THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Overwhelmed by aVision”
Revelation 1:16-20

Introduction
1. TheApostle, John, having turned to seethe voicewhich spokewith him (vv. 10, 12) wasgiven a
revelation o the glorified Son d God (vv. 12-16).

2. Resporsetothevisionis dated:
a Hesaw Him. Therewasno doult abou theidentification. Johnsaw a person (Him).

b. Hefell at Hisfed. Johnwas 3 overwhelmed by thevision, hefell down at Hisfee (cf. v. 15).

c. Hewas“asdeal”. Similar degp moving is recmrded of others who hed visions of God (cf.
Moses (Ex. 3:5); Isaiah (Isa. 6:5); Ezekiel (Ezek. 1:28); Daniel (Dan. 8:17, 18; 10:7-10); Disciples
(Mt. 17:6); Peter (Luke 5:3).

3. Resporseto the Lord to Johnis recorded:
a Helaid Hisright hand on im. Theverb“laid” spedfies“placel.” Thesignificanceof “right
hand’ is patent (cf. vv. 16, 20).

b. He mmmanded. The present tense imperative meansto “stop feaing.” Thereisnofea in
His presencefor those who truly worship Him.

4. Following this interchange between John and the Lord at this amazng vision, there ae three
carefully worded statements by the Lord:-

1. ABOUT HIMSELF wv.17h 18
a HeisEterna. “| amthefirst andthelast.”
1) By revelation. Thewords*“l Am” identify Himwith the “Jehovah” (Holy Name of God) in
the O.T. (Ex. 3:14).
2) By confesgon. Thedivinetitle “first andlast” isaffirmed of Godinthe O.T. (Is. 41:4; 44:6;
48:2). Itisused of Christ threetimesin Revelation (here, 2:8; 22:13). As“first,” Heisbefore dl
and from Whom all proceals. Being “last” Heis after al andin Whom all things are centered.

b. HeisTrue. “TheLiving One.”
As“theLiving One” (present adive aticular participle). TheLord isidentified with the God
of the O.T. (Deut. 32.40; Isa. 49:18; Jer. 10:10) and oppaed to false gods (Ps. 115).

c. HeisGlorious. “I wasdeal.”
The aorist middle verb pdntsto ou Lord’ svoluntary deah -- | “becane” dead. Theglory of
it all i sthat the self-existent One stooped to give upHislife andHedid (Mt. 27:50; Jn. 14:30; 10:17,
18; Heb. 2:14, 15).

d. HeisVictor. “I Amalive for evermore.”
Here He says He will no more die. No wonder the text says “behold.” The present tense
shows Christ’s eternality in resurredion life. The prepositional phrase used with the verb is the
strongest possble to affirm He never changes for eternity.

e. Hehas Authority. “I have the keys.”
The present tense verb pantsto present continuous authority. Degh demands the body and
hell (Greek: Hades) the soul, but our Lord hes the keys of them both. Halelujah! Hades is
considered the placeof departed deal. Believersgo to the Lord (Phil. 1:23), but non telieversto a

placeof torment (Lk. 16:23).

2. ABOUT INSTRUCTION v. 19
Thisisthe seandtime Johnis charged by the Lord “to write” (cf. v. 11). Becaise some MSS
(manuscripts) the particle “therefore” follows the verb “write.” This semslogicd becaise of His
Person (vv. 17, 18), He can rightfully command Johnto “write!” What heisto writeis gedfied:-
a Padst Things. “Thingswhich. . .see”
Theobviousreferencehereisto theincomprehensiblevision d the Lord in the Glory (vv. 13-

16).

b. Present Things. “Thingswhich are.”
Theverbisplura andthe pronounisplural, but thereferenceis clealy to the messagesfor the
seven churches (chaps. 2, 3).

NOTE: The Greek conredive “and’ can be taken ascensively and translated “even.” If taken this
way, the “past” andthe “present” abovewould be wnsidered “current things,” thetwo itemsblended
into oresingle unit. Moreover, such aview would suppat structurally that the first three dapters
occur within the present age or dispensation.

¢. Future Things. “Thingswhich shall be heredter.”
Thisphraseisliterally “thingswhich are ebout to happen (to become) after thesethings.” The
entirefinal chapters of the bodk are included here (chap. 4 - 22). Thisgivesthe crondogy of t he
bodk.

3. ABOUT MYSTERIES v. 20

A mystery in the Bible isboth an open and saaed seaet. Profane eyeswill not get the mystery
though it is fully explicable (1Cor. 2:14). It redly is truth made known to redeemed heats by the
Holy Spirit through the Scriptures. Several mysteries are reveded in the N.T. (cf. Mt. 13; 1 Cor.
1551; Eph. 3:1-12; 1 Tim. 3:16).

a Stars
Definitively these “are” the seven “angels’ of the seven churches. Numerousviewshave been
advanced regarding theidentificaion o the “angels.” It isobviousthat the referenceisto someone
resporsiblein eat church for what prevails. That “angels’ or “messengers’ refersto the Pastor of
ead locd assembly isthe preferred view. Thetext teadesthe Lord hasthese Pastors“in” Hisright
hand. Hereit isrecorded as their being “on” Hisright hand. The puldic relation o the stars or
Pastorsto Christ isenforced. He uphdds them!

b. Candesticks
Added to the fad the churches “are” is that John“saw” them. Here, then, are seven locd
churches (cf. v. 11). The ideabehind “candlestick” is witnesdtestimony. These seven were that
number out of the reported 450in that areain John's day.

Conclusion

ThisthenistheWord of our glorified Lord to Hisown (cf. 1:1, 17, 18). Heisever God of very God!
All truthisorganized before Him (v. 19). Heunveil smysteriesto thosewhoknow Him (v. 20). Oh,
let us worship and adore Him now and forever.



