THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“So Thisisthe Throne of God”
Revelation 4:4-6a

Introduction

1. The atention getter in this chapter is the key phrase “ after these things (4:1).
The same Greek prepositional phrase is elsewhere (cf. 1:19) and in the word
“heredter” (4:1). The scene movesfrom eath (chaps. 1-3) to heaven asindicaed
by this phrase.

2. The cdl to “come up here” indicaes the Rapture, a significant eschatologicd
event included in the dispensationa system of Bibleinterpretation. Thisisclearly
taught in Revelation (cf. 1:13; 3:10-; 4:1, 2; 5:5, 6; 13:6; 19:11-21).

3. Attention is drawn to the Throne of the triune God which is“set” (imperfed
tense). Detail sconcerning thisthrone aeremarkably recorded: a. Onthethrone
( ) v. 2 b. Round the throne (
) v.3. The averbisrepededinv. 4.

1. ROUND THE THRONE v. 4
In addition to the gparent full emerald rainbow around the throne (v. 3) are
“thrones’ (KJV “seds’ for where were “elders
gitting.” Hot debate ceiters on the identificaion of these “elders’ (
). Consider:

a They are24
This figure is used of the porter-Levites (1 Chron. 24:3-5) andthe @urses

for thepriests (1 Chron. 24:3-18). Zadchariascameinto thiscoursestructure (Lk 1:5
cf. 1 Chron. 24:10). Now, sinceO.T. saintsare not resurreded until the end of the
Tribulation to rule with Christ during the Kingdom (Isa. 20:19, 21; Dan. 12:1, 2;
Rev. 20:4), these 24 elders represent the Church (Body of Christ) in heaven. This
is pre-tribulational Rapture truth!

b. They are Clothed
The white @lor is used frequently in Revelation. It spe&s of the imputed
righteousnesswhich the saints possess(Ro. 3:22; I1sa. 61:10), but is not their own
(Isa. 64:6). “Clothed” isaperfed tense, teading eterna seaurity ( ).

c. They are Crowned
Onthe heads of the dders are golden crowns. These ae victor’'s crowns
( and) ot those of the ruler (
). Thisisthe Lord sreward at the Rapture (2 Tim. 4:8).

Note: Keeping the Biblicd distinction between Jews, Gentil esand Church (1 Cor.
10:32), it isright to interpret these 24 elders as the Church being redeamed (white),

crowned (victors) and row sitting in heaven round God' sthrone! The aentire @urse
of King-Priests are in view. There is no such thought of a partial Rapture.
Moreover, al i s before the Tribulation with the aowning completed!

2. OUT OF THE THRONE Vv.5

The preposition “out” ( is repeded as a prefix to the verb
“proced” ( ). The present tenseisa
dramatic historicd one. The pyrotechnicd display recorded hereisvery similar to
Sinal (cf. Ex. 19:16; 24:9) and the experience of Ezekiel (1:22, 27). The 3-fold
intimation of immediate judgement indicatesthe One sitting on the Throneisgaing
to assert Himself in power. Terror should cometo the guilty heatson eath (cf. Ex.
19:16). The horrific visitations of judgment to come ae dealy outlined in
Scripture (Isa. 24:1-23; Lk. 17:22-37).

3. BEFORE THE THRONE v.5
The preposition “before” (
the picture.

adds another faced to

a Seven Lamps
The present tense notesthat thefire burned continuall y before Almighty God.

This suggests God, Who aways gives light for the believer (Ps. 119.105), also
burns with judgment toward the non-believer. Incidentaly, the word “lamp” is
redly a“torch” or “lantern” ( , cf. Mt. 25:1; Jn
18:3). Thisisdistinguished from the lampstand (1:12, 20) and the hand-lamp (Mt.
5:15). The O.T. has much to extrapolate on this (Ezek. 1:13; Zech 412; Isa. 4.4).

b. Spirits of God

These torches are said to be the “ Seven spirits of God,” a figure seen ealier
(1:4). Seven distinct Spiritsare not meant, but the one Holy Spirit in the seven-fold
plentitude of His power (cf. Isa. 11:2).

c. Seaof Glass6a
A seaof brasswas in Solomon’stemple (2 Kings 25:13). Likethelaverin
the tabernade (Ex. 30:18), this saisasymbol of God' s Word. The water of the
laver wasfor priestly cleansing. Thisis smilar to the use of the Word for beli evers
today (Eph. 5:26). The seahereis crysta, therefore not for cleansing. However,
Tribulation saints gand on it (Rev. 15:2). It appeas, therefore, thisis dill asign
for the Word which abides firm and on which God’ s people stand.

Conclusion The throne of God sets forth the truth of the Rapture, the Judgment,
andthe unalterable Word of God. If you aretruly agenuine believer, rgjoicein the
hope set forth in His Word for you. If you are an unteliever consider with all
seriousnessthat God will visit with judgment rejeders of His Son Jesus Christ.



