THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Revelation 1:13-16

Introduction
1. The Apostle Johnwas banished to the lonely island o Patmos “on acmurt of the Word of God
and onacount of the testimony of Jesus Christ” (v. 9).

2. While on Patmos, Johnwas brought under the revelatory power of the Holy Spirit. Heaing a
divine voice, he was commanded to write what he saw in a Book and send the same to seven locd
churches of Asiaindicated (vv. 10, 11).

3. Turning “to see” the voice which spoke “with” him, John“saw” (asin his ©ul) seven golden
(therefore very predous) candlesticks (i.e. seven separatelight beaers). Inthemidst of these seven
individual cand esticks (not amenorah), Johnsaw onelike the Son o Man (v. 13).

4. “Son d Man” is atitle used of Ezekiel abou 100times, once of Daniel (8:17), abou seventy
timesin the Gospelsof our Lord. Paul never usesit of Christ. Thetitle expressesa dharaderistic of
theLord. ItfocusesontheLord Jesusas God smediatorial King whowill ultimately ruletheworld.
Thevisionviews Fsus after His ascension, relating to the future, and evidently the permanency of
the incarnation.

5. TheLord shumanity isapatent Biblicd doctrine. It istheview of Him “inthemidst” whichfill s
Johris vision, not the candesticks! Here is the description of His Person in al His divine
perfedion:-

1. HISCLOTHES v.13
The verb “was clothed” ( ) isa dasdc perfed passve
participle. The extensive asped of Hisclothesisclea. The dothes are sedioned onHis body.

a TotheFed
The aljedive employed isonly found hereinthe N.T. It indicaes His outer garment went
down to His fed, but did na cover them (cf. v. 15). This smetermisused of the “ephod’ in the
LXX (Septuagint or Greek of the O.T., Ex. 28:31). Hence, our Lord weasthe robe of the Priest, but
more than that. Hereisroyal dignity as the Judge( cf. Isa. 6:1; other description here). Surely He
judges ead church’s use of its light!

b. Abou the Chest
As above, the verb here is adso a pefed passve form (
). Thiskind d high girding isamark of high dignity (cf. Isa. 11:5; Eve. 15:6). Among
other considerations, this conndes Hisjudgment will be exeaited acording to His innate nature.

2. HISPERSON wv. 14-16
Note: A seven-fold glory of the Lord is presented:-

a HisHead and Hair
There can beno guestionthat the thoughts expressed relate to the Ancient of Daysin the
O.T. (cf. Dan. 7:9, 10, 13, 22). Certain charaderisticsare mmmonto bah Son o Man and Ancient
of Days, yet they aredistinct persons(cf. Jn. 5:22). Thefull nessof divine wisdom in absolute purity
likewoal or snow may well be theimpaa of the dazding whitenessof the head and heir. Antiquity
or age must not be mnstrued from the white hair (cf. Psa. 10225-27).

b. HisEyes v. 14
During His eathly sojourn, the Lord’s eyes often dmmed with teas (cf. Jn. 11:25). Now

thereis penetrating judgment. Hisomnisciencepossessng total informationisevident. Everything
is manifest to Him (Heb. 4:13). For the obedient saint, this is comfort, but for the hypocrite and
godessthisis consuming terror. The mention o fireis sgnificant (cf. 1 Cor. 3:13; 2 Cor. 5:1-13;
Ro.14:12). The dl knowing eyesof the Lord were known to Peter (Luke22:61). Eschatologicdly,
at His coming, His eyeswill be as described here (19:12).

c. HisFeda v. 15
The Greek word for “fine brass’ ( ) has defeaed all
the ingenious efforts of translators. Some, therefore, merely trandliterate it. That it refers to a
composite metal produced through fire and daz4ed the eyes of Johnisagiven. The thought here
may well bewrath - jJudgment uponsin, uphdding God s haliness exhibited at Calvary. The Lord
standsin the midst of the churchesoneath. Heisgradousbecaise of Calvary, but Heis obli gated
to judge acording to the glory for the Father for which He died to seaure (cf. Isa. 63:1-6).

d. HisVoice v. 15
The Psalmist refers to God's mighty voice (29; 93:4). The mill ennial temple spe&ks of His
voice (Ezek. 43:2) and Daniel’ s vison mentionsit (10:6). It wasthis same voicewhich still ed the
waters (Mt. 8:23-27). The “many waters’ surely notes His absolute sovereignty and majesty and
suggests the plenitude of attributes of deity foundin Mesdah.

Note: Threemajor attributes of deity areindicated in thiscontext (vv. 14h, 15); Omniscience(eyes),
Omnipresence (fed), Omnipotence (voice). What amighty God is our blessed Lord.

e. HisHandv. 16
The “right” hand spe&s of possesdon, authority and hona (Ps. 110, Eph. 1:20; Rev. 5:1,
7). Thestarsarethe “angels’ of the seven churches. While some view these asangelic beings, it is
more acairate to take them asthe “messengers’ or “pastors’ of the churches. A very solemnleson
istaught here. The “Pastor” deriveshispower and dficefromtheLord. Heisthe One Who hdds
them in Hisright hand. What an honaable and resporsible position for every leader of the locd
church to possess(v. 20).

f. HisMouth v. 16
From the Lord’'s mouth comes atwo edged sword (cf. Isa. 11:4; 49:2). The sword is
regarded as proceeding from the mouth like the spoken word (Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17). Hisword is
incisivei.e. it excises diseased and cefiled areas and what is contrary to Hiswill . It also penetrates
every part of one' sbeing. Christ spedks -- full stop!

g. His Courtenance
Thisfinal asped of the Son o Man seen by Johnis His face(cf. Jn. 11:44 for same word).
Oncespittlefell onHim (Mt. 26:67, but different nour), but now divine glory morebrilli ant than the
midday sun. Thinking of His plendar, consider this: Christ is the light to the world (Mal. 4:2).
Christ isthe Son d Righteousnessto Israd (Mal. 4:2). Christ isthe bright and Morning Star to the
Church (Rev. 22:16).

Conclusion

When John turned to seethe “voice” behind him, he was given a vision d the Lord’'s Person,
Powers, Prerogatives, and Preaninence. Oh, what aboundng dory isHis. Let usextol Him asthe
Lord of heaven. Amen.



