The Book of Revelation
“The Beast to Come”
Revelation 17.8-18

Introduction

1. Theidentification d the harlot (v. 1) appeas clea. Sheis the grea conglomerate religious
system cdl ed Babylonianism. Thehistory of thisiddatry iswell establi shed andtracedleto Nimrod
(Gen. 10:8-10; 11:1-9).

2. ThisBabylonian systemisahodgepodge of Romanism, apostate Protestantism, falsereligions(as
Islam), al sedsand cults. All aretied together in amasdve dfort to control man’sdestinies. It is
the world church, the harbinger being the present ecumenica movement (vv. 5, 18).

3. Thepoaint of this chapter isto set forth the two major playersin God sjudgement (v. 1). That the
Babylonian religious ystemisincluded isevident (vv. 1, 18). Themilit ary power of theday playsa
leading role in this judgment (the beast for he caries the religious s/stem (v. 7).

4. SinceGodistherighteous Judge (Gen. 18:35). Hisdedingswith thetwo playersof the endtimes
is pedaaular. Look at the reveded aspeds of God's judgment:-

Note: The sight of the harlot caused grea wonder to John (KJV -- admiration, v. 6). The Apostle
was asked about hiswonder by an angel who promised an explanation (vv. 1, 7): 1) about the harlot
and 2 abou thebeast. Therest of the chapter gives detail s of the beast.

1. HISIDENTITY v.8
Four statements are given:
a Hewas. Setshim as having politi cd existence
b. Heisnat. Shows ahiatus of politi cd existence
c. Heisabou to ascend. Hereisadiabalicd sourceof his pdliti cd existence
d. Hewill gointo destruction. Marksthefinal end d his pdliti cd status (Rev. 19:20; 20:10).

Note: What an amazng summary abou the beast, the Antichrist (Rev. 13:1-10, cf. 11:7; 17:8).

2. HISASSOCIATES v.8

Those that dwell on the eath are overcome with wonder (future passve verb). These ae
obviously non telievers. Their names are nat in the Book of Life. Note: The Book of Life a
Includes believers (Phil. 4:3; Rev. 21:27). b. Locaedin heaven (Luke 10:20). c. Certain names
blotted ou (Ex. 3231-33; Rev. 3:5). d. Non believers excluded becaise of sin of unbelief (Rev.
13:8; 17:8; John 169). e. Omisdonfrom Book resultsin eternal damnation (Rev. 20:11-15; Dan.
7:10; Rev. 22:19). Remember: oncesaved, always sved (Rev. 3:5; Mt. 10:32, 33; Ro. 10:9; 1 John
4:14, 15; John 1028).

3. HISCAREER wv.9-13
a Related to wisdom v. 9
The mind hes (pres. tense) wisdom.
b. Related to governments wvv. 9, 10
The mountains are not eath and stones. Rather, kings (v. 10) and the harlot sits on them.
Hencereligionisupheld by paliti cs. Five of these padliti cd schemes have fallen, oneremains. The
other (of the same) has not yet come.
c. Related to prominence v. 10, 11
When the seventh king comes, he “must” remain ashort time. Then the éghth king risesout
of the seventh. Earlier, Scripture avers heisfrom the &yss(v. 8). Now it affirms he will go into
destruction (perdition).

d. Related to an dliance wv. 12,13
1) Represent 10 kings
2) Have no kingdoms
3) Recéve power (authority) for an hou (short period) with the beast
4) Agreetogether -- one mind
5) Give their might and authority to the beast

4. HISACTIVITY wv. 14,15
The basic thrust hereisin oreword war. Thiswar is:
a Allied
The 10 kings and the beast are dliesin the poemics. It iswith the Lamb (Christ).
b. Overcome
TheLamb isthe Victor. Reason givenisthat HeisLord of Lords and King of Kings.
c. Associated
Thehaostsof heavenjointheLord. They are apealliar sort: 1) cdledintime (2 Tim. 1:9), 2)
chasen in eternity (Eph. 1:4), and 3 faithful even urto deah (Rev. 2:10).
d. Universal v.15
The harlot “sits” on many waters (v. 1) and in turn sits on the beast (v. 3). Hence thereis
immense influence of the harlot (apostate religion) and the beast (renegade paliti cs) world wide
(peoples, multitudes, nations, tongues).

5. HISANIMOSITY v. 16
The basic thrust isin oreword, hate. This hate (loathing, disgust) is:
a Fromthe dliance v. 16
The 10 kings and (not with) the beast join in a wnfederate hate of the harlot. The
concordat between the goostate religion and the politi cd ruler (milit ary power) bre&s.
b. Forced uponthe harlot v. 16
1) Harlot is made desolatei.e. wasted.
2) Harlot is made naked i.e. her true dharader is exposed.
3) Harlot isedeni.e. al her glories are doamed (cf. v. 4)
4) Harlot isburned i.e. utter socia, religious ruin.

6. HISMOTIVATION v. 17
The basic thrust isin oreword, God. The events of this chapter obviously are cntroll ed:
a. God gives (KJV--puts)
The heat of the dli anceis moved by God in threediredions.
1) To do(KJV -- fulfill) Hiswill
2) To do(KJV -- agree one will
3) To givetheir (10 kings) kingdom to the beast.
b. Godlimits
The parameters of the eventsare cnstrained by theWord of God. When HisWord isfulfill ed,
then the dramawill end.

Conclusion The Babylonian religion is the woman. The rebuilt city of Babylon will have

commercial dominance The beast (Antichrist) is the end time military power. The commercial
(econamics) power will control the milit ary power (Antichrist) during the Tribulation. In the end
Christ will bethe Victor. Hallelujah!



