
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
“The Missionary Church”  

Revelation 3:7-13 
Introduction 
1.  Philadelphia is the modern Amman, capitol of Jordan.  How different it is from the testimony of 
the church originally planted there! 
 
2.  The name for this church is found seven times in the N.T. (Ro. 12:10; 1 Thess. 4:9; Heb. 13:1; 1 
Pet. 1:22; 2 Pet. 1:7 (2x).  It means “brotherly love.”  God give us such in our assembly until the 
Lord comes. 
 
3.  The previous five churches bore a message: Ephesus -- first love left.  Smyrna -- suffering.  
Pergamus -- worldliness.  Thyatira -- laxness.  Sardis -- deadness.  Now comes the church at 
Philadelphia -- missions.  Here is active loyal vision, zeal and revival.  Nothing is said against this 
church. 
 
4.  Consider the description of our Lord Who speaks to the church.  Each item indicated is preceded 
by a definite article to stress every detail of His Person and Work (v. 7). 
     a.  He is the Holy One.  This marks Him with a Divine title (Hab. 3:3; Isa. 40:25).  It aff irms Him 
as without fault in His Person and ministration. 
     b.  He is the True One.  This accents our Lord’s intrinsic, essential moral glory of His Being -- the 
True One (and Holy One).  He is final, eternal, ultimate, and ideal.  Every vestige of absolute truth is 
personified in Him. 
    c.  He is the Active One.  Complete sovereignty is expressed here.  He has  authority to open and 
close doors.  The thought here is on service and testimony (cf. Acts 14:27; 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12). 
 
5.  Now, our blessed Lord has a message to the Philadelphia Church.  Hearken to His Word: 
 
1.  The Church’s CONDITION KNOWN    v. 8 
     The famili ar “ I know” (                                  ) is repeated here (cf. 2:2, 9, 13, 19, 3:1).  Nothing 
can dim the fact of our Lord’s omniscience.  He knows:- 
     a.  Works (                                     ) 
          These are related to the church’s faithfulness in response to the open door given by the Lord.  
The entire phrase about the door is a parenthesis.  “Have set” is perfect tense as “open,” thus a gift 
from the Lord by which works were performed (Eph. 2:10).  Their strength (                                 ) 
was littl e, and this picks up the sense broken by the parenthesis, but the church could be counted on 
(cf. “ littl e flock,” Lk 12:32).  While the large claims of today are not minimized, Scripture certainly 
does not depreciate this church of minimal power. 
     b.  Word (                          ) 
          The aorist verb “keep” (                                          ) confirms that the church was true to the 
Bible.  It was a Bible believing assembly.  Christ referred to such in His prayer (Jn 17:6).  Till now 
the battle rages over the Word of God.  Nothing really matters if the Bible is not honored as inerrant, 
infalli ble, and unchanging! 
     c.  Way    
         This  is  a  reference  to  the  “Name” of the Lord which was not denied.  Obviously the 
reference is to His Person and way.  Unfortunately, this sort of denial (aorist tense) is rather common 
and ordinary today.  These days of apostasy and compromise  demand Philadelphia type churches! 
 
3.  The Church’s CONTEMPLATED BLESSING   vv. 9, 10 
     Like all churches, this one had opposition.  It came from the “pretending crowd.”  They are called 
“of the synagogue of Satan.”  That they were an identifiable group is shown by the definite article 
with  “who are saying they are Jews.”  Regretfully, these had a pretense, but no reality.  They were 
not only not Jews (cf. Ro. 32:29), but they “ lied.”  Such internal opposition does not suggest  one is 

out of the will of God,  rather, it is a challenge to faith and fidelity to the Lord more than ever!  
Certain blessings are listed despite the opposition. 
     a.  Submission   v. 9 
          Consider this incredible promise from the Lord: “ I will make” (                           
                   ) the opposition to come and actually “worship before Thy feet.”  While many call for 
unions with all kinds and shapes of beliefs, the Bible contends for union with those obedient to the 
Word.  Opposition to the Truth of the Gospel apparently is permitted  in order to allow Truth to 
prevail ! 
     b.  Affection   v. 9 
      The manner in which the opposition to the Lord’s faithful church receives homage, demonstrates 
“ that I (the Lord) loved (                                             ) thee.”  How greatly He loves the church which 
“keeps” His Word! 
     c.  Protection v. 10 
          Because the church “kept” (                                              ) the word of His patience, He would 
“keep” (                                           ) them.  See this same play on words elsewhere (Jn 17:6, 11, 12). 
 The patience here relates to the Lord as He waits for the fulfill ment of the Father’s will (Ps. 110).  
The “hour of temptation” is clearly the tribulation of eschatological significance (Dan. 12:1; Mt. 24; 
Rev. 13:7, 8).  It will t ry those who “dwell on earth” (earthdwellers,                                                     
         ).  But the Lord will keep His own (the church) from this “hour of trial” (                                    
                                    ).  This is rightly construed as one of the strongest texts teaching the 
pretribulation rapture of the saints.  The church (believers from Pentecost to the Rapture) will not go 
through the tribulation which is designed for Jews (Dan. 9:24-27) and Gentiles (Mt. 24). 
 
4.  The Church’s COUNSEL GIVEN   v. 11 
      a.  I Come Quickly 
          Three times in the last chapter of Revelation this is noted (22:7, 12, 20).  The imminent return 
of the Lord has been the blessed hope of believers since the first century. 
      b.   Hold Fast (                                          ) 
            The  present  imperative  aff irms  “keep on holding fast.”  The grip must be “what you have.” 
 Included here would be: Christ’s Name (v. 8), Christ’s patience (v. 10), and Christ’s coming (v. 11). 
 
5.  The Church’s CAPSTONE OFFERED   v. 12 
      a.  Pill ar 
            This is a reference to being established with honor through eternity in the presence of the 
Lord.  Built as living stones, so will t he overcomer be forever. 
      b.  Presence 
           The overcomer will not go out anymore.  Hence, no separation from the Lord forever (cf. 1 
Thess. 4:18).  Think of it -- eternal touch with the Lord. 
     c.  Promises 
          The Lord promises to “write” three items: 1)   “Name of my God.”   2) “Name of the city of my 
God.”    3) “My new name.”  Clearly these phrases denote the blessings of eternity poured out upon 
the overcomer.  In some inexplicable manner, they express the blessed revelation of His character as 
the experience of glory.  What a mind surpassing truth! 
 
Conclusion    The Spirit joins the Lord in calli ng for hearing ears.  God help us to li sten to His Word 
and allow it to penetrate our hearts.  May the Lord so effectuate His Word in our souls! 


