THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“First Love Left”
Revelation 21-7

Introduction
1. Thisisthefirst of the seven lettersto the seven churches(cf. 1:11, 10). It isestimated there were
hundeds of churches then, but these seven were seleded (1:12, 13).

2. Ephesuswas about 60 mil esfrom Patmos (1:9) andwasa mmmercia and pditi cd center. Itwas
the center for the worship of Diana (Acts 19:38). God established His church there (Acts 19), but
today it isvirtualy gone.

3. Theseven churcheswerered locd assemblies(cf. 1:19). They demonstratethepealiar problems
of the ealy church and exhibit the acending evil of this age which closesin apostasy.

4. Remember: a Christ holds ( ) the seven stars, (Angels or Pastors)
in His right hand. The verb ndestotal sovereignty, mastery, and passsdon. b. Christ
walks around ( ) in the midst of the seven candesticks (churches). c.

Christ spe&s through John to the Pastor ( ) of the Ephesian church (cf.
1:1, 2:1).

5. Here ae some significant detail s of the written messge:

1. The Church’'s CONDITION KNOWN wv. 2,3
The verb “know” spe&ks of innate knowledge. There is no guessvork with the omniscience of
Christ. Thisiswhat He knows.
a. Persond Items wv. 2,3
1) Works ( . )Nothing is said about the “kind” of works. However, their
mentionis notable and olviously foll owed salvation (Eph. 2:10; Titus 3:8, 14).

2) Labor (
fatigue. They redly put their heatsinto it.

). Thisterm denots laborious toil and the associated

3) Patience ( . Hereisenduance The Church pu
out and stayed with the stuff (cf. 1 Thess 1:3 for all these words).

b. Pradicd Items wv. 2, 3,6
1) Could nat bea evil v.2. Theverb denotesaburden ( , cf. Gal. 6:2).
Evil thoughts were foreign to this Church. They believed in separation and hdiness

2) Tried fase prophets v.2. Ephesus tested “Christian workers’ so that nofase
brethren preaded in the Ephesian pupit (cf. 2 Cor. 11:13; 1 John 41; 2 John 10 Note: Acts19:13-
16).

3) Bornefor HisNamev. 3. Theverb “borne” isthe same ainv. 2. It servesnaticethat the
Ephesians were faithful. Indeed, they “labored” ( ), aperfed
tense verb panting to extreme toil for (on acourt of) the Lord’s ske.

4) Fainted n@ v.3. Thisverb fainted ( ) isfoundin the Textus
Receptus. It affirms the Ephesians good firm in the faceof al the ugly things which confronted
them. They did na give up under presaure (cf. Heb. 12:3; James 5:15).

5) Hated the Nicolaitans v. 6. Thisisapasitive asped for the Church. It istheworks (deeds,
) which they hate, not the Nicolaitanes. This may be areferenceto the delinquent

behaviour of an ealy sed started by one of the seven deamns (cf. Acts 6:5). Whatever is its
reference, it was hated also by the Lord (cf. 2:15). Biblicd Christianity and paganism cannat co-
exist.

2. The Church’'sCENSURE GIVEN v. 4

a Personaly Inmarked contrast with the gproval bestowed urgrudgingly the plain fad is*“I
have ajainst thee” (no “somewhat”). “Have” ( s continuows adion. He dways
knows the heat!

b. Verbaly Theverb “left” (
Note: Not “lost,” but “left.” There was asad departure.

) isaorist and pointsto adedsion taken.

c. Primarily It'stheir persona first love which has been let go. Outwardly Ephesus was fine,
orthodo, adive, but inwardly their heat had changed. Whileloveisnat abovedoctrine (cf. Jn 831,
cf. 13:35), it isaprimary test of one' salivenessinthe Lord (Jn 14:21-24; Lk 9:23-26; Phil . 3:12-14;
Col. 1:18).

3. The Church’'s CAUTION NOTED v.5
a Remember “Therefore” isan appropriate particlein view of theinformation(v. 4). A present
tense imperative is necessry ( ). What the Church istold to
remember is the place from whence they had fallen, a pefed tense verb (
). Regretfully, the fall had been an extended ore!

b. Repent A change of mind, not only the Church’s emotion, is necessary (

). Thededsionto leave one'slove (v. 4) must be @murtered by a dedsion to repent

(aorist imperative tense). The only kind d repentance which agrees with the Word and is a total
mindful oneisthat indicaed here.

c. Restore Thethird imperative verbisalso aorist ( ). “Doit at

once” isthe significanceof thisadion. Works are being performed, the most necessary isthisone!
Thisis primary!
Note: Thereis a @ndtion, if unfulfill ed which beas the threa of “if not.” Failure to repent and
restoremeansthe Lord will come (someMSSadd*“quickly.”) and“remove” the candlestick fromits
place Theremoval of the candlestick in nowise weekensthe question d eternal seaurity of all who
build onthe blood d Christ.

4. The Church’'s CAPSTONE OFFERED v.7
a Thelnvitation
Clealy thereisresporsibility intheindividua words “Hethat hasanea, lethim hea ... ”
The Holy Spirit joins the Lord to addressthe dhurch andit’s Pastor. God give us listening eas!

b. The Provision
Thereisaring of continuouws victory in the present articular participle “overcometh” (
). An overcomer is one who in the energy of faith
surmourts. No oljed isexpressed. But, to such an ore, Christ says He will givethat personto ea
of the treeof life (cf. 22:2). Hereisimmortality and incorruptibility promised by the Lord in the
very paradise of God (cf. Gen. 2:9; 3:22-34).

Conclusion Soyouaresaved -- blessGod. So you servethe Lord with vigor -- hallelujah. So, how
goesit with your lovefor Him? That wasthe question at Ephesus andit isaquestion for ustoday.
May the Lord provoke usto love Him fully. Amen.



