THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Come Up Here”
Revelation 41-3

Introduction
1. ThisBook isadired “revelation” from Jesus Christ by His angel to Johnto His srvants abou
eschatologicd events (1:1).

2. Theglory of the exated Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of the churchesisindeed blessed (1:12-
18). Hismessageto seven seleded locd churchesin AsiaMinor are dired and searching (Chaps. 2,
3).

3. Not only are the churches indicative of first century charaderistics, but they extrapolate the
ecdesiasticd development of the Church --

1) Departure from first love & the dose of the Apostolic Period -- Ephesus (2:1-7).
2) Martyr time down to and including the perseaution und Diocletian -- Smyrna (2:8-11).

3) Increasing worldlinessfrom the accedgon d Constantine and his patronage Christianity to the
seventh century -- Pergamus (2:12-17).

4) The Papal church (Romanism), Satan’ s masterpieceon eath, coversthe dark Midde Ages --
Thyatira (2:18-29).

5) God sinterventionwith the Reformation crippled Papal authority with more or lesslight for
300yeas, but fell short of God sided -- Sardis (3:1-6).

6) A secondreformationintroduced by missonary concern charaderized the church fromthelast
century -- Philadelphia (3:7-13).

7) The present lukewarm professng Church is the last phase of Church history on the eve of
judgment -- Laodicea(3:14-22).

4. At this point, with the “Excluded Christ” (3:20) what is next on God' s program is introduced.
This is dramaticdly shown by the key at the doar which urlocks the Book of Revelation (1:19).
Everything upto naw in the Book is eathly in focus. Now the scene movesto heaven (4:1).

5. So what does bhnreword abou the future? Mark carefully these plans:-

1. AN OPENED DOOR v.1
Thetext “after thesethings,” isareferenceto thereaord aready given (ch. 1-3). A new sequence
has begun. This is no mirage for John writes “I saw” and “behdd’ (
= imperative of “to see”’) an opened doa in hearen isviewed. Theverbisaperfed passve
participle ( ). God moved the doar so that beli evers could
seewhat isgoing onin heaven (ch. 4-19). There aethreeother openingsin Revelation (cf. 11:19;
155; 19:11). Leanthis: God sWord isagrea opening to thosewhowill read it and believeit (cf.
Ps. 11918; 1 Cor. 2:12).

2. AHEARD VOICE v.1

One must not be misled. Thereisno series of voices. Thereferenceisto the ealier one (1:10)
which was on eath; hereit spess from heaven. The soundisclea like atrumpet. What does the
voicesay?

a ComeUp Here
In the chrondogicd order of the Book, the meaning isobvious. Thisisaword to John asa

representative of a heavenly company, to participate in the Rapture. The church, therefore, isin
heaven throughou the following chapters (4-19). Thisfitsin with “after these things” (v. 1).

b. 1 Will Show You
Hereisapromisethat Godwill reved what will be dter the Rapture. Using the key to urlock
theBook (1:19), the heat of God expli caesthetime period between the Rapture (1 Thess 4:13-18)
and the Revelation (Invasion d Rev. 19:11ff). Thefirst sceneis heaven itself (chaps. 4, 5).

3. ASET THRONE wv.2,3

The alverb “immediately” ( ppints to dired revelation from God.
Certain fedures are brought into focus: 1) Abou Johnv. 2. It is gated “in Spirit” (no article),
hencethe daraderistic of Johr's gate. He becanein adifferent mode -- controll ed absolutely by
the Holy Spirit for revelation. 2) Abou Heaven (v. 2). Through John, Scripture records truth
abou the very placeof God'sabode. Hereisaview of things from God's perspedive, not from
eath. 3) Abou Throne. This is the thrust of Johr's vision. The imperfed verb (

) nates the established, eternal throne of God. Now look at the picture John saw:

a. What was onthe Throne v. 2
The primary meaning of the preposition“on” is“upon” The “set” throne had “one sitting”
(pres. participle). Thereis no expressed subjea with the verb, but that “He” is the triune dernal
God Who rules and reigns after the coursel of His own will i s obvious from the montext. Heis
described:

1) Like Jasper. This gone @mes in a variety of colors (green, buff, red, tan) and is an
uncrystaline variety of quartz. This ssme stoneisthelast onein the High Priest’s brezstplate (Ex.
28:17-20) and the first stone in the foundition d the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:11). It may well
suggest unapproachabl e deity.

2) Like Sardis. Thisisadeep red stone mnsidered by some &“sard,” a variety of chalcedory.
It was the first stone in the High Priest’s breastplate (Ex. 28:17-20) and the sixth stone in the
foundition o the New Jerusalem. Since the Hebrew for Adam, meaning red, is the same & this
word, it may suggest our Lord’s humanity. The two stones, jasper and sardis, appea to spe of
Christ asthe “God-Man.” Interestingly, the first stone on the High Priest’ s breastplate represents
Reuben (“Behold a Son”) and the last stone Benjamin (“Son o my right hand’). Obviously, bath
relate to ou Lord.

b. What was roundthe Throne v. 3
Therainbow completely surrounced the throne, henceit wasafull one. The dominating color
wasgreen (emerald). Inview of theO.T. Covenant with Noah (Gen. 9), therainbow speaksof grace
andmercy in the midst of ascene breahing judgment. These days of judgment are foreshadowed by
Noah (Mt. 24:37-41). They are the days of the Grea Tribulation (Rev. 4-19). God keeps His
covenants, as the rainbow indicaes (Gen. 9:9-17).

Conclusion

Within the ompass of these few verses, the Holy Spirit has unfolded the events following this
present age of grace(Rev. 2, 3). Made known are the Rapture (v. 1) and the Throne of God's
judgement aboundng in covenantal grace Areyouabeliever? Isit not timefor youto accet His
gracebefore judgment falls uponyou? Respond dea friend!



