
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
“The Dead Church”  

Revelation 3:1-6 
Introduction 
1.  There were seven real local churches in Asia Minor at the time of the Apostle John.  He was 
instructed to write to them.  Each had some unique character: Ephesus left its first love (2:1-7), 
Smyrna was persecuted (2:8-11), Pergamos allowed compromise, hence a worldly church (2:12-17), 
and Thyatira was lay back and was the lax church (2:18-29). 
 
2.  Now the fifth church selected for consideration is Sardis.  This church looked good, and 
apparently had a form, but was really dead.  It was inert. 
 
3.  Sardis is located about 30 miles southeast of Thyatira.  It was a city where wool was dyed, the 
licentious worship of Cybele was practiced, and a place of ease. 
 
4.  The Lord speaks to this church.  He has (                                           , present tense): 1) The seven 
spirits of God, seven connotes perfection, hence the diversified searching of the Spirit or His fullness 
(Zech. 4:6-10).    2)   The seven stars.  The stars are the leaders of the churches (1:20) and He “has” 
them.  The Lord is sovereign and controls every vestige of li fe. 
 
5.  Now, what does the Lord say to the Pastor and congregation at Sardis?  Study His message. 
 
1. The Church’s CONDITION KNOWN    v. 1 
     The famili ar “ I know” (                                       ) is here as in all l etters to the churches.  He is 
omniscient.  Two items are listed as known: 
     a.  Works (                                          ) 
          There is nothing wrong with works if understood Scripturally (cf. Eph. 2:8, 9 with 10). 
 
     b.  Name    (                                          ) 
          A “name” is professed, suggesting li fe, but the church is dead (                                          ).  
The copula verb “ to be” (                          ) vividly states the pathetic character of the church.  Lots of 
“ form” but no vitality spiritually. 
 
2.  The Church’s CAUTION PROVIDED   v. 2 
     a.  Watch 
          The text admonishes “become watchful” (                                                                               ).  
The present imperative followed by a present participle means “keep on becoming watchful.”  Truth 
will soon be lost if you are not constantly alert!  You cannot sleep! 
 
     b.  Strengthen   (                                            ) 
          The imperative commands the strengthening of that which remains.  These are the things about 
 to  die (                                                                ).    Some  MSS  have  about  to  “cast out”  (           
                                            ).  A local church cannot entertain compromise. 
 
     c.  Works (                                         ) 
          The perfect “ I have not found” (                                            ) and the perfect passive participle 
“perfect” or “ fulfill ed” (                                                          ) denote the church had miserably failed. 
 They had not measured up to the standard of the Lord.  This is what He found and still finds!  Mark  
it -- no local church will  be higher on the spiritual evaluation than the sum of its membership. 
          Note:   WATCH . . . STRENGTHEN . . . WORKS!!!  
 
3.  The Church’s COMMENDATION RECORDED   v. 4 
     a.  Few not defiled 

          There have some “names” in Sardis who have not polluted (                                          )         
their garments.  They maintained a pure walk with the Lord.  Regretfully it was “ few.”  
 
     b.  Few walk in white 
          White indicates manifested (imparted) righteousness as opposed to imputed righteousness.  It 
notes integrity of these believers, hence they have a walk with the Lord. 
 
     c.  Few are worthy 
          This is a reckoning by grace.  No other grounds show worthiness. 
 
4.  The Church’s COUNSEL GIVEN   v. 4 
     a.  Remember   (                                                        ) 
            It  is  so  easy  to  forget.   This  present  imperative aff irms the church should never allow 
things to slip in the mind.  Two items are given: 
          1) Things received (                                                 ).  The perfect tense suggest they are still 
possessed.  It was a permanent deposit. 
          2) Things heard (                                           ).    This aorist verb points to an historical event in 
their li ves.  They actually received a message, apparently now forgotten. 
 
     b.  Hold (                                 ) 
         The present imperative exhorts to “keep on holding” what one has.  The verb connotes watchful 
care.  No slack! 
 
     c.  Repent (                                                                  ) 
          Here is another imperative, but aorist tense that teaches urgency hence the translation: change 
your mind at once.  The church made poor use of what it had.  
 
     d.  Failure 
          No word for this in the text, but the subject is there.  Using a third class conditional clause, the 
church is told of the consequences for not “becoming watchful” (if then you do not wake up) (v. 2) 
judgment is promised: “ I will come” is certainly future (                                      ) upon you (              
                                    ) as a thief (                                                  ), a noun denoting one who steals 
in secret (1 Thess 5:4, 5).  The double negative (                                                  ) notes the church 
will never know the time of the judgment visitation.  It will come without warning! 
 
5.  The Church’s CAPSTONE OFFERED   v. 5 
     a.  White Garments 
          These are demonstrated and experienced righteousness before God.  The believer does not 
have this of himself; it is provided by the Lord. 
 
     b.  Name Retained 
          Only those who do not believe on Christ are removed.  They rejected Christ during their 
li fetime (13:5; 20:12; 22:19).  The Book of Life is a book of opportunity which in the end proves to 
be the book of reality. 
 
     c.  Confessed Name 
            Here is the ultimate of identification with Him  --  confessing the  overcomer’s  name  before 
the Father/angels.  Think of it -- eternally being given the joy of His approval.  The glory and thrill of 
this is too infinitely wonderful. 
 
Conclusion     To have an ear means to respond.  God expects action from His message.  Neutral you 
cannot be!  Hear His Word; keep His Word. 


