THE BOOK OF REVELATION
"Angelic Messages of Judgment"
Revelation 146-13

Introduction

1. Thisisaninterval chapter. It isabreaher from the progressve judgments
of God. It takes note of the 144,000from "among men" whom God seds for
Himself to be saved ou of the Tribulation Period. While Satan has his heyday,
God still works His purposes!

2. To annource His plans and effed His intentions, God employs angels. Six
of them appea in this chapter (vv 6, 8, 9,15,17, 1§. Ead has a distinctive
ministry. Angels were anployed elsewhere in the Word (Gen. 19 Acts 7:53;
Mat. 4:11; 28.5).

3. To get ahande onthe message of the first three angels, consider these three
emphases:

1. PROCLAMATION —-A Message w. 6, 7

a. By Whom ? An angel is involved in this work of proclaiming the
"everlasting gospel." The "gospel of the kingdom" (Mt. 3:2) affirms the
Lordship of Christ and His mill ennial reign. The "gospel of grace' (Eph. 28,
9) affirms the present age message of salvation and the curch. The
"everlasting gospel" is a generic term for what has aways been Gods
goodress Hereit spedficdly relates to judgment. Thereis "another gospel"
(Gal. 1.6) which dces nat bring one into a proper relationship with God. Only
here is an angel conreded with the proclamation. He does  from mid-air (v.
6).

b. To Whom? The everlasting gospel is for thase "who dwell on the
eath." Itisfor "every nation,and kindred, and tongue, and people”’. God has
noradal biases. The world heas this message of Christ's comingin glory (cf.
11:15).

c. Abou Whom? It al relatesto the Lord. Threeitemsare stated: 1. Fea
God. 2. Giveglory to God. 3. Worship God as Creaor. All of these verbs
are aorist imperatives. They show how far men have gone from God's intent
of worship (cf. Ro. 1:23; Jer. 1011). These three s®ntial ingredients are
important and shoud never be minimized, nomatter what the particular slant
onthe gospel is given, such as kingdom, grace or judgment.

2. DESTRUCTION -- A City v. 8

a Stated Unequivocdly God, by ancther angel, affirms the felling of
Babylon. Thisis probably areference to mystery Babylon (Rev. 17, 1§. Its
identification is not too dfficult: a ombination d Romanism, liberd
Protestantism, and apostates of all sorts (the Harlot Church of the end time).
The modern eaumenicad movement is probably the harbinger of the final form.
Here the angel notes that Babylonisfallen. Theverbisrepeded twice andisa
prophetic aorist. The one verb refers to religious Babylon (ch. 17 and the
other to pditi ca Babylon (ch. 18.

b. Reasoned The rationale behind the judgment against mystery Babylon
isgiven. It isbecause she has caused all nations to participate in her idolatry.
It is cdled spiritual fornication! It isawrath item! This has been the history
of physicd Babylonalso (Jer. 25.15; 50:28; 51.7).

3. DESTINATION -- A People wv. 912

a ldentified Another angel makes this annourcement. The persons
concerned here ae those who worship the beast and recave this mark (cf.
13:16-18). A Greek first classcondtionis used, therefore assumed to be true.

b. Judged The unmixed pation means that water is not added to wine of
the wrath of God. It isindignation. Thisistemporary, bu the dernal isyet to
come, hencehere is ajudgment of 1000yeas (cf. 1915with 2011-15).

c. Extended The hay environment adds to the punishment: the presence
of angelsand Lamb. It isaforever purishment. Thereisnorespite! Thereis
no rest here (cf. 48). It may appea thase who follow Antichrist made the
right deasion, bu they did na. If no aher verse were in the Bible, this is
sufficient to suppat eternal purishment for the wicked.

d. Contrasted The saints are entirely different. They have encouragement
while fadng perseaution. They have: 1. Patience 2. Obedience 3. Faith.
Even then God has His own who do na succumb to unkelief.

Conclusion Heaven's slence is broken again (v. 13. Thistimeit relates to
deah. Hereisanew kind d beaitude. The verb "write" isimperative. Saints
will die, but then will come the kingdom and the dernal ages. Better far to
know Christ than to serve Antichrist. There is giritua service in heaven.
Remember the mntext is the Tribulation. However, the message is pradicd.
Best to all ow the Spirit of God to live Christ's life through you than to submit
toalife controlled by self.



