THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“The Lax Church”
Revelation 218-29

Introduction
1. The durch with “left love” is Ephesus (2:1-7). The “suffering” church is Smyrna (2:8-11).
Pergamos s the “worldly” church (2:12-17). Now comesthe “lax” church at Thyatira (2:18-29).

2. Some believethe name Thyatirameans “continual saaifice” The dty was40miles utheest of
Pergamos. It was a dty of trade guilds and was noted for purple (cf. Acts 16:14f). There was no
emperor worship, but Apollo wasthe cief deity.

3. Christ spe&sto the Pastor and congregation d thischurch. Heisidentified as“the Sonof God,”
the only time this Name is foundin Revelation (cf. Jn 11:4; Mt. 26:63f). Men say Heis“Son d
Mary,” but He says “Son o God,” therefore total deity.

4. Jesusis described as having (present tense: ) 1) Eyeslikefire, hence
moral intolerance of evil. 2) Fed like brass hencegrinding to hits evil with His fee (cf. 1:16).
Now what does such an one say to the church? Hereis His message:
1. The Church’s CONDITION KNOWN v. 19

The famili ar “1 know” ( )isagaininthetext (cf. 2:2, 9, 13). What doesHe
know?-

a Works (

Threetimesthe personal pronoun“your” (singular) isinthisverse. Aswiththeother churches,
thisrefersto post salvationworks ( Eph. 2:10). “Works’ are ayain mentioned at the end d theverse,
apparently as particular praise.

b. Love(
Thisis arely one of the “works’ and a primary one (cf. 1 Cor. 13). The KJV follows the
Wycliffe trandation (A.D. 1380 with “charity,” a term including “alms.”
c. Faith ( )
There was no flagging in their efforts toward the Lord. Genuine faith is meant here, although
faithfulnessmay be included.
d. Service(
The original istheroot for “dea®n.” Such “service” was rendered.
e. Patience(
Literally thisword meansto “ stay under” a problem and nd to shirk. Faithfulnesstothe endis
the force of the term.
Note: Thesefivenoursarenat only coordinate, but epexegeticd i.e. thelast four extapaate “works.”
The Lord knew the church had alot going for it and commended it.

2. The Church’'s CENSURE RECORDED v. 20
“Few” isin the TR ( Textus Receptus) only, but the fad remains -- the Lord has (present tense
) against you (emphatic pronour). The key isaueisthat the church suffers or forbids
not ( ) awoman, named Jezebel (by the Lord) who may adually be the
Pastor’ swife (some M SShavethe pronoun“your” with the noun“woman”). TheO.T. referencesto
this name ae starling (cf. 1 Kings 16:31; 2 Kings 9:22). Note the problem with this woman:
a What sheiscdled
She cdls (says) “herself” a prophetess Thisisa daimto undwe authority. Two things are
important: 1) Does God spe&k? 2) What does God say? What this woman claims is redly
irrelevant.
b. What she does
Two present tense verbs explain what Jezebel does: 1) She teades (
). 2) Sheseduces ( ). Deceptionfill ed the dasgooms of the
church. Thisadivity waswith “my servants.” Horrors!

¢. What she promotes
Two infinitival verbs gatethe cae: 1) To formicate ( . 9

To e things offered to idal's ( ). Itispuzzling how this sirewd woman
could lead astray God's srvants. Looseliving and false worship destroy aseparated witnessto the
Lord.

3. The Church’'s JUDGMENT DECLARED wv. 21-24
a. Against the Non-believers vv. 21-23
1) Repentance v. 21
The Lord all owed time to repent i.e. change the mind (
What infinitegrace But, the Book records: she “will ed na to repent.” Insomeincredibleway, God
makes man resporsible to respondto His graceto be saved!
2) Cast into Tribulation v. 22
The bed of whoredomsis now changed to abed of anguish. This may well point to the
horrible anguish of the gred tribulation. The same vocabulary wordsareused. Thisisreserved for
those who commit adultery (not fornicaion) with “Jezéebel.”
3) Kill ed with children v. 23
It is patent that God will not tolerate sin. Both physicd and spiritual deah appea here.
Note: The purpose for these avesome divine judgments are twofold: 1) That al the churches will
cometo know (ingressveforce) that the Lord searches (present tense) thereins (kidneys--only here
inN.T.) and reats. God sjudgment reatesto theinner man. Hesparesno ore! 2) That Hewill
giveto ead (singular ), acording to Hisworks. Thisteahesthat one'slife
reveds the heat; behaviour indicates beli ef.
b. Againdt Believers v. 24
Hereisadramatic change aldressed to “you” and“therest.” Whoarethese? They: 1) have
(present tense) not the doctrine of Jezebel which wastaught and deceved. 2) Have not known the
depths of Satan. God avail s believers of His deep things (1 Cor. 2:10). Satan’saredl speallation
and norsense. The “other burden” isareferenceto the Lord’ sreguirement of simple obedience and
not some mystery of Satan.
Note: This verse dealy states there will aways be adivisionin a church between those who get
drawn into worldlinessand those who kelievein separation.

4. The Church’'s COUNSEL GIVEN v. 25
Salvation is of God, by grace through Christ’s finished work at Calvary. It can never be lost
becaise He hasus in His grasp (Jn 1028, 29). Nonetheless the arist imperative “hold” (
-- cf. vwv. 13, 14) cdls uponthe believer to apply his heat and
soul to the things of eternity with astrong grip onthe truth and stay there. Thisis*until which time
He mmes.” Chrigtianity isalifelong affair.

5. The Church’'s CAPSTONE OFFERED wv. 26-28
Consider that the overcomer also kegps my worksto the end (bath verbs are present tenses). Such
can exped thefollowing: 1) Authority (right -- ) over nations. This
involves a share in the Son's glory (cf. Ps 2). 2) Rule over nations. “Rule” (
) signifiesto Shepherd. It will bedorewith arod o iron. Just asthe Son hesreceéved
from the Father (perfed tense ). 3) Giventhe Morning Star. For
Israd Christ isthe Sun o Righteousness(Mal. 4:2). To the Church Heisthe Bright and Morning
Star (Rev. 22:16). Thisgift must be apersonal interest in Christ Himself. Glory!

Conclusion Thefina apped to the Churchisin adifferent position (cf. 2:7, 11, 17). Jezébel and
her children go on umepentant, but “the rest” will hea. So beit for usall. Oh to give a okedient
ea to the Lord and the Holy Spirit.



