THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Prisoner of the Lord’'s Day”
Revelation 19-11

Introduction
1. Godthe Father gavethisBook to His Son. Hesignified (sign-I-fied) it to Hisangel whorelated it
to Johnwhothen gaveit to us (v. 1).

2. Trinitarian teadiingisclea (vv. 4, 5) andindicéions of the secondcoming of Christ (vv. 5b-8).
With thisintroductory information, Johnadds information about himself.

3. Other biographicd material isgiven abou John Peter wastold abou hisold age (Jn 21:18, 19).
At the sametimewhat would happen to Johnwasnoted (Jn 21:20-23). John dd na die & that time,
but was given life urtil this Book was penned. It is the same Johnwho writes here (v. 9). This
sounds much like the O.T. prophet Daniel when he wrote (8:15; 9:3; 10:2).

4. In ore sense, a propletic utteranceis suppated by the fidelity of its witness So, what about
Johr? Here ae some statements he makes:-

1. HISDESIGNATIONS v. 9a (John's condition)

Mark the four clealy noted:

a Brother ( )
This srows bhn resafili al bondwith thosewhom he addresses. That thisisaspiritual matter
isobvious (cf. John 112, 13; 1 John 313, 14).

b. Companion (
With the prefixed preposition, this drengthened term meansa “partner longwith.” Theroot

is commonly rendered “fellowship” (1 Cor. 1:9; 1 John 13). The partner isin “the” tribulation (

). The definite aticle pointsto a definite dharader of trial and
not to ordinary difficulties of the Christian life (Acts 14:22; John 1833). Thereferencehereistothe
Neronian or Domitian periods of martyrdom. The latter ismost likely the ad¢ual one. In noway is
thisreferenceto “the” Gred Tribulation o thefuture dvil andecdesiasticd powers (Rev. 6, 13; cf.
3:10).

¢. Kingdom (

There ae four distinct aspeds by which the kingdom is presented in the Word: 1) In
resporsibility as presented to the Jews, the King being rjeded (Mt. 1-23). 2) Inmystery among
the Gentilesas st forthin Matthew 13. 3) intribulationas e in Revelation 6- 19. 4) In power
at the oming of Christ in glory (Mt. 25:31). Contextually, it appeasthat the latter isin view here.

d. Patience (
Thisisto bethe prevaili ng attitude throughou “tribulation” and “kingdom” prospeds. John
had na “lost patience” Thenounmeansto “stay under” the situation. It isakey to waiti ng for what
God will yet do. Considering this Book, it was aredity in thelife of John

NOTE: Thethreewordstribulation, kingdom, and petience ae mnreded asindicaed by one aticle
in the Greek. Moreover, thewhadeis“in Jesus.” The Lord has His part in the matter. Johris“in
Jesus’ isequivalent to Paul’s“in Christ Jesus’ (2 Cor. 5:17). The entire Christian life, whether in
suffering, reigning, or waiting isin urionwith the life of the Son o God!

2. HISISOLATION v.9b (Johrislocéion)

a ThePlace
Patmos is a rocky, sparsely popuated island 10 by 6 miles in the Aegean Seg south of
Miletus. Thereisagrotto there portending to be “the grotto of the Apocdypse” in which Johnis
suppased to have had hisvision. Johnwasthe leader of the believersin Asia. Helived in Ephesus.
Hewas banished by the deaeeof Emperor Domitian. Thisiswhat theworld daeswith Chrigtians. It
canna accept what does not conformto it.

b. The Purpose (reason)
The preposition “for” used here ( )s used with the aceisative cae and must be

translated “on acount of” or “becaise of.” Hence on acourt of 1) the Word of God 2 the
testimony of Jesus Christ, John hed been banished. Becaise he had been faithful, he was purished.
These two considerations will always incur the wrath and hdstility of the godlessworld system.

3. HISVISITATION wv. 10,11 (John'sobligation)

a In the Spirit
Thistruth has nathing to dowith the cntrary pasitions “in the flesh” or “in the Spirit” (Ro.
8:9). Theverb, “was’ redly means “became” ( angis

used of our Lord (Jn 1:14). So John tere came to be under the cntrol of the Holy Spirit for
revelation and inspiration. These two major doctrines leal to an inerrant Bible!  John herewith
professes the truth of Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 Pet. 1:20, 21).

b. Onthe Day
Spedficdly thisisthe “Lordish Day” (cf. Lord’s Supper, 1 Cor. 11:20). Thereferenceisto

the first day of the week and nd to the “Day of the Lord” (Zech. 1:7; 14:1) as an eschatologicd
reference Two very important “ Christian” eventsoccurred onthefirstday: 1) theresurredionof
Christ (Jn 201) and 2 Penteaost, the start of the Church (Acts2:1; Lev. 23:16). Let it beknown that
the “Lord’s Day” (Sunday) is not a replacement for the Jewish “Sabbath.” The latter was a sign
between Godand Israd (Ex. 31:12-19; Num. 15:32; Ezek. 20:12). It isthe one ommandment of the
decdogue (10 commandments) not repeaed intheN.T. The ealy Church worshipped onthelLord's
Day not Sabbath (cf. Acts 20:1; 1 Cor. 16:1).

¢. With the Trumpet
The trumpet signals a divine manifestation and authority (cf. Ex. 19:13, 16, 19; Num. 10:1 -

10; Lev. 15:9; 1 Chron. 16:6; 1 Thess 4:13-18). Thethouwght hereisof thedivine Lordship speing
to John Johnturned to seethe “voice” andthisisin keegping with Christ as“the Word.” Heisgiven
threeinstructions: 1) see( ), 2) write(

), 3) send( ). Thefirst isanindicative present
tense verb. The next two are aorist imperatives. Seven individual churches were to recéve a
message through Johnfrom the Lord.

Conclusion

ThelLordis gill speekingtoday. Not with the voiceof atrumpet, but throughthe Sword of the Spirit
--the Bible. Ah, my friend, have yourecéved His message of salvation? Christian friend, haveyou
submitted to His Word fully? O, seg as bhnwastold!



