THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“The Grea White Throne”
Revelation 20:11-15

Introduction

1. Chili asm (mill ennium of 1000yeas) iseffeded by the return of the Lord Jesus (19:11-
16), the eath being cleansed (19:17-21), and Satan bound (20:1-3).

2. Concurrent with the Mill ennium is the first resurredion which includes the Church (1
Thess 4:13-18), Old Testament saints (Dan. 12:1-3), and Tribulation saints (Rev.
20:4). All enteringthe Kingdom (Mill ennium) are beli evers; non-believersgointo the
Tribulation (1 Cor. 15:51-57).

3. Followingthe Mill ennium, there will be an outbre&k of violencethroughthe deceptive
adivity of Satan (20:8). God will i ntervene to suppressthis oppgsition to Hisrule
(20:9) and He will cast the Devil and his coll eagues (two beasts of Rev. 13) into the
lake of fire for eternal punishment (20:10).

4. At that criticd time, the sceneis st for thefinal judgment of non-believers. Thisday of
doamisclealy explicaed with these detail s.

1. TheNAME of it v.11

Thisis not some mysticd matter, but what John saw ( ). There ae
other thrones (cf. 4:2; 20:4), but this one exhibits God's unlimited majesty in the
disposition of the ultimate destiny of God's non-believing credures. It must be
diff erentiated from the judgment sea of Christ for the Church (Ro. 14:10; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2
Cor. 5:10). Clealy theunwelled blazeof divine holinessand purejustice ae noted by the
unsulli ed white and greanessof thisthrone. Herethereisno pity, no mercy, no repenting.

2. The JUDGE of it v.11

The identity of “Him” who sits (present tense) on the throne is not given. However,
Scripture doestead the Son is designated asthe Judge (John5:19-22; Acts17:31; 2 Tim.
4:1; James 5:9). The faa of the triune God is obviously latent to the text. The Talmud
suggeststhe Messahs: Mesdah Ben (son), Joseph (aslamb), and Messah Ben (son) David
(asLion). Jesusrejeded as Saviour must be faced as Jesus as Judge. All cregures must
bow to Him (Phil. 2:9-11).

3. TheTIME of it v.11

The Bible notes emphaticdly that the Grea White Throne is assciated with a most
dramatic event i.e. thedislution of eath and heaven. Plainly it isrecorded that both eath
and heaven fled (aorist tense) from the faceof the Judge. Further, no placewas found
(aorist passve) for the eath and heaven. 1t becomes evident that this Grea White Throne
does not come & the time of the Lord’ return to the eaith at the dose of the Tribulation
before the millennium. Here is smething which is a preaursor to eternity about which
Scripture speeks (Isa. 34:4; 51:6; Heb. 12:26-28; 2 Pet. 3:10). John here explainsthe old
eath and heaven haveinfad passed away. Peter providesthe meansby which thiswill be
acomplished. So this £eneispost mill ennia and the “Day of God.”
4., The PURPOSE of it wv. 12-15

a. ConcerningDead vv.12, 13

1) Who? Apparently every social classisnoted -- small and gred (cf. 11:18; 13:16;

195, 18). Moreover, not only those on the land, but those who perished at sea The noun

for “dead” ( used four timesin context) means these had been
physicdly dead. Further, these ae under the “power” (authority, )
of the second deah, afeaful destiny (cf. v. 14; 21:9).

2) What? These ae spiritually dead (John 3:18) and they are resurreded to
judgment (John 5:29; Acts 24:15) so they now “stand” (perfed tense). They are part of
those who arethe“rest” (v. 5), hencethereisno general resurredion asthereisno general
judgment. Thisresurredion is sparated from the first one by 1000yeas.

b. ConcerningDeeds wv. 12,13, 15
Note: There is not one minuscule of work a sinner can do to be saved. That is
unequivocdly the testimony of Scripture (Ro. 3:10, 19, 20, 24; 4:4; Eph. 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5,
7). However, evidence of true faith on Christ’s complete work must of necessty isauein
work, otherwise the faith is dead (Eph. 2:10; James 2:14-26).

In view of the @ove, it is understandable that the “dead” are acountable for their
“deeds.” The sin reture in al of us (Ps. 51.5) is not the ground of judgment. The
existenceof the evil nature in us came from Adam, but we aeresponsible for its adivity.
We ae born with the roat of sin, but we ae not expeded to allow for its fruit becaise
provision hes been made in the sacaifice of Christ. “The Books’ (

) may suggest “Books of Deeads’ whil e the “ Another Book” (singuar) is“The Book of
Life.” That isaregister of every oneborn. Thosewho ultimately rejed Christ are blotted
out of the Book of Life (Rev. 3:5; 22:19; cf. Ex. 32:31-33). Herethedead (spiritually) are
judged asthose who gave no fruit of faith. Their works (twicehere) negated any professon
of faith. How horrible!

¢. Concerning Destiny vv. 13-15
a) Of Deah/Hades
Twicethistext speeksof deah and hell (hades). Deahispersonified, asishades.
Both areinvolved in two adions: 1) They deliver (give up) the dead in them. Their work
isnolonger to kegp thedead. 2) They are cast (aorist passve) into the lake of fire. Thisis
adirea literal fulfillment of prophecy (Hoseal3:4). Thisis cdled the second deah (v.
14).

b) Of Unwritten Names
Theverb writtenis perfed tense. It must connote genuinenessand redity. The
two verbs “found” and “cast” are both aorist pasgve. Make no mistake, the “not being
found” and the faa of “being cast” has nothing to do with “works,” good o evil, but
because the name is not written in the Book of Life. What awarning!

Conclusion Think of it. Namesmight have been written in the Book of Life, but mercy
was despised, gracewasrejeded so now judgment and its exeaution must runits course and
what a course!l The bodes of the wicked will 1ast forever. They will never die, but
eternaly exist in the second deah. It isnot extinction nor annihilation, but it isatorment
forever. There is no evidence that a name can be written on that final day. May God
solemnizeour heatsaswe ponder these overwhelmingrediti es. Toosoon they will bethe
portion of many. Help Lord! Amen.



