THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“War in Hearen”
Revelation 126-12

Introduction

1. God's eterna plan for Israd as a nation cannad be negleded by serious Bible students. The
nation is dramaticdly linked to the conflict of the ages.

2. Onthebasisof the Jewish charader of 11:19, it isevident that the foll owing chapter (12) foll ows
thefads of the nationIsrad. Foll owing the dream of Joseph (Gen. 37:9-11), it isapparent that
the “woman” (12:1) symbolizesIsrad. The “man child” whom she brings forth (12:4) isthe
Mesdah Jesus. Herules (shepherds) with arod d iron. The “red dragon” is Satan (12:9). He
exercisesevery effort torid theworld of Mesdah Jesusandthenation (12:3, 4). It al fail swith
the ascension d our Lord (12:5).

3. The @oveitemsare “signs’ in “heaven” (12:1, 2). Thereisagap of prophecy between 125 and
12:6. When Messah ascended (12:5), the present Church Agebegan (Penteast) andIsrad was
set aside s anation (Mt. 23:37-39).

4. Thepicture of thetext (12:6) isthat of God orce gyain dedingwith Israd asanation. Thisisthe
70th week of Daniel (9:24-27). Thereis considerable discusgon abou the time of 1260 ays.
They may be dther the first half or the seaond hlf of the 70th week. Thetilt of the matter is
that Israd will be proteded duing the first half i.e. during the “beginning of sorrows’ (Mt.
24:8). All of thisoccurs on eath.

5. At this, the acourt shifts from the eath to the stellar regions. This is another phase of the
conflict with the dragon. Hereisareport of Israd’sair power andis pitted against that which
comes from Satan and hishosts. Two cogent feaures are presented:

1. THE HEAVENLY CONTENTION wv. 7-9
a Where? v.7
The verb “was’ meansto “becmme” or “happen to be ( " )Hencethe
war cameto be “in heaven.” Thisisprobably not in thevery presenceof God (third heaven), but the
seond heaven (upper air or outer space.

b. Who? w. 7,9
1) Michad. Thewar ( ) isbetween red persons: Michad and
his angels; Dragon and his angels. This confirmsthat the stars (v. 4) arein fad angels. Scripture
teadesthat Michad isthe chosen guardian of Israd (cf. Dan. 10, 12). Hetook alow place @ainst
Satan (Jude 9), but hereis asked to make afrontal attadk and he does.
2) Dragon. Heiscdled “theold serpent.” Thistakes one bad to the bodk of Genesiswhere
his cunnng and poisonows charader is down (3:1-15). Also he is the “Devil” (
) which shows heisthe dlanderer. Additionally, heis*Satan” which showsheisthe alversary.
A summary statement about the Dragonisthat heisthe“ onewho deceves (present tense) thewhole
inhabited world.” Now think of this continuows adion. Satans 24 hou job is described! True
believers shoud na be decaved by the Dragon (Eph. 6:10, 11).

c. What? wv.8,9
Thewhole battle or war ispictured in ore cnstantive aorist verb ( ).
The result is that for the Dragon and his angels they did na prevail (did na have power,
). Consequently, there was neither a place found (aorist passve,
) any longer for them “in the heavens.” Therefore the Dragonwas cast into the
eath. Hisangelswere cat with im. Mark Satan’s geps down in judgment:
1) Cast fromoriginal place(Ezek. 28:14-16; cf. Luke 10:18).
2) Cast from heaven (here, cf. Job 112; 1 Kgs. 22:31; Zech. 3:1).
3) Castinto the dyss(Rev. 20:1-3).
4) Cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10).

Note: Satan’sjudgment was gained at Calvary through ou Lord’sdeéh (Jn 1611; Col. 2:15; Heb.
2:14).

2. THEHEAVENLY CONFESSON wv.10-12
a Abou God v. 10

Thistestimony comes from aloudvoicein heaven. John kead ( ) the
voice & it spoke ( . 1) may be areferenceto believers whofill
Glory (1 Cor. 15:52-58; 1 Thess 4:13-18). Four definite aticle ascriptions about God are head:

1) His Salvation This is probably a reference to the entire scope of thisword, physicdly
and spiritualy.

2) His Strength  Thisisthe word for “power” (
Ro. 1:16). It is God' s mighty power.

3) HisKingdom This is a reference to His eternal kingdom. It goes beyond the 1000
yea eathly reign of Christ.

4) HisPower Thisistheterm “authority” andis vested in the Mesdah (Christ). The same
Greek termisused in John (1:12). Surely the thought isthat al oppasitionis over now.

,sameasin

b. Abou Satan v. 10
1) HisWork Simply: he actises (present tense) the brethren. Only hereistheterm used of
Sataninthe N.T. Let it not be so said abou usthat we engagein his adivity.
2) HisAppeaance What hedoesis“before God’ (cf. 1 John 21, 2). Moreover, it isby day
and by night (genitive of time).
3) HisEjedion The passve form of the verb pdnts to the divine overthrow of Satan
( . Gjory!

c. Abou Brethren v. 11
Boldly the text affirms they overcame or gained a victory over Satan. Thiswas dore:
1) Because of (prepaositionwith acasative denotesthe ground the Lamb’sblood Theblood
of the Lamb causes victory! That's why the brethren were bold.
2) Because of (same prepasition as above) the word of testimony. Think of it -- they spoke
out inwitness That spelled victory.

Note: Suppementary to the éove, these brethren had the martyr’s irit. This was their settled
attitude as victors -- prepared to resist unto deah.

d. Abou World v. 12

1) Those in the “heavens” On acourt of the victory described over Satan, there is the
command (imperative middle) to rejoice. Thisistheonly plural form of thenoun fkeaveninthebodk
of Revelation. Thosewho dwell (tabernade ) inthe “heavens’
show that thewhole mmpany of redeemed and angelsare cdled torejoice Victory over Satan cals
for this.

2) Thoseinthe eath Theverb ( ) notesthose who
dwell or are settled in the eath and sea For these men and animals, thereisa “woe.” Reason for
this prophetic woe -- the Devil has come down to them and hes (present) grea wrath becaise he
knows (perfed, ) histimeto harm men is limited.

Conclusion What can besaid for all of this? 1. God hasaplanto ded with Satan’srebellion. 2.
Thewhole of the “heavens’ has cause to rejoicewith the victory over Satan. 3. Theworld shoud
shudder knowing Satanic wrath isforthcoming. 4. Having these fads, every true believer shoud
rejoicein the finished work of Christ and proclaim it with vigor. To God be dernal glory. Amen.



