THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“The Worldly Church”
Revelation 212-17

Introduction
1. The church at Ephesus had left its first love (2:4). At Smyrna, the church suffered grave
perseaution (2:10). The Pergamus church was presumptuous, all owing compromise andworldliness

2. Pergamuswas 55 milesnorth of Smyrna. Itsname meanselevation, tower. The City wasaunion
of paganism, cathedrals, university, androyal residence To infiltrate the truth foundfertile ground
here. The enperor, Constantine, drove the fina wedge and established a church-state union.

3. The Lord here spe&s to the church and He has the sharp sword with the two edges (cf. 1:16)
devoting His cutting word (Heb. 4:12). Each nounin this phrase hasitsown definite aticle so asto
single out ead with force (the sword, the two mouthed, the sharp).

4. Rea the Lord's message to this church:-

1. The Church’s CONDITION KNOWN v. 13
The familiar “1 know” isrecorded (cf. 2:2, 9). What does the Lord know? He knows:-
a Where You Dwell

“Where” ( i¥ an interrogative alverb and wsed here & an indired
question. The church was asociated with the “eath dwellers’ (cf. 3:10; 6:10; 11:10; 13:14; 14:6;
17:8). Theintensiveverb “to dwell” isused ( )

b. Where Satan Dwell s Reigns
“Where ( ) isarelative alverb referring badk to the first “where.”

The verb “dwell” is repeaed for Satan, but the fad is gated that he has his “throne” (

) there. Thisaffirmsthat pagan religions held sway there. 1) Greek deities,
Zeus and Athena. 2) A heding cult asociated with Dionysius and Aschipius.  3) common
Emperor worship. There was atemple to Augustus Caesar.

2. The Church’'s COMM ENDATION GIVEN v. 13
a You hdd Fast ( My Name.
Theverbispresent tenseandistheroot for “strength, power,” hence aforceful term meaning
to “teke hald of.” The objed of the verb is“My Name.”
b. You hdd My Faith
The verb “not deny” suppats fidelity to his “faith” meaning “Thy faith in Me” (an
objedive genitive).
¢. You hdd My Suffering
The dhurch suffered at least one cae of martyrdom. That was Antipas, a name meaning
“against all.” Apparently he was a strict separationist and held out against worldly entanglements.
Tradition hasit that he was burned to deah in abrazen bul. Threeitems are recorded about him:
1) Hewasawitness(Acts 1:8). Word means “martyr.” 2) He was faithful (Heb. 3:2, cf. 1.5;
3:14). 3) Hewas dain. The pasdve verb and the prepasitiona phrase note it was dore by
outsiders “by your side” (i.e. right in your presence). The “throne of Satan” kill ed God' s man.

3. The Church’'s CONDEMNATION RECORDED wv. 14, 15
Among the “few” things against the dhurch, these ae li sted:
a They tolerated evil
In spite of their jedously for the “Name” of the Lord, the church permitted (have =present of
) thase who “hald” ( -- same word as
“held” My Name, v. 13) the teading of Balaam. Threeitems are included in this debauched
teading: 1) Stumblingblock. Israd had interferenceput in her way of serving the Lord. Thisis
what balaam taught Balak to da. The imperfed verb “taught” ( ) notes
Balaam kept at it. Herealily isa prototype of al corrupt teaders. What Balaan did was wrong.

We neal discernment to mark such in our congregations and remove them. We cainat do with
stumbling blocks interfering with spiritual growth.  2) Iddatry to ed things saificed to idadsis
wrong. Paul warned 1) abou this, even to enlightened brethren (1 Cor. 8). Sucdnctly, anything
which comes between the Lord andyouisidolatry. 3) Fornicaion. Liketheverb“toed,” theverb
“to fornicae” is an aorist infinitive. Hence, these ae red objedive historicd ads and are
incompatible with true faith. |dolatry and fornication are handmaidens. Note the dedsion d the
Jerusalem Courxil (Acts15:19).
b. They all owed the Nikolatanes

As noted, the dhurch at Ephesus hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans, but at Pergamos this
doctrine was “held” ( -- sameverb in w. 13, 14).
Whatever one may percevethisto be, it wasadenial of the Jerusalem Courcil and krought laxity in
testimony. Moreover, some MSSadd, asin the KJV, the Lord hated thisteading (cf. 2:6). Itis
very possblethat thisideology indicated the church wanted to live doseto the world “so that they
might be won.” A false philosophy prominently held by neo-evangelicds and seeker-sensitive
groups. Sad!

4. The Church’s COUNSEL INDICATED wv. 16, 17
a Repent
The aorist imperative marks urgency. Moreover the Greek verb implies a dhange of mind (
), hence the gped is very serious. An inferential “therefore”
before the verb isomitted in the KJV. If thereisnorepentance, two adionswill betaken: 1) | will
come. Thethrea of our Lord’sinterventionisto be taken seriously. The particle “quickly” adds
strength to thewarning. Obviously, thisisHiscoming theninjudgment. It isnot areferenceto His
seond coming.  2) | will fight. The word “polemic” is rooted in this Greek verb (
). Thisverb isonly foundtwicein the N.T. (here and James 4:2). Thereisno
softening of thewords abou Hisenemies. He atadkswith Hiswords. In these days of compromise
and worldliness there needs to be some sort of milit ancy as described here.
b. Hea
Theletter to Pergamosincluded what every church letter has-- a cdl to hea what the Spiritis
saying along with the Lord Himself. If only it were possble to get the dhurch to hea. Heaing
implies obedience God help the heaing ea to hea!

5. The Church’'s CAPSTONE OFFERED v. 17
To the believer who enjoys the delight of an overcoming life in Him, threeitems are off ered:
a Given Hidden Manna
While some MSSomit “to ed,” the point is clea. When the eathly struggle is over, the
hidden manna, Christ Himself (cf. Ex. 16:14-22; Jn 6:31, 35) will bethe heavenly foodin contrast to
theidol medas (v. 14). Theidea ‘hidden” isareminder of the pot of mannalaid up teforethe Lord
(Ex. 16:33; Heb. 9:4).
b. Given A White Stone
Thewhite stone, in the @urts, indicaed entire aguittal whil e ablack one meant condemnation.
Thus, the experience of complete accetance before Godisimplied here.
c. Given A New Name
Noindicaionisnoted what thisnamewill be. Thosereceaving it will know at that day. It may
indicate some predous thought of our Lord for eat believer. That, in turn, will be related to the
perfedions of God and His glory. Somehow it will al center on Christ Himself.

Conclusion The Father'sided is full worship of His Son. Toleration d evil and worldlinessis
strongly discouraged and rejeded. Those who take their stand with the Lord will be @undantly
rewarded.



