvolvesaProblem v. 15
Satan moves against the nation in full fury. Whilethis may be aproper flood d waters,
most likely the thought is that the amies of Satan came & afull tide to destroy the nation. This
purposeis clealy stated (v. 15h).

f. InvolvesaSolution v. 16
What an enormous mirade is recorded here. Despite the overwhelming odds in favor
of Antichrist, the eath “helps’ thewoman andthe eath “opens’ her mouth to overcomethe hordes
(or water) of Satan. Apparently thisisareferenceto some sort of physicd disturbanceonthe eath.
It might be an earthquake or being a desert areg a sand storm. The bare faad is God hesintervened
and Satan’s power is broken.

3. REMNANT CAMPAIGN BATTLE v. 17

a Itisldentified
Thewoman is dill Israd. The verse explainsthe fina rampage of Satan (under Antichrist)
against lsrad’ sremnant (Zech. 14:1-4). Fortunately at thisfinal clash the Jews become like David
when hefought with Goliath (Zedh. 12:8, 9). Thisisthe battle of Armageddonwith thefinal victory
coming at the second Advent of our Lord with the amiesof heaven (Rev. 19:11-21). Thesword ou
of Messah’smouth isthe only wegoon recessary for victory (Dan. 8:25; 11:45). The Deliverer has
comeout of Zion (Ro. 11:25, 26).

b. Itis Charaderized
There ae two marks of the remnant given: 1) Keeping the mmmandments of God. Thisis
probably areferenceto the O.T. and the pradiceof agodly life. 2) Having the testimony of Jesus
Christ. This may refer to the N.T. and the prophetic witnessof Mesdah Jesus. In substance, the
doule dharaderizaion hasreferenceto the “remnant” of Israd as“completed Jews’ (Ro. 2:17-20)
for not al Israd aretruelsrad (Ro. 9:6).

Conclusion

All the eventsoutlined here ae sureto cometo passfor God hes sid so. Likewise, God spromiseis
sure to save from sin the one who believes on His Son the Lord Jesus Christ (Jn 336). Have you
believed personaly? Do it now.



